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Welcome to Our New President
by Cynthianne Yabut

Dr. Terry Sloan was forced to resign in
September  due  to  health  problems,  thus
elevating  Jerry  Wesner  to  the  post  of
president.  Jerry  is  one  of  the  original
members  of  HSNM,  and  has  previously
served as HSNM president for six years.
He was currently pitched into the position
of  president  without  warning,  and I  ask
the membership to help him out as much
as we can in the coming year. 

All-Members’ Meeting October 23

HSNM’s  annual  all-members’
meeting  will  be  held  on  October  23,
10:15am in Botts Hall,  at the Special
Collections  Library  on  Central  and
Edith, Albuquerque. 

This meeting is to evaluate the past
year and make plans for 2022. A major
task  is  to  assemble  a  nomination
committee  to  find  candidates  for
HSNM offices for 2023-2024.  

All  members  are  encouraged  to
attend.  A zoom link will  be provided
for those unable to attend in person. 
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
Meetings are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.

Saturday,    October 9  
HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am –  Noon

New Mexicana Room, Special Collections Library, 
423 Central Ave NE

 Saturday,    October 16  
HSNM Topical Meeting: 10am –  Noon

Health Care in the United States
New Mexicana Room, Special Collections Library, 

423 Central Ave NE

Saturday,   October 23  
HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10:15am –  12:15pm

All-Members’ Meeting
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

All in-person meetings will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email  

Edward Berge at: theurj@yahoo.com   
or Terry Sloan at: utokap@gmail.com

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings
We request that everyone attending an in-person meeting 

wear a mask,  be fully immunized against COVID-19, and be 
able to show a vaccine record card if requested. “Fully 
immunized” means that at least two weeks have elapsed since 
the final vaccination.

The New Mexico governor  has mandated that masks be 
worn indoors, even for fully immunized persons.
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Meeting Summary, September 11
by Cynthianne

There  was  some  unexpected
excitement  at  the  September  meeting,
when the members arrived to find that
the Free Range Event Center where we
had been meeting was not only closed,
but  out  of  business.  After  some
discussion, the group reassembled at the
Special  Collections  Library,  where  the
New Mexicana room was available.

There  was  considerable  discussion
about  finding alternate  meeting  places,
because  the  New  Mexicana  room  is
small (maximum of 15 people). Several
members  are  researching  possible
alternate  venues.  Any  and  all
suggestions as to possible places to hold
our  general  and  topical  meetings  are
exceedingly welcome. Please feel free to
email  me  (humanistworks@gmail.com)
or Terry (utokap@gmail.com) with any
possibilities.

As this  was the 20th anniversary of
the  9/11  terrorist  attack  on  the  United
States,  most  of  the meeting was about
the  members’ experiences  on  that  day
and the subsequent effect on their lives.

Summary of September 25 
Speaker Meeting 
by Cynthianne

Drs. Jennie Wei and Mia Lazado spoke
this  morning  at  Bott's  Hall  on  Central
and Edith. They are currently physicians
with  the  Indian  Health  Service  in
Gallup, New Mexico. 

Both went to Harvard College. Dr Wei
attended  Harvard  Medical  School  and
Dr  Lazado  attended  University  of
Chicago Medical School. 
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Jerry Wesner, MD: President
Terry Sloan, MD: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Edward Berge: Member-at-Large/Zoom Meeting Manager
David Stelle: Web master

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 
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They  both  trained  in  Internal  Medicine  at
University  of  California  San Francisco  and both
were chief residents. They completed fellowships
in Addiction Medicine. 

Dr. Wei attended  the transgender clinic in San
Francisco.  They have been in the Navajo area for
10 years and served in leadership positions at the
Gallup Indian Medical  Center.  Dr.  Wei started a
trans-clinic that serves the Navajo area. Both have
provided care in Addictive Medicine.

Dr.  Wei  gave  a  clear  and  informative
presentation  which  explained  some  of  the
problems and concerns facing people dealing with
gender  diversity.  Some  of  their  points  are
summarized below. I apologize for any errors  or
omissions of fact. 

There are  several  factors  involved in  identity  as
male or female: 

Sex  as  assigned  at  birth:  refers  to  one’s
biological  status  as  either  male  or  female,
and  is  associated  primarily  with  physical
attributes  such  as  chromosomes,  hormone
prevalence,  and  external  and  internal
anatomy. 

Gender  identity:  refers  to  a  person’s
internal  sense  of  being  male,  female,  or
something else.

Sexual orientation: refers to an individual’s
enduring  physical,  romantic,  and/or
emotional attraction to another person.
Gender:  refers  to  the  socially  constructed
roles,  behaviors,  activities,  and  attributes
that  a  given  society  considers  appropriate
for boys and men or girls and women.

Gender  expression:  refers  to  the  way  a
person  communicates  gender  identity  to
others  through  behavior,  clothing,
hairstyles, voice, or body characteristics.

These are separate categories, and can occur in
various combinations. A  person can fall anywhere
on the spectrum from female to male, and almost
everyone falls somewhere in the middle. However,
in a society which regards anyone who isn’t 100%
one or the other as deviant, there can be a great
deal of emotional distress for some of those in the
middle. It is important for them to have a safe and
understanding place  to  get  health  care,  and Drs.
Wei and Lazado are providing an essential service
in the Navajo area.

Our thanks to Drs. Wei and Lazado for coming
to present to us.

Call for Submissions

Any HSNM member may submit pieces to the
newsletter  on any subject.  Have a  book you
would  like  to  recommend?  An  organization
you  would like to promote? A request for help
or  information  from  other  members?  A rant
about  mayo  on  french  fries  or  flat-earthers?
Send  to  (paragon2021@gmail.com)  for
consideration.

HSNM Joke of the Month

Scientific proof that the earth is NOT flat… If
it were, cats would have shoved everything off
the edge by now.

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
For information please visit their websites.

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab centers

● Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter
meetup.com/FFRABQ

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com
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