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President’s Message
by Terry Sloan, MD

Fellow humanists,

July is here and the Humanist Society
of  New  Mexico  has  survived  the
pandemic. We are now meeting physically
at  Free  Range   and  have  incorporated
Zoom access to the meetings.

We gained a new member, established
a  new  set  of  bylaws if  the  vote  is
approved by the  board  of  directors,  and
we are having good social functions with
lunch  gatherings at  O’Neill’s  Pub after
our physical meetings. The events will be
posted on meetup.com/group-HSNM/.

We  recently  lost  a wonderful,  deeply
intelligent,  compassionate  member:
former  HSNM president,  Allen  Robnett.
Many  humanists  supported  Charlene  at
the memorial gathering for him. Although
we are sad that he is no longer with us, his
suffering  is  over  and  his  legacy  will
always be part of our organization.

Many  times  I  am  asked  about  the
principal viewpoint of  humanism. We are
clearly  secular  and  our  guidance  is
principally  science and reason.  They are
surprised when I tell them humanists just
want every Homo sapiens to flourish. 
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
(HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

All meetings will be at the Free Range Event Center,
1710 Central Ave SE in Albuquerque

Saturday,  Ju  ly   1  0  
HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am –  Noon

“What’s on your mind?”

 Saturday,  Ju  ly 17  
HSNM Topical Meeting: 10am –  Noon

“Democracy Under Attack”

Saturday, Ju  ly 24  
HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10am –  Noon

Terrence Sloan, MD: 
“A Doctor’s Perspective on Indian Health Care”

All in-person meetings will also be presented on Zoom. 
If you would like to participate, or just get more info, email  

Edward Berge at: theurj@yahoo.com   
or Terry Sloan at: utokap@gmail.com

Safety Notice for In-Person Meetings

HSNM has resumed in-person meetings. We 
request that everyone attending an in-person meeting 
be fully immunized against COVID-19 and be able to 
show a vaccine record card if requested. “Fully 
immunized” means that at least two weeks have 
elapsed since the final vaccination. 

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


I  like to quote Thomas Paine: “My
country is  the  world; my  brethren are
all  mankind,  and  my  religion  is  to  do
good.”  Humanism  will  thrive  in  our
evolving society based upon knowledge,
secular  principles,  reason,  and  doing
good.

The month of June was characterized
by  deep  discussions  in  our  group
concerning  gene  editing  and
implications  for  the  future  and  we
concluded:

1)  There is  clear  evidence that  genetic
editing is here and available.

2)  Genetic  editing  for  now  should  be
limited to somatic cell lines to eliminate
some heritable diseases in a person.

3)  Any  genetic  editing  should  be
available to all Homo Sapiens.

4) Germ-cell line editing will not result
in a perfect humans.

5)  Germ-  or  somatic-cell  gene  editing
should  not  be  used  for  enhancements,
but  for  eliminating  harmful,  heritable
conditions.

6)  There  was  no  clear  consensus  on
individual choice vs societal guidelines.

Recommended reading includes The
Code Breaker by Walter  Isaacson;  and
Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro.

We also discussed Michael  Lewis’s
book The Premonition and the response
to  the  Covid-19  viral  infection  in
America and the world. Basic Minimal
Income  was  discussed  and  its
implications.

We  also  had  a  wonderful
presentation  by  Richard  Grady  on
“What is a Symphony?”

I  am looking forward  to  the  future
with our group.
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Terry Sloan, MD: President
Jerry Wesner: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Edward Berge: Member-at-Large/Zoom Meeting Manager
David Stelle: Web master

Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40 for  two adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  P.O.  Box  27293,
Albuquerque, NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2021@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy  informed  by  science,
inspired by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the
dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of
participatory  democracy  and  the  expansion  of  the  open
society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of
supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human  beings  as  a  part  of
nature  and  holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social, or political - have their source in human experience
and culture.  Humanism thus derives the goals  of  life from
human  need  and  interest  rather  than  from  theological  or
ideological dogmatism, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny 



Meeting Summary, June 12
by Terry Sloan, MD

There  was  good  attendance  at our  first  in
person  meeting  at  the  Free  Range  Spaces  on
Central. It was so nice to meet in person (and on
Zoom). Our group has survived a very challenging
time with Covid-19 and the devastating political
environment over the past year.

The votes for the  revised bylaws are in and it
appears  they  have  passed.  The  board  will  count
them  at  the  next  board  meeting. The  speaker
meeting might be better located at Botts Hall and
some  members  will  look  into  that.  Also,  Jerry
announced that we will  have speakers from NM
Popejoy and NM Philharmonic (possibly Roberto
Minsik,  conductor  of  the  NM  Philharmonic).
Wow!

