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All Speaker Meetings Now Start at
1:15 pm.

Parking Note

There is a long block of unmetered
street parking on Copper just north of

the library.

September 17 Topical Meeting

The topic for September will  be a
discussion of the Humanist Manifesto
III.  For  more  information,  see  the
website:  americanhumanist.org/what-
is-humanism/manifesto3/ 

September 24 Speaker Meeting

Richard Grady, our HSNM Treasurer,
will give a talk on classical music in the
20th Century and beyond.

Richard  loves  music,  especially
classical  and jazz.  He plays  the  trumpet
and  has  played  with  the  Tulsa
Philharmonic.

Notes - Open Meeting August 13

Discussion  on  what  “top  secret”
means.   It  is  material  that  could  cause
irreparable  harm  or  cause  war.  “SCI”
means  that  the  material  can  only  be
viewed in a special room which has been
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    September 10  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your Mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    September 17  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“A Discussion of the Humanist Manifesto III”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   September 24  
Speaker meeting will start at 1:15 pm

HSNM Speaker Program:  1:15 pm –  3:00 pm
“Classical Music in the 20th Century and Beyond”

Richard Grady, Treasurer, Humanist Society of New Mexico
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email 

Terry Sloan at utokap@gmail.com
or David Stelle at gstelle@gmail.com 

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending in-person be fully 
immunized against COVID-19 and be able to show a 
vaccine record card if requested. “Fully immunized” 
means that at least two weeks have elapsed since the final 

vaccination. Masks are optional.



electronically  shielded,  with  another
person  present.  Personal  possessions
cannot be brought into the room.

In science news, there is a report that
the  Epstein-Barr  virus  might  be
associated  with  multiple  sclerosis.
Viruses are dangerous and are becoming
more  prevalent  with  warming  climate.
Science is amazing- the Webb telescope
is looking out at close to the beginning
of the universe.

The  current  progressive  achieve-
ments in congress were discussed. Infla-
tion seems to be moderating. Economy
growing,  leading  to  discussion  of  the
costs of growth. Economic growth can-
not  continue  indefinitely  on  a  finite
earth.  Education  and  educational  debt
were also discussed.

Discussion of other humanist groups,
some with their own buildings.

Notes - Topical Meeting August 20
Water Issues in the Southwest

Water  usage  in  New Mexico  is  80
percent  agricultural,  20  percent  for
households  and  cities.  Cities  in  NM,
including Albuquerque and Las Cruses,
have  been  instituting  water-saving
procedures such as injecting waste water
into the aquifer as storage. 

Notes on Speaker Meeting Aug. 27

Peter Simonson of the ACLU spoke
on the Priorities and Perspectives for the
Future in New Mexico. 

The  ACLU  of  New  Mexico
celebrated  its  100  year  anniversary  in
2020.  It  now  has  30+  staff,  8000
members, and a budget of 4.75 million.
It  does  legal,  lobbying,  and
communications work in NM. 
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner: President
Terrence Sloan, MD: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Charlene Baker, Member-at-Large
David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Their priorities for 2022-23 are:

1.  Defend  abortion  care  by  providing  legal
assistance  &  advice,  and  draft  legislation  to
support abortion rights.

2. Transform public safety by reforming the use of
solitary  confinement  and  mass  incarceration,
reducing  criminal  sentences,  and  reforming  the
probation and parole system, eliminating fines and
reforming policing policies.

3.  Stop  the  deportation  machine  and  improve
conditions at immigrant detention facilities.

4.  Promote  indigenous  justice.  There  are  23
federally  recognized  tribes  in  New  Mexico  (11
percent of the population.)

Another goal is to protect elections and voting
rights. In the future, looking for ways to deal with
the  impact  of  climate  change  and  the  rise  of
militias and vigilantism.

Upcoming Board Election for 2023-2024 

HSNM Board members are elected for 2-year
terms.  The  election  will  be  held  at  the  annual
meeting on October 22 of this year, in lieu of the
speaker meeting that month. 

All members are eligible to vote for the board,
and  all  are  encouraged  to  attend  and  vote.  For
those  who  cannot  attend  in  person,  the  meeting
will be available on Zoom. All documentation will
be  available  on  the  HSNM website  and  will  be
emailed to members with the Zoom link before the
meeting.

