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Due to scheduling conflicts at 
Botts Hall, All Speaker Meetings
Will Now Start at 1:15 pm.

Speaker Meeting  for August 27

Peter Simonson will speak on ACLU’s
agenda for New Mexico.

Peter Simonson is Executive Director
for the ACLU of New Mexico, a post he
has  held  since  2000.  Under  Peter’s
leadership,  the  ACLU-NM  has  posted
some  of  its  most  important  victories,
winning the freedom to marry for same-
sex couples, banning the practice of civil
asset forfeiture in the state, and defeating
an Albuquerque ordinance that threatened
to limit  abortion access throughout  New
Mexico.

During  his  tenure,  the  ACLU-NM
grew from a staff of 4 to 18 and opened a
second office near the US-Mexico border
devoted to immigrant and border affairs.

The  mission  of  the  ACLU  of  New
Mexico is to protect and advance justice,
liberty,  and equity  as  guaranteed  by  the
constitutions  of  New  Mexico  and  the
United States.
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    August 13  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your Mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    August 20  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“Water Issues in the Southwest”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   August 27  
Due to scheduling conflicts at Botts Hall, the speaker

meeting will start at 1:15 pm

HSNM Speaker Program:  1:15 pm –  3:00 pm
“The ACLU Agenda for New Mexico”
Peter Simonson, ACLU of New Mexico

Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email 

Terry Sloan at utokap@gmail.com
or David Stelle at gstelle@gmail.com 

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending in-person be fully 
immunized against COVID-19 and be able to show a 
vaccine record card if requested. “Fully immunized” 
means that at least two weeks have elapsed since the final 

vaccination. Masks are optional.



Notes on Open Meeting July 9

White  supremacy  is  ingrained  into
all  systems  in  America.  Racism  is
endemic in the US. Racism can exist in
every  human  group—anyone  can  be
racist.  For  a  perspective  on  modern
society,  the  book  Read  Until  you
Understand by  Farah  Griffin  imparts
lessons from the black community and
its artists and thinkers. 

Prejudices  and bias  are  not  logical.
Right  wingers’ arguments  are  religious
rather  than  logical.  A  problem  in
America’s  political  system  is  that  a
minority  can  dictate  to  the  majority.
Control of the courts facilitate political
control. Our population is more diverse,
but  company  boards  and  government
officers are still mostly white men. 

Notes on Topical Meeting July 16

Topic  was  hobbies  and  recreation.
Members have a wide range of hobbies
and  interests—singing  in  a  chorus,
barbershop  quartet,  choir;  games—
bridge,  chess,  monopoly;  sports;  folk
dancing;  ballroom  dancing;
woodworking;  volunteering;  restoring
old cars;  taking Oasis classes. Hobbies
can offer  distraction—an escape into a
fantasy  world.  Recreation,  or  play,
increases  dopamine  in  the  brain  and
increases the feeling of well-being. 

Games  can  increase  socialization.
There has  been speculation that  games
and puzzles can increase mental acuity,
but recent studies don’t seem to support
this idea. 

One member disliked games because
the  competitiveness  is  corrosive  to
social  cohesion.  They  have  no
redeeming qualities and cost money!
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner: President
Terrence Sloan, MD: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Charlene Baker, Member-at-Large
David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Sports  can  unite  people  in  working together,
but  also  help  separate  them.   One  member
suggested a “world” league where everyone is on
the  same  team.  No  idea  how  this  would  work,
although  there  are  cooperative  games, like
Dungeons and Dragons, or Forbidden Island.

Notes on Speaker Meeting July 23

The topic was  Reproductive Health Care in a
Post-Roe America.

The speaker,  Dr Eve Espey,  was a physician
with the Indian Health Services, and is currently at
the UNM School of Medicine, Dept. of Ob-Gyn. 

The original Roe v Wade decision was 7-2, not
particularly  controversial  at  the  time,  but  the
Republicans started using it  as a wedge issue to
drive their supporters to the polls. The nullification
of Roe v Wade came to a head with Texas Senate
Bill 8, which banned all abortions and counseling
after  six  weeks,  which  effectively  blocked  all
abortion  in  Texas.  Immediately  thereafter,  New
Mexico  experienced  an   influx  of  patients  from
Texas  seeking  care.  To  protect  patients  from
prosecution  in  Texas,  callers  from  Texas  are
instructed to use the code words “We’ve heard the
sunsets are beautiful in New Mexico” to  indicate
they are requesting abortion services.

Most patients are in their 20’s, religious, low
income, unmarried, white, have at least one child
already, and graduated from high school.

Federal law mandates that doctors provide care
in cases of medical emergency, but the definition
of  emergency  is  so  vague  that  doctors  fear
intervening until the patient is at death’s door. 

The United States already has the worst track
record  for  maternal  and  neonatal  deaths  in  the
developed countries. Overturning Roe v Wade will
make it worse. 

Humanist Game Group

Every Tuesday at 5:30pm David Stelle runs a 
game session with a video camera showing his 
game table. Using HSNM's Zoom account, people 
play whatever game they like from his game 
collection. David sets up and runs the game and 
tells each player when it's their turn as each player 
describes what they would like to do. 

Examples of games played: Ticket to Ride, 
Robo Rally, House of Danger, Monopoly, 
Sequence, Forbidden Island, Pirateer, and Sorry.

Thursdays at 7pm, David, our secretary, 
Cynthianne, and 4 -8  others play Codenames 
online (codenames.game).

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
● Santa Fe Atheist Community

meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com

● ACLU of New Mexico 
aclu-nm.org

● Planned Parenthood of New Mexico
sharenm.org/planned-parenthood-of-the-rocky-
mountains-nm
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