This  was a “What's  on Your Mind” meeting.
One  member  opened  up by noting  he  read  The
Code  Breaker by  Walter  Isaacson;  this  is  a
chronicle  of  Jennifer  Doudna,  gene  editing,  and
the  future  of  the  human  race.  It  involved  the
development of knowledge that lead to the ability
to  modify  DNA and  RNA with  CRISPER-Cas
gene editing technology. The issue is that we have
the ability to not only modify DNA in routine cell
lines, but we now have the ability to modify the
germ-cell  line and this  could lead to  attempts to
create a “perfect” baby. Ethics  thus becomes the
primary  concern. The  member  recommended
reading the last 150 pages of Isaacson's epic work.
Lots of good discussion on this and most members
felt  that  cell-line  approach  to  curing  diseases  is
good (sickle cell anemia or Tay-Sachs) but we will
discuss  approaching  the  germ  cell-line  in  the
topical  meeting.  Is  “Brave  New  World”  on  the
horizon?

Another member brought up Michael Lewis's
book  The  Premonition which  addresses  earlier
pandemics  and  the  approach  to  them.  Another
member brought out how there always appears to
be a populist movement to ignore the development

of the pandemic and not prepare. It was brought
out  the  Obama  administration  had  started  a
pandemic department in HHS that was disbanded
during  the  Trump  presidency.  The  political
rationale was discussed and why governments are
defensive  about  pandemics.  The  question  was
raised as to the implications of where the Covid-19
pandemic started.  Is it necessary to find out if it
originated in a lab in China? It  was felt  to be a
nationalist  agenda  issue  and  really  not  relevant,
and we can expect more zoonotic viral pandemics
in the future. Why certain countries like the United
States,  Great  Britain,  Brazil,  and  India  had
worsening infection and death rates was discussed.
This usually is a leadership issue. The Premonition
is  a  recommended  read.  There  will  be  future
pandemics.

Another  member  brought  up  the  concept  of
Basic Minimal Income and how that would influ-
ence society.  He felt  it  was  a  good concept  and
would solve many social issues in our population.
It  was suggested that  it  could  stifle  incentive  to
produce and work; however, a member pointed out
that  there  are  studies  that  refute  that.  Also,  the
costs  involved  in  law  enforcement,  emergency
room visits,  homelessness,  etc could be lessened
and might pay for BMI.  A program in Oakland,
California has implemented this policy,  as well as
one in Finland, with overall good outcomes. There
was a good discussion on this topic.

Another member brought up end-of-life issues
and  current  legislation  in  New  Mexico.  She
brought up that the only legal way for a person to
end their life is by starvation or dehydration. This
was  done  by  a  close  family  member  and  she
described the difficult interaction with the health
care  system  (unable  to  secure  care).  Most
members felt that the concept of the right to end
one's  life with dignity and supported the current
legislation  in  New  Mexico.  Another  member
pointed out that the interpretation of the law by the
legal system could be an issue, and usually is; that
it  will  be  highly  scrutinized  by  the  region's
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religious organizations, and he felt it would not be
as clear as we would hope. Also mentioned was
the impact that family has on the decision and that
they need to be supportive. Clearly there is much
suffering related to end-of-life issues.

Meeting Summary, June 19
by Terry Sloan, MD

The topic  of  this  meeting  was “Ethics,  Law,
and Gene Editing.” We had an excellent in-person
meeting at the Free Range Spaces on Central with
a good turnout. It was also on Zoom. There was
great discussion and much food for thought.

Upcoming speaker meetings will be at the Free
Range Center until we can manage to secure Botts
Hall.  The  next  board  meeting  will  be  the  first
Saturday of July. The revised bylaws will be front
and center. Thanks to Jerry Wesner  for providing
refreshments for this meeting.

Dr  Sloan  opened  the  topic  by reading  some
quotations  of  Walter  Isaacson's  book  The  Code
Breaker, dealing  with  the  discovery  of  CRISPR
(clustered,  regular,  inter-spaced  single,  palin-
dromic  repeats)  and the  Cas enzyme system for
altering DNA and RNA. It is a fascinating progres-
sion of scientific inquiry and curiosity about bacte-
ria,  bacteriophages,  and  their  millions  of  year's
history of defeating viruses that would kill them. It
was found that bacteria can localize viral RNA of
DNA and cut it  up so it  is  not functional,  using
CRISPR/Cas.  Jennifer  Doudna  led  the  effort  by
studying RNA. It  led to the Nobel Prize for her
and others who collaborated in the work.

