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Speaker Meeting  for March
Kristi  Dorr  and  Andrew  Connors  of

the Albuquerque Museum Foundation will
discuss the influence of humanism in art. 

The  foundation  —  an  independent,
nonprofit corporation — raises funds for
the  Albuquerque  Museum  and  supports
the  museum’s  exceptional  exhibitions,
educational  programs,  and  acquisitions.
Their website is albuquerquemuseum.org.

New Email Address for HSNM
HSNM  has  a  new  email  address

(hsnmboxP@gmail.com) for members and
the  public  to  use  for  questions  and
comments to our organization. 

Notes on Open Meeting 2/12/22
Fifteen people attended, both in person

and  by  Zoom.  In  the  wide-ranging
discussion,  topics  included  the  second
amendment versus the first amendment to
the  constitution,  no-knock  raids  by  the
police,  and  personal  freedom  versus
personal  responsibility.  Also  discussed
were  abortion  and  the  tendency  of
conservatives  to  want  simple  answers
(even  if  wrong)  to  complex  questions-
such as simply banning abortions, which
doesn’t  reduce  the  number  of  abortions,
rather  than  making  them  unnecessary
through education and contraception. The
final discussion was how to publicize our
humanist group.  
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    March   12  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s On Your mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    March   19  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“Sustainable Agriculture”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   March   26  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:15 am –  12:15 pm

Kristi Dorr and Andrew Connors
“The Influence of Humanism in Art”

Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email    

Terry Sloan at:   utokap@gmail.com  

 
Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person 
meeting wear a mask, be fully immunized against COVID-
19 and be able to show a vaccine record card if requested. 
“Fully immunized” means that at least two weeks have 

elapsed since the final vaccination. 



Notes on Topical Meeting 2/19/22
Topic was: Evolutionary Biology in the 
21st Century. Over 20 people attended, 
including the on-line audience.

Darwin  deduced  natural  selection
from  the  evidence  in  nature,  without
knowing exactly what was going on. His
ideas were rooted in the observation of
the selection done by humans to change
the characteristics of domestic animals.
If people could do it, nature could do it
too.  Observed  that  different  islands  in
the Galapagos had developed a range of
different  species  that  had  adapted  to
different food sources. 

Darwin’s  findings  conflicted  with
the  foundational  ideas  of  western
religions and still  produce anger in the
fundamentalist.  Some  mainstream
religions like Roman Catholicism accept
evolution,  which,  one  person  asserted,
eventually leads to an attitude similar to
humanism.  Observation  that  education
increases  skepticism  about  religion,
although some highly educated persons
can  also  be  deeply  religious.  Remarks
that  religious  attitudes  have  an
evolutionary  basis.  One  member  said
that religion is attractive to some people,
but so are drugs. 

How can tribalism affect evolution?
Can  intelligence  affect  evolution?  Is
intelligence  a  survival  trait?  Will  the
stupid kill off the intelligent? Discussion
included intelligence,  types  of
intelligence,  such  as  “emotional
intelligence”  and  how  it  is  defined.
There  was  also  discussion  of
psychopathy  as  a  kind  of  emotional
intelligence.  Or  does  emotional
intelligence  rely  on  the  ability  to
empathize with others?
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terrence Sloan: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Web master & Member-at-Large
Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor & Member-at-Large

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



The  most  “intelligent”  people  are  the
aborigines,  who  have  managed  to  survive
extremely harsh environments without the aid of
advanced technology.

Discussion  of  how  ideas,  such  as   those  of
Hitler  and Mussolini,  can influence the direction
of a society. 

Also discussed was how humans have affected
evolution  as  we  alter  or  destroy  environments.
Some species will die out, and others will survive
in changed form. Difficult to predict what path the
changes  will  take.  Sometimes  the  question  is
short-term survival versus long-term survival. 

The  movie  Don’t  Look  Up presents  the
scenario where groups choose short-term benefits
versus  survival  of  humanity.  That  is  a  factor  in
survival,  a  part  of  evolution.  Humans  are  a  big
factor in changes, and part of nature. Humans can
keep some animals from extinction in zoos, where
they are no longer found in the wild, because there
is  no  more  “wild”  for  them  to  live  in.  Human
alterations  of  the  environment,  deliberately  or
inadvertently,  always  run  the  risk  of  the  law of
unintended  effects.  This  also  applies  to  the
manipulation of human genes. We are all part of an
experiment.

Recommended  book  for  insight  into  human
history:  A Brief  History  of  Everyone  Who  Ever
Lived, by  Adam Charles Rutherford. Also,   Some
Assembly  Required by  Neil  Shubin  is  an
entertaining overview of evolution. 

Notes on February Speaker Meeting 2/26/22

[Note: Any errors and/or omissions in the following 
narrative are mine- Cynthianne]

Roy Moody gave his thoughts on humanism 
and spirituality, although, he remarked, some 
humanists don’t feel that spirituality has anything 
to do with humanism. 

He  talked  about  his  exploration  of  what  it
means  to  have  a  humanist  spirituality  versus  a
theistic spirituality, Naturalistic spirituality, secular

Buddhism  and  Stoicism,  and  briefly  discussed
aspects  of  each.  For  more  information  on
Spiritualistic  naturalism  their  website  is:
snsociety.org.

