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Safety Notice for Meetings

If, due to the severity of the pandemic,
it  becomes  dangerous  to  continue  in-
person   meetings,  HSNM will  return  to
Zoom  only  meetings  until  the  danger
diminishes. 

This could happen at the last minute,
so  check  Meetup  or  your  e-mail  before
going  to  an  in-person  meeting.  We
apologize for this inconvenience, but it is
not as inconvenient as getting Covid.

Speaker Meeting  for February
On  February  26,  10:15  am,  Roy

Moody  will  speak  on  Humanism  and
Spirituality at Botts Hall, 423 Central NE.

Roy is  a  retired  professional  speaker
and  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian
Church of Albuquerque.  

Notes on Open Meeting 1/11/22
There were about a dozen attendees at

the meeting in person, and four people on
Zoom.  One  member  recommended  the
book  Ten  More  Doors,  Politics  and  the
Path  to  Change,  by  Dede  Feldman.  Ms
Feldman was a democratic senator in New
Mexico for over 15 years before retiring
in 2013. 

After  a  discussion  of  the  current
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    February 12  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s on your mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    February 19  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“Evolutionary Biology in the 21st Century”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   February 26  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:15 am –  12:15 pm

Roy Moody on Humanism and Spirituality 
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email    

Terry Sloan at: utokap@gmail.com

 
Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person 
meeting wear a mask, be fully immunized against COVID-
19 and be able to show a vaccine record card if requested. 
“Fully immunized” means that at least two weeks have 

elapsed since the final vaccination. 

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


political  situation,  another  member
remarked that there was some hope for
democracy.  The  discussion  wandered
into  meditations  on  mortality-  some
members  have  had
friends/acquaintances die in the last few
months  from  various  causes.  Terry
recommended  Steven  Pinker’s  book
Rationality,  and  discussed  rational
thinking  versus  motivated  thinking.  It
seems  that  liberals  tend  more  toward
rationality,  while  conservatives
frequently engage in motivated thinking.
Can rationality be taught? It is possible
that  the  ability  to  process  new
information depends on background and
indoctrination as much as innate ability.

One  person  recommended  the  TV
series, Finding Your Roots, on PBS.

There  was  some  discussion  of
alternate  energy  sources,  such  as
hydrogen, but that they all have various
underlying  costs  or  problems  that  are
not  recognized.  Another  person
mentioned  Beloved,  a  book  that  won
Toni  Morrison  the  Pulitzer  Prize  for
Literature in 2013. The book examines
the  destructive  legacy  of  slavery  as  it
chronicles  the  life  of  a  Black  woman
named  Sethe,  from  her  pre-Civil  War
days as a slave in Kentucky to her time
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1873. The book
is  now  being  banned  by  some  school
boards in Tennessee and Texas. 

One  person  proposed  that  slavery,
outside considerations of morality,  was
advantageous  to  the  societies  that
practiced  it,  as  it  existed  in  Africa,
Spain,  Greece,  and  the  Indian
subcontinent  for  many  years,  and  is
mentioned in the Bible.

2

The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terrence Sloan: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer
David Stelle: Web master

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Notes on Topical Meeting 1/15/22
Topic  was  “What  Does  Patriotism  Mean  to

Humanists?”

The dictionary definition of patriotism is “love
for or devotion to one's country.” As one person
says, everyone, including the rioters who attacked
the capitol building on January 6, thinks they are
patriots,  so  it  is  not  really  a  useful  concept.  In
actuality, patriotism is simple tribal loyalty, either
to a political position or a government. Patriotism
to  many  people  just  means  nationalism-  my
country, right or wrong-it works on emotion, not
logic. Patriotism at one time was a unifying force
in the country, but is now being used by some to
divide the country.

There was some discussion of patriotic songs,
like the black national anthem, “Lift Every Voice
and Sing,” “America the Beautiful,” “This Land is
Your Land,” and even “We shall Overcome.”

One  member  said  that,  to  a  humanist,
patriotism  should  be  the  duty  to  work  for  the
improvement of the country, and improve life for
everyone, not just those in a certain group, tribe,
church or country.

Notes on January 22 Meeting
Due to the severe spike in Covid cases over the

last  week,  the  in-person  speaker  meeting  was
canceled, and an open meeting held on Zoom. 

There  was  a  general  discussion  of  the
pandemic, the dangers of the omicron variant, and
how to  avoid  infection.  According  to  Terry,  the
elderly  and  immunocompromised  are  the  most
susceptible  to  infection  or  reinfection  even  if
immunized  and  boosted,  part  of  the  reason  he
recommended canceling the speaker meeting. Roy
Moody will be rescheduled to February, provided
the omicron surge has faded by then. 

The discussion then turned to the law passed in
Texas with the aim of criminalizing abortions after
six weeks, which is often before the woman knows
that she is pregnant. 

There  are  two  oral  medications  that  can
terminate an early pregnancy,  but  the  “morning-
after”  pill  must  be  taken  within  two  days  of
unprotected  sex,  and  the  other  must  be  taken
within 10 weeks. These are available by mail, but
cost, $700 or so, is a factor. Planned Parenthood
and some charities will help, but the situation is
bad and getting worse, for poor patients especially.

If the Supreme Court does not strike down the
Texas law, abortion rights will become a state-by-
state battle.

That  is  why  the  Womens’ Health  Protection
Act is so important. HSNM’s parent organization,
The  American  Humanist  Association,  signed  a
letter to Congress in support of the act.