This discovery led to the clear ability to alter
the  genome  of  living  species.  As  of  now  it  is
utilized  for  somatic-cell-line  alteration  to  cure
affected  humans  from  devastating  heritable
conditions. In China, one scientist edited a germ-
cell  line  and  so  far  it  is  successful,  but  he  was
fined $500,000 and imprisoned for  a  number  of
years for violating Chinese scientific ethics.  The
twins that were born lack the receptor for the HIV
virus and will be immune from that virus.

The  scientific  methods  used  are  simple,
inexpensive,  and  reproducible.  They  will  be
available  for  use  on  all  cell  lines.  Could  this
involve more than wiping out diseases and include
enhancements  such  as  higher  IQ,  increased
strength and height, even color of eyes? Dr Sloan
referenced  Huxley’s  futuristic  novel  Brave  New
World in which reproduction was in a “hatchery”
and involved Alpha through Epsilon societies with
genetic engineering.

One member felt  that  gene editing would be
enhancing  classism  because  it  would  only  be
available to the rich. Another member pointed out
that has been happening in that successful people
generally breed with other successful people with
some assurance of a good child. Still CRISPR/Cas
could  even  further  the  process  of  selective
breeding.  Several  members  expressed  opinions
that  it  would  need  to  be  made  available  to
everyone  for  it  to  meet  humanistic values.  This
might be an option in a single-payer health plan
with coverage benefits.  Another member pointed
out  that  it  is  coming.  You  can  purchase
CRISPR/Cas  technology  in  kits  for  under  $200
and have them shipped to your home.

Another member pointed out that in ways this
is  already  happening.  Couples  are  having  fewer
children  and  want  healthy  babies.  Many  are
electing to have antenatal and perinatal evaluation
of DNA and if defects are found then elect to have
abortions.  (two-thirds of  couples  who  find  their
fetus has Down's Syndrome will elect to abort the
pregnancy).  However,  this  is  probably  only
available to the wealthier, more educated,  people.
There  was  a  discussion  of  eugenics,  James  C.
Watson, and misguided philosophies surrounding
hypothesized superior populations.

Many members agreed  that  there  would  be
unintended  consequences  from  germ  line  gene
editing. They had read that the editing of the twins
in China may eventually lead to memory loss.
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Another member felt that couples wanting the
perfect  child  are  ignoring  that  50% of  cognitive
function  is  based  upon  a  supportive  home
environment and genetics is not the entire answer.
One could have perfect genes, but without a good
environment  become  much  less  than  a  perfect
human being.

Another member expressed the belief the law
would  intervene  only  if  there  was  harm  done.
Humans have the right to pursue an option if no
harm is done. The law will be weighing in on this,
but  only  in  those  circumstances.  Final  opinion
established the following:

1) There is clear evidence that genetic editing
is here and available.

2) Genetic editing for now should be limited to
somatic-cell  lines  to  eliminate  some  heritable
diseases in a person.

3) Any genetic editing should be available to
all Homo sapiens.

4)  Germ-cell  line  editing  will  not  result  in
perfect humans.

5) Germ- or somatic- cell gene editing should
not be used for enhancements, but for eliminating
harmful, heritable conditions.

6) There was no clear consensus on individual
choice vs societal guidelines.

Speaker Speaker Meeting, June 26
by Terry Sloan, MD

We had a wonderful  presentation by Richard
Grady (humanist and music scholar) on “What is a
Symphony?”  The  presentation  was  concise,
educational,  and  he  played  wonderful  music
throughout  to  illustrate  his  points.  There  were
many  questions  and  lively  discussion.  One
member  participated  by  Zoom.  There  were  14
attendees.

There will be a board meeting in July for final
action on the bylaws and Weldon Merritt will be a
guest of the  board to answer questions. This will
be  a  physical  meeting  so  that  ballots  can  be

counted.  the  topical  meeting  in  July will  be
“Democracy under Attack” with Edward providing
some supporting material.

Mr.  Grady  opened  his  presentation with  a
discussion  of  the  composition  of  a  symphony
including  “movements,”  and  the  makeup  of  a
movement in sonata form. 

The  sonata  form   includes 1)  Exposition,  
2)  Development,  and 3)  Recapitulation.  The
exposition  introduces  the  piece  and  begins  with
the first key area and then proceeds to the second
key  area  after  a  bridge.  There  is  usually  strong
cadence  in  the  second  key.  The  exposition  is
almost always repeated.

