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Humanist Thought for 2022

Nice guys don’t always finish last. By
doing  things  for  others  and  getting
involved in things that we care about we
can learn new skills and meet new people.
There  is  evidence  that  people  who  do
more  for  others  also  feel  better
themselves. Research shows that kindness
is  good  for  us –  there  is  a  positive
chemical impact on our bodies from being
kind.  In  effect,  do  yourself  a  favor  by
doing someone else a favor. 

HSNM Potluck January 29

Charlene Baker is hosting a potluck at
her  house,  724  Loretta  Drive  NW,
Albuquerque.   (Just  west  of  the  Rio
Grande river, south of Alameda Blvd.) 

Please  bring  your  favorite  dish  to
share,  and  RSVP  to  Charlene  at  (505)
350-2436, or huftrot@gmail.com.

Speaker Meeting  for January

On January 22, 10:15 am, Roy Moody
will speak on Humanism and Spirituality
at Botts Hall, 423 Central NE.

Roy is  a  retired  professional  speaker
and  a  member  of  the  First  Unitarian
Church of Albuquerque.   
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    January 8  
HSNM Informal Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What’s on your mind?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

 Saturday,    January 15  
HSNM Topical Program:  10 am –  Noon

“What Does Patriotism Mean to Humanists?”
Erna Fergusson Library, 3700 San Mateo NE

Saturday,   January 22  
HSNM Speaker Program:  10:15 am –  12:15
Roy Moody on Humanism and Spirituality 

Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All programs will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email    

Terry Sloan at: utokap@gmail.com

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

We request that everyone attending an in-person 
meeting wear a mask, be fully immunized against COVID-
19 and be able to show a vaccine record card if requested. 
“Fully immunized” means that at least two weeks have 

elapsed since the final vaccination. 

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org
mailto:huftrot@gmail.com


Summary- December 18 Meeting 

The December topical  meeting was
on the topic of Artificial Intelligence and
Humanism. 

In the discussion it was pointed out
that  algorithms  control  AI,  but
programmers write the algorithms. 

Various members deplored that large
corporations  are  in  control  of  AI
development.  Humanists  should
encourage  AI  development  outside  of
corporations  or  government.
Suggestions  on  how to  do  this  ranged
from  letters  to  the  editor,  supporting
whistle-blowers,  and  trying  to  inject
facts  about  AI  into  Facebook
conversations. One member stated it felt
like wrestling an octopus- corporations
have  outsized  influence  in  the
government.  Members  felt  that  AI  can
be  misused,  and  indeed  is  now  being
used to control the masses. Populations
are  now  guinea  pigs  in  mind  control
experiments.  One  suggestion  was  the
formation  of  independent  research
foundations.  Terry  mentioned  DAIR,
which  stands  for  Distributed  AI
Research.

The  institute  —  an  independent,
community-rooted  institute  set  to
counter  Big Tech’s  pervasive influence
on  the  research,  development  and
deployment  of  AI  is  lead  by  Timnit
Gebru.  Gebru founded the institute after
her ouster from Google, where she co-
led  the  Ethical  AI  team,  and  is  a
response  to  the  need  she  sees  for
independent  spaces  where  researchers
across the globe can set the agenda and
conduct  AI  research  rooted  in  their
communities and lived experiences.
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terrence Sloan: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Edward Berge: Member-at-Large/Zoom Meeting Manager
David Stelle: Web master

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Gebru believes that the harms embedded in AI
technology  are  preventable  and  that  when  its
production  and  deployment  include  diverse
perspectives and deliberate processes, it can be put
to work for people, rather than against them. With
DAIR, Gebru aims to create an environment that is
independent from the structures and systems that
incentivize profit over ethics and individual well-
being. 

“This is about doing the hard work necessary
to guarantee that real accountability and fairness
are baked into future AI projects, rather than as an
after-thought,”  said  Mark  Malloch-Brown,
President of the Open Society Foundations. 

More information at dair-institute.org.

Humanists Defend Boston’s Refusal to Fly 
Christian Flag at City Hall

(Washington, DC, December 22, 2021) – The
American Humanist Association (AHA) signed an
amicus  brief filed  in  the  United  States  Supreme
Court  today  in  support  of  the  City  of  Boston’s
refusal  to  fly  the  Christian  flag  at  city  hall  in
Shurtleff v. Boston.

“Our Bill of Rights leads with the separation of
church  and  state  for  a  reason:  our  freedom and
democracy depend  on  it.  The  City  of  Boston’s
refusal to fly the Christian flag over city hall in a
manner  that  would  connote  a  strong  alliance
between church and state was therefore mandated,
not only by the First Amendment, but democracy
itself,”  noted  AHA  Legal  Director  and  Senior
Counsel Monica Miller. “Tragically, we can all but
guarantee the Supreme Court will rule in favor of
the Christian plaintiffs – the question is, at what
cost?”

The brief submitted by Americans United for
Separation of Church and State and joined by the
AHA,  along  with  numerous  other  secular  and
religious groups, argues that the flags in front of
Boston’s  city  hall  represent  government  speech
rather than private speech. Government speech is

subject  to  the  restrictions  of  the  Establishment
Clause.

“In  these  circumstances,  Boston  is  not
constitutionally obligated to vary its practice so as
to  display  divisive  religious  images  that  will
graphically associate the city government with the
beliefs of particular faiths, in a manner that will
alienate  many  residents  and  inevitably  generate
feelings  of  exclusion  and  resentment,”  the  brief
recounts.

In 2020, the AHA joined a  friend of the court
brief when the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First
Circuit heard the Shurtleff case.

“The misconception that the United States is a
Christian nation  is  dangerous and should not  be
furthered by allowing a Christian flag to fly at a
city  hall,”  comments  AHA  Executive  Director
Nadya Dutchin.  “We urge the Supreme Court  to
protect  the  rights  of  Bostonians  who would feel
ostracized  by  the  flying  of  a  religious  flag  that
does not represent them.”

Arguments in Shurtleff v. Boston will be heard
January 18, 2022.

Time to Renew HSNM Membership for 2022
To  renew membership online, go to the

website  at  hs-nm.org/about/membership/.
You  can  also  renew at  any  of  our  regular
meetings.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
For information please visit their websites.

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter
meetup.com/FFRABQ

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com
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http://americanhumanist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Shurtleff-v.-City-of-Boston-et-al.-Amicus-filed-07.17.2020.pdf
http://americanhumanist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Shurtleff-v.-City-of-Boston-et-al.-Amicus-filed-07.17.2020.pdf
http://americanhumanist.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Shurtleff-v.-Boston-Brief-of-Amici-NCC-et-al-FINAL.pdf

