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Speaker Meeting  for June 25
Eileen Barrett, MD, MPH, an internal

medicine physician in  Albuquerque,  will
speak on the  topic  “We Can Do Better:
Evidence informed policy that can reduce
firearm injury and deaths.”  

Dr Barrett is Chair-elect for the Board
of  Regents  of  the  American  College  of
Physicians,  the  largest  medical  specialty
society  in  the  world,  and  the  former
President of the NM Society of Hospital
Medicine. She is also an elected member
of the Gold Humanism Honor Society.  

Notes on Open Meeting 5/14/22
Meeting  started  with  one  member

recommending two books by John Avlon:
Lincoln  and  the  Fight  for  Peace,  and
Washington’s  Farewell.  George
Washington was against  political  parties,
feeling that they increased the tendency to
excessive  partisanship  in  politics.
Evidently he was right! 

One  member  questioned  why  the
general  attitude  toward  Trump  was  so
negative,  considering  the  good  he  had
done—that  the  economy  was  so  much
better  under  Trump  than  Biden  because
their  portfolio  was  doing  really  well.
Several  members  opined  that  while  the
wealthy and ultra-wealthy did well under
Trump, everyone else did much worse…
and  that  this  was  a  symptom  of  the
increasing  gap  between  rich  and  poor-
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    June 11  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your Mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    June 18  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“The Importance of Play”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   June 25  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:30 am –  12:30 pm

“We Can Do Better: Evidence-informed policy That Can
Reduce Firearm Injury and Deaths.”

by Eileen Barrett, MD, MPH
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email 

Terry Sloan at utokap@gmail.com
or David Stelle at gstelle@gmail.com 

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person be 
fully immunized against COVID-19 and be able to show a 
vaccine record card if requested. “Fully immunized” 
means that at least two weeks have elapsed since the final 

vaccination. Masks are optional.



most  of  the  population  do  not  even
HAVE a portfolio.  One member  stated
that  we  were  in  a  new  “gilded  age”
wherein a few were enormously wealthy
with  the  rest near  to  poverty—the
middle class  is  steadily being demoted
to the lower class.

There  was  a  discussion  about  the
developments  on  abortion,  including
some attempts to define terms—what is
abortion rights actually about—which is
more  important:  the  agency  of  the
woman  or  the  fetus?—what  does  it
mean to say “when life begins?”

Notes on Topical Meeting 5/14/22
Topic for May was “Is There Such a

Thing as a Just War?”

At  least  one  member  insisted  that,
from a humanist point of view, there can
never  be  a  just  war,  considering  how
much suffering a war causes. Any war,
whether “just” or not, involves massive
human rights abuses and atrocities that
can be considered war crimes. Another
member  pointed  out  that  defending
yourself  from  an  attack  would  be
considered  “just”  and  everyone
generally agreed. Whether a war can be
considered “just” seems to come down
to  point  of  view (considered  “just”  by
the  country  that  started  it  or  “just”  by
the country defending?). 

There was quite a bit of discussion
on the comment that wars are frequently
based on lies,  and many are started or
aided  and  abetted  by  religion.  One
member asked if the Civil War (or, as it
is  known  in  the  former  confederate
states, the War of Northern Aggression)
was  a  just  war.  Was  the  Spanish-
American war just? 

There was also a lively discussion of
whether  or  not  humans  were  innately
violent. One member posed the idea that
fear engenders rage, which can lead to
aggression,  but  that  humans  have  the
ability  to  control  or  channel  their
emotions. One member argued that we
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner: President
Terrence Sloan, MD: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Charlene Baker, Member-at-Large
David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life  from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



may have the ability to control emotions, but not
the  will.  Another  remarked  that  in  situations
requiring  a  solution  to  a  problem,  men  argue
endlessly, and women solve the problems. 

Notes on May Speaker Meeting 5/21/22
Jan Wilson  spoke about  End of  Life  Options

New Mexico  (endoflifeoptionsnm.org).

The choices at the end of life are:

● Stay in own home or move to a facility
● Control what kind and how much treatment 

you desire
● Obtain palliative care 
● Obtain hospice care
● Obtain aggressive care of pain
● Voluntarily stop eating and drinking (VSED)
● Consider medical aid in dying (MAID) – New

Mexico passed the Elisabeth Whitefield End of
Life  Options  Act,  effective  June  18,  2021
which allows MAID.

Steps to implement the decisions are:

● Determine priorities
● Discuss with loved ones
● Explain priorities to health care professionals
● Prepare  an  advance  directive  and  choose  an

end-of-life advocate to enforce it
Other organizations that can provide end of life

help, guidance and resources are Compassion and
Choices (compassionandchoices.org),  Death with
Dignity  (deathwithdignity.org),  and  The
Conversation Project (theconversationproject.org).

Fighting  White  Christian  Nationalism  at
#AHACON22

by Nicole Carr   (May26, 2022) – 
We’re  previewing  more  of  the  exciting

sessions you’ll see when you attend the American
Humanist  Association’s  (AHA)  upcoming  81st

Annual  Conference.  The  conference  will  be
entirely virtual again this year, so you can join us
from your very own home, or even set up a watch
party with your friends, family, or local group.

The main Conference sessions will be on Sat-
urday,  June  25th,  and  Sunday,  June  26th,  with  a
Kick-Off Social Gathering on the evening of Fri-
day, June 24th. We’ll also have a series of network-
ing and social  events throughout the Conference
so you can meet and connect with other attendees.

This week we preview exciting sessions you won’t
want to miss that highlight the importance of pro-
tecting the separation of church and state.

We are all aware of the threat of White Chris-
tian  Nationalists,  who  are  working  to  turn  our
democracy  into  a  theocracy  by  dismantling  true
religious freedom. #AHACON22 will bring you a
panel discussion on the issue, led by Andrew Sei-
del. Seidel is Vice President of Strategic Commu-
nication  at  Americans  United  for  Separation  of
Church  and  State,  and  is  well  known  to  the
humanist community as an expert on the issue.

The  author  of  two  books—The  Foundation
Myth:  Why  Christian  Nationalism  is  Un-Ameri-
can, and  American  Crusade:  How the  Supreme
Court is Weaponizing Religious Freedom (due out
in September)—Seidel was also a major contribu-
tor  to  the  ground-breaking  report  Christian
Nationalism at the January 6, 2021 Insurrection.
He is an attorney who has defended separation of
church and state  for  more than a decade.  Seidel
will be joined at the Conference by a panel of dis-
tinguished experts.

Another  session,  led by AHA Legal  Director
and  Senior  Counsel  Monica  Miller,  will  review
some of  the  important  separation  of  church  and
state cases in front of the US Supreme Court this
year.  She’ll  cover  all-important  issues  including
reproductive  healthcare  and  abortion  rights  and
taxpayer-funds supporting religious schools. She’ll
also provide attendees an inside look at her recent
oral  arguments  in  the  11th Circuit  Court  of
Appeals,  defending  against  a  government-
sponsored prayer vigil.

Don’t  miss  out  on  these  and  other  vibrant
sessions  that  focus  on  the  panoply  of  humanist
experiences.  And  remember,  discounted
registration of $15 is available to all—but it only
lasts until June 1st.  See you there!

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
● Santa Fe Atheist Community

meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community
● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 

ffrf.org
● Proactive Progressive Populism

proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com
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https://ffrf.org/uploads/legal/Christian_Nationalism_and_the_Jan6_Insurrection-2-9-22.pdf
https://ffrf.org/uploads/legal/Christian_Nationalism_and_the_Jan6_Insurrection-2-9-22.pdf