Agenda for Annual Meeting
October 22, 2022, 1:15 pm, Botts Hall
1. Call to Order
2. Adoption of Annual Meeting Standing Rules
3. Reports of Officers and Standing Committees
4. Nomination and Election of Officers
5. Consideration of Proposed Amendment to 

HSNM Bylaws
6. New Business
7. Adjourn

Slate of Candidates—
2023-24 Board Election

President: Terrance Sloan, MD

Vice President: Charlene Baker

Secretary: Cynthianne Yabut

Treasurer: Richard Grady

Directors-at-Large:

David Steele

Weldon Merritt

Bob Carlson

Candidate Statements

Terrence Sloan, MD—Candidate for President

Dr. Sloan did his undergraduate work at Adams
State  College  in  Colorado  (BS  in  Chemistry)
Medical  School  at  University  of  Colorado,  and
trained  in  Internal  Medicine  at  UCLA  and
University of New Mexico.

He served Native Americans for 41 years in the
Indian  Health  Service  (a  single  payer  health
system)  and  is  retired.  He  is  a  member  of  the
American  Humanist  Society  and  Committee  of
Skeptical Inquiry.

Charlene Baker— Candidate for Vice President

I have been a member of HSNM about 5 years
and  have  previously  been  vice  president  during
Allen  Robnett's  presidency.  I  especially  enjoy
finding  speakers  for  our  speaker  meetings  and
providing opportunities for social gatherings at my
house.  I  will  be  happy  to  serve  as  your  vice
president again.

Richard Grady—Candidate for Treasurer

Richard  is  a  retired  accountant  and has  lived  in
Albuquerque  for  over  8  years,  but  has  been  a
member of AHA quite a bit longer than that. He
loves music,  especially classical,  opera and jazz,
and sings in a barbershop chorus and quartet. He is
also a trumpet player who once played in the Tulsa
Philharmonic.  His  other  principal  hobby  is
Tournament Bridge. He has three children and 10
grandchildren.
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Cynthianne Yabut—Candidate for Secretary

Cynthianne is a retired technical editor, 
volunteering to do my bit to promote humanism 
and thus reason and civil rights in New Mexico. 
Otherwise enjoying retirement in New Mexico, 
with its great climate, scenery, history, and people.

David Stelle—Candidate for Member-at-Large 

Artist  (creator  of  ArtDoers.com),  software
developer (MS Access expert), hiker, skier, sailor,
game  geek.  From  New  England  and  California,
skied  in  Alps,  scuba-dived  in  Bermuda,  hitch-
hiked thru Germany, summer in Italy (visited Villa
Gamberaia and Villa Lante). Degrees in Math and
Landscape  Architecture  (Masters,  Univ.  of
Oregon).  Member  of  Bay  Area  Humanists.
Member of HSNM since 2016.

Robert Carlton—Candidate for Member-at-
Large

Retired for 19 years and a happy NM resident
for  18.  Married  for  56  years,  Gayle  and I  have
lived in seven states and have enjoyed each. Gayle
followed me for school and work so our retirement
location was up to her. We bought a motor home
just before pulling the plug on work and spent a
full year looking for a permanent home. 

My  work-life  was  as  a  "protection
professional". I earned that designation during my
last 20 years of work. Undergraduate work was at
the University of Minnesota. 

Weldon Merritt—Candidate for Member-at-
Large

Weldon  Merritt  has  been  a  member  of  the
American Humanist Association since 2019, and a
member of the Humanist Society of New Mexico
since  2021.  In  addition,  he  is  a  member  of  the
National  Association  of  Parliamentarians,  the
American  Institute  of  Parliamentarians,  the
Freedom  from  Religion  Foundation,  American
Atheists, the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, and
Americans  United for  Separation of  Church and
State. 

A retired lawyer, retired Lieutenant Colonel in
the  U.S.  Army  Judge  Advocate  General’s  Corp,
and a retired professional parliamentarian, Weldon
currently serves as parliamentarian for the HSNM
Board  of  Directors.  In  his  service  as
parliamentarian, Weldon has always kept in mind
that Robert’s Rules itself says, “Good judgment is
essential; the assembly may be of such a nature,
through its unfamiliarity with parliamentary usage
and  its  peaceable  disposition,  that  strict
enforcement  of  the  rules,  instead  of  assisting,
would  greatly  hinder  business.”  He  now  looks
forward to serving HSNM in a more official role.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com

● ACLU of New Mexico 
aclu-nm.org

● Planned Parenthood of New Mexico
sharenm.org/planned-parenthood-of-the-rocky-
mountains-nm
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com

● Planned Parenthood of New Mexico
sharenm.org/planned-parenthood-of-the-rocky-
mountains-nm
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