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T-Shirts Available
Charlene  has  a  new supply  of  “One

Race” black T-shirts. They are bargains at
$12.50 each. If you would like to buy one,
contact her at a regular HSNM meeting,
or at huftrot@gmail.com.

Speaker Meeting  for April 23
One  of  our  members,  Marythelma

Ransom, will  give a talk entitled  “Your
Brain  Has  a  Mind  of  its  Own,”  on  the
affective neuroscience evolutionary theory
of experience. 

Marythelma  is  a  psychologist  retired
after  forty  years  of  practice  in
Albuquerque.  

Notes on Open Meeting 3/12/22
There was a  wide-ranging discussion

on  many  topics,  including  plant-based
diets for better health, and is Putin sane?
His actions seem to be irrational, but how
can we know what  he is  thinking? Also
discussed were symbolic gestures made to
support Ukraine,  racism in the treatment
of Ukrainian refugees and how this might
relate to instinctual behavior in humans.

Notes on Topical Meeting 3/19/22
 Sustainable Agriculture was the topic

for the meeting. There was discussion of
climate change and climate refugees being
the  challenge  of  the  future.  Will
sustainable agriculture help? One member
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    April 9  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    April 16  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“Unregulated Capitalism”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   April 23  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:15 am –  12:15 pm

“Your Brain Has a Mind of its Own.” 
Marythelma Ransom

Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email 

Terry Sloan at utokap@gmail.com
or David Stelle at gstelle@gmail.com 

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person be 
fully immunized against COVID-19 and be able to show a 
vaccine record card if requested. “Fully immunized” 
means that at least two weeks have elapsed since the final 

vaccination. Masks are optional.

mailto:huftrot@gmail.com


referenced the dust bowl, which resulted
from  unsustainable  agricultural
practices.  There  is  regenerative
agriculture being used to reclaim desert
areas.  Kiss the Ground, a documentary,
was  recommended  for  insight  into
sustainable  agriculture.  For  more
information,  see   the  website  at
kissthegroundmovie.com 

Sustainable  agriculture  has  several
important facets: 1) Converting to no-till
farming;  2)  Planting  perennials  and
trees;  3)  Using  composting  and  mob-
grazing; 4) Using cover crops.

Other  documentaries  of  interest
include The Biggest Little Farm and The
Need  to  Grow.  One  member  reported
that  attempts  at  moderating  farming
practices are being blocked because the
large corporations  that have caused the
problems block reform because it means
a loss of profit. Governmental action is
required, but, also due to resistance from
big business, will not occur until a crisis
point is reached. Techniques developed
at the citizen level will only be adopted
by  government  when  disaster  looms.
The  problem at  bottom is  the  lock  on
government  by  big  business  and
oligarchs.

There are things that can be done at
the  personal  level,  such  as  buying  at
farmer’s markets or Whole Heart Farm
(http://wholeheart.farm)  and  dining  at
Farm-to-Table  restaurants.   There  are
quite a few of these in the Albuquerque
area (google farm-to-table to find them).

Notes on March Speaker Meeting 
3/26/22

The  March  speaker  meeting,
presented  by  Kristi  Door  of  the
Albuquerque Museum Foundation,  was
on the subject of humanism and the arts,
with the theme of Arts.History.People. 
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terrence Sloan: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Charlene Baker, Member-at-Large
David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



The  Albuquerque  Museum  was  first  estab-
lished in 1967, located at the Sunport, as the Albu-
querque Museum of Art and Science. It moved to
its current location east of Old Town in 1979. 

The museum has established a native sculpture
garden with native plants,  and, according to one
member,  resident rabbits that can be observed at
dawn  and  sundown.  The  museum  has  started  a
capital drive to finance expanded floor space for
educational programs.

Currently (until April 23) there is an exhibit on
“Indigo  Across  the  Globe,”  which  features  cos-
tumes  and  clothing  from  around  the  world  that
show the use of indigo dye.

Other  programs  at  the  museum  include  the
Magic Bus program for  schoolkids,  and exhibits
highlighting New Mexico culture and local artists. 

HSNM Potluck April 30!
The  traditional  5th  Saturday  HSNM  Potluck

will  be happening on Saturday,  April  30 at  4:00
PM at Charlene Baker's house in the North Valley.
If it is warm enough,we'll be on the patio. 

The theme will be Creativity, so be prepared to
show and tell something that you have created or
can do. Maybe you write poetry, juggle, play an
instrument, do watercolors, or something else that
represents the creative side of you.

Please let Charlene know you are coming and
what  food you will  bring  to  share  by  Thursday,
April  28.  Call  at  (505)350-2436 or  email  her  at
huftrot@gmail.com.  Spouses  and  partners  are
invited as well as guests who may be interested in
humanism.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
● Santa Fe Atheist Community

meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community
● Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter

meetup.com/FFRABQ
● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 

ffrf.org
● Proactive Progressive Populism

proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com

Humanists Applaud Congress’s Support for
Repealing Blasphemy Laws in Government 
Funding Bill for Second Year

(Washington, DC, March 11, 2022) – 

Last night,  Congress passed the 2022 Appro-
priations Act, which includes language, drafted by
staff  at  the American Humanist  Association,  that
supports the repeal of blasphemy laws around the
world.  This  is  the  second  year  Congress  has,
through  the  appropriations  process,  explicitly
encouraged the State Department to prioritize the
global  repeal  of  blasphemy  laws, using  AHA-
drafted language.

The bill “includes funds to support in-country
training  programs  for  countries  that  repeal  or
begin  a  formal  process  to  remove  blasphemy-
related  offenses  for  their  criminal  codes,  and  to
train relevant civil society leaders, religious lead-
ers, the media, the judiciary, and law enforcement
on  conflict  de-escalation  tools,  community
engagement,  peacebuilding,  and  international
human  rights  standards,”  states  the  Act’s  joint
explanatory statement. 

“We were  delighted  to  see  Congress  include
our language in the bill for the second year,” says
AHA Director of Policy and Social Justice Rachel
Deitch.  “Repealing  blasphemy laws  and moving
toward a society that allows and encourages free-
dom of thought requires significant investment in
reframing not only the law, but public perception
and beliefs. That’s exactly what this language aims
to  provide.  We  hope  that  Congress’s  actions  to
include the language for a second year establishes
a precedent that ensures that the US government
will support these efforts for years to come.”

Blasphemy laws exist  in more than 80 coun-
tries  and are  the  most  explicit  laws banning the
expression  of  doubts  or  criticism regarding  reli-
gion.  In  several  countries,  the  penalty  for  being
found guilty of violating these laws is death. Blas-
phemy laws are used to restrict the rights of not
just  the nonreligious,  but  minorities  of  all  faiths
and  philosophies,  women,  LGBTQ  people,  and
political dissidents.
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