Anything goes in the development stage and is
characterized by unstable tonality cycling through
several  keys  and  after  this  usually  retransitions,
leading  to  recapitulation.  In  recapitulation  the
material of the exposition is reprised in the tonic
key  of  the  piece.  He  illustrated  that  the  coda
(ending  piece)  can  be  a  surprise  and  quite
elaborate. He emphasized that the sonata is not a
template but is a process. Composers wrote their
music and scholars would analyze the form of the
music after the fact.

He gave a list of the most prolific  composers
of symphonies. Franz Haydn  topped the list with
104-107  symphonies.  Mozart  was  second  with
forty-three numbered  symphonies.  Several
composers  had  nine symphonies,  reflecting the
superstition  that  a composer might die during or
after  writing  their ninth  symphony,  based  upon
Beethoven’s death after his ninth.

Richard discussed his introduction to music at
a young age and knew it would be his passion. His
career has been dedicated to teaching music and
performing. as well.

There  were  many  questions  and  spirited
discussion.  This  was  a  terrific  meeting  and  the
presentation was enjoyed by all.  Our thanks and
deepest appreciation to Richard.
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Speaker Meeting for July 24

Dr.  Terrence  Sloan  will  talk  about  his
experiences during his long career as a small town
internist in the Indian Health Service.

Dr. Sloan did his undergraduate work at Adams
State  College  in  Colorado  (BS  in  Chemistry)
Medical  School  at  University  of  Colorado,  and
trained  in  Internal  Medicine  at  UCLA and  the
University of New Mexico.

He served Native Americans for 41 years in the
Indian Health Service (a single-payer health sys-
tem) and is retired. He is currently president of the
American Humanist Society of New Mexico, and
a member of the Committee of Skeptical Inquiry.

Obituary for Allen Robnett

Allen  Robnett  of  Albuquerque,  New Mexico
passed away of natural causes on June 2nd 2021 at
the age of 87.

Allen  had  a  lifelong  love  of  learning  for
himself  and  for  all  those  around  him.  After
completing a Bachelor of Science degree in Elec-
trical Engineering at Princeton University in 1956,
he moved to Albuquerque where he began work at
Sandia  National  Labs.  While  at  Sandia,  he
completed a Master of Science in Electrical Engi-
neering at the University of New Mexico. In 1970,
he moved with his family to Gallatin,  Tennessee
and began teaching physics and math at Gallatin
High School. He taught there for nearly 40 years,
during  which  time  he  introduced  aviation  and
astronomy curricula that were among the first in
the state. With help from students and other volun-
teers, Allen built an observatory atop the Gallatin
High gym to house a telescope loaned by an area
university.  In  recognition  of  his  outstanding
teaching career,  he was awarded the Alan Shep-
herd Technology and Education Award and the Air
Force Association National Aerospace Teacher of
the Year award.

Allen  deeply  loved flying  and began soaring
while  still  in  Albuquerque.  He  accrued  the
necessary  flight  hours  and  additional  ratings  to

become a certified flight instructor. In Tennessee,
Allen owned two Cessna airplanes and used them
for flight instruction, data gathering for the TVA,
cargo transport, banners-for-hire, and even a little
barnstorming.  His  regular  landing  spot  was  a
mowed strip down the middle of a hay field on the
family farm. 

At age 70, Allen took up paragliding, much to
his children's alarm. 

In 2015 Allen returned to Albuquerque to be
with Charlene Baker, the love of his life and to be
closer  to  his  children.  Here  he  engaged  his
fascination  of  word  games,  dancing  and  music,
which  included  a  stint  as  President  of  the
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico,  Enchanter's
chorus  group,  New  MexiChords  Barbershop
Chorus and International Folk Dance Group.

Allen  is  survived  by  his  beloved  Charlene
Baker,  of  Albuquerque;  sisters  Janice  Lucas  and
June Krejdovsky (Tony),  of  California;  children,
Connie Robnett, Greg Titus (Barbara), Rebecca Ti-
tus-Taylor  (Mark),  Allison Fletcher  (Dan),  Kath-
leen  Carter  (Mike),  Brad  Robnett  (Tracey),  and
James Robnett (Pam); and 9 grandchildren.

It was Allen's wish that any memorial tributes
be made in the form of charitable donations to the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). 

Rest in peace, Allen.

Other  Groups  of  Interest  to  Humanists
For information please visit their websites.

● Santa Fe Atheist Community
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

● Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab centers

● Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter
meetup.com/FFRABQ

● Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: 
ffrf.org

● Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com
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