Roy  considers  secular  spirituality   the
emotional reaction to reality, things coming from
the  inside  out,  and  can  include  such  thing  as
secular meditation, quiet reflection, quiet time, tai
chi,  yoga  spiritual  activities,  appreciation  of  art
and acts of compassion.

Secular spiritualism refers to the longing for a
deeper  relationship  with  the  natural  world  and
others.

To Robert Solomon, author of  Spirituality for
the Skeptic, spirituality is an effort to discover our
better selves; a process rather than a result.

Roy summarized his beliefs as:

I  believe  in  thinking  for  myself;  using
evidence,  experience  and  reason;  living  this  life
well; working out meaning of life myself;  doing
good without regard to punishment;  believing in
nature.  Living  cooperatively  with  those  of  other
beliefs while not believing in supernatural beings
or a personified god.

He  prefers  the  word  “nontheist”  since  it  is
much less fraught than the word “atheist.”

Letter to Congress on Voting Rights

Congress Must Remain Focused on the Fight
Against Racial Discrimination in Voting
(Washington, DC, February 2, 2022) – 

On behalf  of  The  Leadership  Conference  on
Civil and Human Rights, a coalition of more than
230  national  organizations  committed  to
promoting  and  protecting  the  civil  and  human
rights of all persons in the United States, and the
53 undersigned organizations, we write to thank
you for your leadership — and your colleagues’
support  both  in  the  House  and  Senate  —  in
pushing  forward  critical  federal  voting  rights
protections, and to urge you to remain extremely
focused in the weeks ahead on the core issue of
racial discrimination in voting.
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First, we want to acknowledge and commend
your steadfast leadership in pushing the Freedom
to Vote: John R. Lewis Act to the Senate floor. We
thank you for using every tool at your disposal to
secure  a  substantive,  public  debate  among  U.S.
senators  on  critical  federal  voting  rights
protections — the first to occur since the  Shelby
County v. Holder decision gutted the Voting Rights
Act nearly nine years ago.

We also deeply appreciate your decision to call
a  vote  on  whether  to  allow  an  often-amended
procedural rule to stand in the way of the voting
rights  protections  that  voters  of  color  need  and
deserve — forcing each U.S.  senator  to make a
legacy-defining  choice  and  showing  the  nation
who  is  on  the  right  side  of  history.  Several
senators spoke eloquently and passionately about
the  current  existential  threats  to  our  democracy
and Congress’s urgent constitutional responsibility
to meet these threats with federal legislation.

This  debate  and  vote  mark  progress  on  our
journey  towards  becoming  a  truly  inclusive,
multiracial democracy. Yet we have far to go, and
we must fight on. As John Lewis said: “Never give
up, never give in, never give out.” We know that
you and your colleagues are actively considering
what  comes  next  for  voting  rights  and  pro-
democracy reforms in the Senate.  We appreciate
your commitment  to  keeping the  Senate  and the
nation laser-focused on this  issue in  the coming
weeks despite a challenging Senate calendar. This
is simply too important to move past.

As  you  consider  next  steps,  we  urge  you  to
remain  focused  on  the  urgent  threat  of  racial
discrimination  in  voting. People  of  color  made
their voices heard in record numbers in the 2020
election,  and  the  result  has  been  a  swift  and
sustained backlash to ensure that they can never
again exercise their full voice and power. Voters of
color are facing the greatest threat to voting rights
since Jim Crow, and this threat is targeted. From
questions about the vote count in communities of
color to the January 6th insurrection — just one
day  after  Georgia  elected  its  first  Black  and
Jewish  U.S.  senators  —  to  the  rash  of  voter
suppression laws in the states, including efforts to
replace nonpartisan election officials especially in
communities  of  color,  the  urgent  threats  to  our
democracy  are  rooted  in  racism.  As  civil  rights

and community leaders have said many times, we
cannot out-organize or litigate past attacks on our
freedom  to  vote. Therefore,  we  must  have  a
legislative solution, and that solution must address
racial discrimination head on.

The  conversations  regarding  reforms  to  the
Electoral  Count  Act  (ECA)  are  needed  and
welcome, but they simply are not adequate to meet
the  current  moment.  We  should  certainly  make
sure  that  votes  duly  cast  are  reflected  in  the
ultimate  presidential  count.  But  we  also  must
address the discriminatory barriers to the ballot
that prevent votes from even being cast, or we will
retreat  and  retrench  from  our  aspirations  as  a
multiracial  democracy  —  just  as  we  did  after
Reconstruction.

Moreover,  we  must  ensure  that  any  revised
legislation  also  includes  components  of  the
Freedom  to  Vote:  John  R.  Lewis  Act  that  are
necessary  to  address  the  problems  faced  by
eligible voters in their attempts to cast votes and
have those votes counted. Further, while seeking
narrow reforms that can garner 60 votes is useful,
we  must  continue  the  conversation  —  in  the
Senate  and  across  the  country  —  about  the
imperative to no longer allow an arcane rule with
a  racist  history  to  block  urgently  needed
protections for the freedom to vote.

Thank  you  again  for  your  tremendous
leadership, and we look forward to working with
you  to  ensure  that  the  U.S.  Senate  fulfills  its
constitutional  responsibility  to  protect  and
preserve the freedom to vote.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
For information please visit their websites.

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter
meetup.com/FFRABQ

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com

News sources for information on the Ukraine 
situation (in English)
● euromaidanpress.com
● kyivindependent.com
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