Support the  Womens’ Health Protection Act
(Washington, DC, January 21, 2022) – 

Today  the  AHA  joined  more  than  225
organizations to say the time is  now to pass the
Women’s  Health  Protection  Act  (WHPA).  This
historic  legislation  will  help  protect  abortion
access nationwide. 

Dear Senators:
The  more  than  225  undersigned

organizations  dedicated  to  protecting  and
advancing  civil  rights,  health,  economic
security,  LGBTQ  rights,  and  gender  justice
write  in  support  of  S.  1975,  the  “Women’s
Health Protection Act” (WHPA). We urge the
Senate to swiftly bring the bill to the floor and
for all Senators to vote yes on passage.

Despite  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  in
Roe v.  Wade nearly fifty years ago, abortion
access has continued to be under threat. Anti-
abortion  politicians  and  advocates  have
continued to undermine abortion access both
at the federal and state levels. This is part of a
nearly  fifty-year  strategy  to  make  abortion
wholly inaccessible for those who need it. In
September,  and again in  December,  the  U.S.
Supreme  Court  refused  to  to  put  an  end  to
Texas’s  S.B.  8,  a  six-week  abortion  ban,
rendering  Roe  v.  Wade’s  protections
meaningless for the majority of Texas abortion
patients,  and  giving  other  states  hostile  to
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reproductive  rights  a  green  light  to  ban
abortion  outright  in  the  near  future.  People
with  resources  are  being  forced  to  flee  the
state to access abortion, while those who are
unable to leave the state are being forced to
continue  their  pregnancies  against  their
wishes.  Around  the  same  time,  the  Supreme
Court recently heard oral arguments in Dobbs
v.  Jackson  Women’s  Health  Organization,  a
case in which Mississippi has asked the Court
to overturn  Roe v. Wade. The Supreme Court
could  gut  or  wholly  overturn  the  right  to
abortion by this summer.

WHPA  would  help  protect  access  to
abortion  against  state-level  bans  and
medically  unnecessary  restrictions  that  are
reducing,  and  in  some  cases,  eliminating,
access to abortion across the country. WHPA
establishes  a  statutory  right  for  health  care
providers  to  provide,  and  their  patients  to
receive,  abortion  free  from  medically
unnecessary  restrictions,  and  limitations,  as
well as other restrictions, including bans, that
single out abortion and impede access to care.

Reproductive  rights  are  human  rights.
Every person should have the ability to decide
if, when, and how they want to start or grow a
family without the interference of politicians.
But for some communities of color and people
living with low incomes, this right has been in
name  only.  Due  to  systemic  barriers  and
discrimination,  abortion  bans
disproportionately  impact  Black,  Indigenous,
Latinx,  and  Asian  American  and  Pacific
Islanders, LGBTQ+ folks, immigrants, people
with  disabilities,  young  people,  and  those
living in rural areas — those who are already
medically  underserved  and  experience
multiple inequities in care. Abortion bans are
yet another way in which health care access is
denied to those who face systemic oppression
in this country.

The 2021 state legislative season was the
most hostile for reproductive health and rights
since  Roe  was  decided.  According  to  the
Guttmacher  Institute,  over  600  abortion
restrictions in 47 states were introduced last
year alone, and 108 of those were enacted. But
while these attacks are accelerating, they are

not new. State legislatures have enacted over
1,330 restrictions  in  the  49  years  since  Roe
was  decided,  including  591  restrictions
enacted  since 2011.  Restrictions  on abortion
are not by happenstance, but are a part of a
legacy  of  reproductive  oppression  in  this
country  that  by  design  disproportionately
impact  BIPOC,  young  people,  people  with
disabilities,  immigrants,  LGBTQIA+  and
other  communities  targeted  by  systemic
oppression.

Around  half  the  states  in  the  U.S.  are
poised to move to ban abortion if Roe v. Wade
were  overturned  —  jeopardizing  access  for
nearly half the country, 36 million women of
reproductive  age,  plus  trans  men  and  non-
binary people. Today, nearly 90% of American
counties  are  without  a  single  abortion
provider, and 27 cities have become “abortion
deserts,” because people who live there must
travel 100 miles or more to reach a provider.
There are currently five states with only one
abortion  provider.  The  vast  majority  of
Americans believe  abortion  should  be  legal:
80% of Americans believe abortion should be
legal,  and there is  no state  where outlawing
abortion is popular.

Abortion  is  a  personal  medical  decision
and a safe  procedure that  enables  people to
make critical health care decisions that impact
their  lives,  their  families,  and  their
communities  that  should  be  left  to  an
individual,  not  politicians.  Nearly  1  in  4
women will have an abortion in their lifetime.
Each pregnant person who is seeking abortion
should have the reliable and affordable access
they  need  to  this  constitutionally  protected
medical care.

If the Supreme Court of the United States
decides to dismantle or even overturn  Roe v.
Wade, there is no telling how it might further
dismantle  immigrant,  LGBTQ+,  and  a
multitude  of  other  rights.  The  Senate  must
follow  in  the  House  of  Representatives’
footsteps  now  and  pass  WHPA  to  protect
access to abortion and ensure that no one is
denied this fundamental right.”
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https://news.gallup.com/poll/350756/record-high-think-abortion-morally-acceptable.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/350756/record-high-think-abortion-morally-acceptable.aspx
https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2021/07/state-policy-trends-midyear-2021-already-worst-legislative-year-ever-us-abortion

