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Speaker Meeting  for May 28
Jan Wilson will speak about End of 

Life Options New Mexico. Their website is
endoflifeoptionsnm.org.

Their  mission  is  to  ensure  that  New
Mexicans have accurate  information and
caring support to choose their end-of-life
options  in  a  system  that  honors  those
choices.  They  provide  information  and
support  for  all  end-of-life  options,
including  medical  aid  in  dying,  with
compassion, respect, and integrity. 

Notes on Open Meeting 4/9/22
Lively  discussions  on:  topless  diners

in  the  Bible  Belt  (yes,  really  a  thing!),
classical  music,  choral  music,  and  “The
Girl from Ipanema.” 

There  was  some  back  and  forth  on
christian churches such as the Methodists
going  through  theological  battles.  Some
mention was made of the problems with
the US medical system (or lack of same),
and the influence of money on medicine
and  the  desirability  of  a  single-payer
system or  Medicare for all. 

Some attendees thought that a general
denial  of  shared  responsibility  was
prevalent in the US, and that  anger and
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    May 14  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your Mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    May 21  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon
“Is There Such a Thing as a Just War?”

Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   May 28  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:30 am –  12:30 pm

Jan Wilson will speak about End of Life Options New Mexico
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email 

Terry Sloan at utokap@gmail.com
or David Stelle at gstelle@gmail.com 

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person be 
fully immunized against COVID-19 and be able to show a 
vaccine record card if requested. “Fully immunized” 
means that at least two weeks have elapsed since the final 

vaccination. Masks are optional.



fear  were  factors  in  animus  against
immigrants.  One  member  stated  that
there  were  several  groups  actively
aiding  refugees  in  Albuquerque,  but
details of their work are kept low-key to
avoid trouble from agitators.

Notes on Topical Meeting 4/16/22
Topic was Unregulated Capitalism.

Unregulated  capitalism  is  just  wild
west  capitalism.  Capitalism  has  no
inherent incentives to prevent fraud and
abuse,  resulting  in  what  is  sometimes
called  a  “gilded  age”  in  which  a  few
control  immense  wealth  while  the
majority  of  the  population struggles  to
exist.  “Regulated” capitalism is subject
to laws and subsequent regulations that
control what is and is not allowed in the
operation of the economy, and to at least
control outright financial fraud. 

Examples are SEC regulations about
inside trading, attempts to inflate a stock
price  to  get  a  quick  profit  before  the
price drops again. Since the 1980’s, the
elites  have  been  endeavoring,  with
complicit “economists”, to roll back the
regulations  that  controlled  capitalism,
which has resulted in our dawning new
gilded  age.  Some  economists,  such  as
Paul Krugman and Thomas Piketty have
realized  that  much  of  conventional
economic  theory  is  defective  and  are
publishing arguments against it.

It  was  also  noted  that  capitalism
encourages  consumerism,  which  does
not  equate  with  happiness.  There  was
some discussion of what would happen
if workers did have more free time due
to automation- would they be bored? 
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terrence Sloan: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Charlene Baker, Member-at-Large
David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life  from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Notes on March Speaker Meeting 4/23/22

“Your Brain Has a Mind of Its Own” by 
Marythelma Ransom

The sense of “self” arises from feelings, which
come from the brain stem rather than the cortex.
Feelings  can  be  classified  as  homeopathic,
sensory-perceptual, or instinctual. 

Marythelma also told us about her involvement
in the True Self Project, which was the winner of
the  2020 Gradiva  Award in  Art  by the  National
Association  for  the  Advancement  of
Psychoanalysis.  The  purpose  of  the  True  Self
Project (TSP) is to address the often unrecognized
damage  of  developmental  trauma.  For  more
information,  their  website  is  trueselfproject.org.
My thanks to Marythelma for the presentation.

Humanists Celebrate National Day of 
Reason Resolution Introduced in the US 
House of Representatives

(Washington, DC, April 29, 2022) – 

Today,  Representative  Jamie  Raskin  (MD-8)
and Representative  Jared Huffman (CA-2) intro-
duced a resolution to recognize May 4th, 2022 as a
“National Day of Reason.” The resolution is co-
sponsored  by  fellow  Congressional  Freethought
Caucus members Representative Eleanor Holmes
Norton (DC), Representative Hank Johnson (GA-
4), Representative Mark Pocan (WI-2), Represen-
tative  Pramila  Jayapal  (WA-7),  Representative
Jerry  McNerney  (CA-9),  and  Representative
Rashida Tlaib (MI-13).

The  National  Day  of  Reason  celebrates  sci-
ence, logic, and reason as guiding principles of our
secular  democracy,  and  promotes  greater  aware-
ness  of  the  constitutional  separation  of  religion
and  government.  The  resolution  “encourages  all
citizens, residents, and visitors to join in observing
this day and focusing on the central importance of
reason, critical thought, the scientific method, and
free inquiry to resolving social problems and pro-
moting the welfare of humankind.”

“As we enter the third year of the COVID-19
pandemic, amid ongoing conspiracy theories and
distrust in vaccinations, we must continue to work
to recenter reason and science in all facets of the
United States’ response,” AHA Executive Director
Nadya Dutchin commented. “This resolution is an-
other step forward in doing so.”

Humanist  and  nontheist  communities  around
the  country  will  celebrate  the  National  Day  of
Reason as part of a nationwide  Secular Week of
Action, an opportunity to make positive change in
our communities through volunteerism.

Those interested in demonstrating their support
for a National Day of Reason are encouraged to
visit  the  National  Day  of  Reason  website
(nationaldayofreason.org) where  individuals  can
view planned events,  read  media  coverage  from
previous years,  and organizations can sign-up as
endorsers.

“Reason has always been a  guiding light  for
humanity’s  progress  and  a  way  to  tackle  major
issues we have faced and continue to face. We will
continue  to  protect  the  rights  of  all  people,
recognizing that reason is a vital tool in getting us
to the more inclusive and just future we envision,”
Dutchin concluded.

T-Shirts Available
Charlene  has  a  new  supply  of  “One  Race”

black T-shirts. They are bargains at $12.50 each. If
you would like to buy one, contact her at a regular
HSNM meeting, or at huftrot@gmail.com.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com
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http://weekofaction.org/
http://weekofaction.org/
mailto:huftrot@gmail.com

