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President’s Message
by Terry Sloan, MD

Thank  you  so  much  for  your
membership  and  involvement  with  the
Humanist  Society  of  New  Mexico.
COVID 19 has made it more difficult for
organizations to continue and with your
participation we have survived. I do feel
that perhaps in June we might be able to
meet  physically  and  start  some  of  the
socialization activities we enjoy. We can
anticipate  exciting  discussions  and
informative  speaker  meetings.  Our
financial  position is  very good and we
can look forward to a spending plan that
reflects our values and interests. Weldon
Merritt is doing a superb job in revising
the  by-laws  and  soon  there  will  be  a
presentation to the board and then to the
membership for ratification. We will be
in  compliance  with  our articles  of
incorporation  with the  state  of  New
Mexico once they are ratified.

Three of the manifestos I appreciate
from the Humanist Manifesto III are: (1)
that knowledge of the world is derived
from observation,  experimentation,  and
rational  analysis;  (2) ethical  values are
derived from human need and interest as
tested  by  experience;  (3)  humans  are
social  by  nature  and  find  meaning  in
relationships.  The  overall  goal  of
humanists  is  to  participate  in  the
flourishing of all humans.
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

Due to the Governor’s Emergency order–
HSNM will not hold any in-person meetings

during April

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident on-line expert, is holding a
Zoom event every Saturday at 10AM. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theur  j  @yahoo.com  

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists
For information please visit their websites.

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-  rehab centers  

New Mexicans for Science and Reason: nmsr.org

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque chapter

meetup.com/FFRABQ

Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: ffrf.org

Proactive Progressive Populism
proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com/

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org
https://proactiveprogressivepopulism.blogspot.com/
http://meetup.com/FFRABQ
http://nmsr.org/
http://rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab-centers
http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community


During the past month we have had
active  discussions  concerning  artificial
intelligence,  information  exchange,
spirituality,  cancel  culture,  legalization
of  cannabis,  election  issues  and  the
emergence  of  the  nonreligious  in
election outcomes. Our topical meeting
was led by Robert Carleton on the issue
of community  policing.  We  had  an
excellent  presentation  by  the
Progressive  Democrats  of  America  of
Central New Mexico and found many of
their positions are symbiotic with ours.
Humanism is destined to become more
of  a  force  in  society  and  amplifies
“Good Without God.”

It  is  because  of  our  curiosity  and
seeking answers from rational analysis,
that  our  group will  provide  a  learning
atmosphere as we share ideas. There is
more  visibility  of  breaches  in  ethical
values;  our  influences  will  stem  that
over  time.  We  are  partners  with  all
humans  in  human  endeavors  that  will
challenge  our  species  collectively  and
individually.  I  look  forward  to  the
coming  months  when  we  can  regroup
and develop a social identity with each
other.

Be Safe

Virtual Meeting Summary, Mar. 6
by Terry Sloan, MD
Several  members  could  not  be  present
so the meeting was limited in time. Dr.
Sloan  opened  with  some
announcements:  (1)  there  will  be  a
board  meeting  next  week  and  he  will
publish  an  agenda;  (2)  the  revision  of
the bylaws continue with Weldon taking
the lead role; (3) Dr Sloan has submitted
another  editorial  to  the  Albuquerque
Journal on the subject of truth.

Dr  Sloan  then  shared information
from  The  American  Humanist
Magazine. Polling  data  indicated  a
considerable impact  on the election by
"Nones"  (listed  as  nonreligious,
agnostic,  or  atheistic),  The  nones
accounted  for  28  million  votes;  72%
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association
Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Terry Sloan, MD: President
Jerry Wesner: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

Edward Berge: Member-at-Large/Zoom Meeting Manager
David Stelle: Web master

Allen Robnett: Past President
Randall Wall: Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40  for  two  adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send subscription or membership requests to: Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2012@co  m  c  ast.net  .  The  deadline  for  newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by
art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each
human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and
opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It
advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the
expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social
justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a
part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,
social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and
culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need
and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,
and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own
destiny 

mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net


voted  for  Joe  Biden and 26% voted  for  Trump.
Trump received the 61% of Protestant vote, 50%
of  Catholic  vote,  and  81% of  white  evangelical
votes. 21% of the voters were  nones and 22% of
voters were  white  evangelicals. Compared to the
past election, Protestant votes percentage declined
from  51%  to  43%  and  Catholics  from  23%  to
20%. 9% of Republican voters were nones in 2016
and it  grew to 16%  in 2020. Some studies have
shown  that  if  one  is  born  into  a  nonreligious
family,  there is  a  95% chance of remaining non
religious, whereas with Christians it is only a 55%
chance they will remain christian. All of this bodes
well for the  humanist movement. Also, it will be
an issue that the political  movement will have to
consider humanist positions more seriously.

One member felt that most orthodox religions
are about the same and basically emanate from the
same cloth.  They  will  continue  to  seek  political
power. In the  Protestant movement there are over
300 different beliefs. Religion is not going to go
away and politicians will continue to use phrases
such as “God Bless America” and “God Bless the
USA.”

Another  member  brought  up  direct
communication with the Free Range Center. They
will allow us to meet there when we can. We have
a slot. We will investigate the previous payment to
the Free Range Center and perhaps write another
check.

One member brought up the  fact that  giraffes
have  the  same  number  of  cervical  vertebrae  as
humans. There was discussion about the similarity
of  different  species  and that  evolution  has  been
supported  by  evidence.  Positive  comments  were
made about the book Some Assembly Required and
the  simplification  of  the  scientific  model  for
different species.

There was discussion about  humans trying to
seek distinctions. Some of these are perceived: for
example “Norwegians should not marry Swedish
girls.” There was a discussion of racism and caste
systems and use of the N-word. Anti-semitism was
discussed.  Of  course  all  these  viewpoints  are
irrational, but part of the human mind.

There  was  discussion  about  drug  laws,
legalization  of  cannabis,  and  the  influence  of
poverty on usage. Most members were supportive
of legalizing cannabis in New Mexico.

Virtual Meeting Summary, March 13
by Terry Sloan, MD

Lots  of  exchange  and  good  viewpoints
expressed  throughout  and  punctuated  with
wonderful humor.
Dr  Sloan  started  the  meeting  with  several
announcements:

(1)  Bylaws  revision  is  progressing  with
Weldon Merritt leading the revision.

(2)  Recent  developments  on  properly
vaccinated  people to  meet  may  allow  us  to
schedule  physical  meetings  within  the  next  few
months.

(3)  Socialization  was  one  of  the  primary
purposes of our humanist group and we will try to
develop an agenda for that in the future

(4)  Humanistic  view  of  and  approach  to
morality will be next weeks topic.

The  issue  of  artificial  intelligence  (AI)  was
brought  forth  and  how  it  will  rapidly  expand
knowledge  and  control.  One  member  felt  that
eventually  it  will  handle  everybody and provide
more  support  for  activities.  Invasion  of  privacy
was discussed. One member felt that privacy had
already been lost. The influence of AI on human
belief  was  discussed  and  agreed  it  could  be
profound. However 35% of people deny available
facts. It was felt to be a powerful broadcasting tool
for  good and bad.  It  could be used to  influence
political  outcomes.  There  was  more  positive
outlooks with AI assisting with job creation and
intelligent infrastructure development.

The  evolution  of  information  exchange  was
discussed; starting with books, through radio and
television, and now to computers. Almost anything
you  want  to  know  can  be  found  with  search
engines.  Also,  entertainment,  including  gaming
was discussed.

Discussion was held about the role of  gods in
human  development.  From  anthropological
research, gods have been a fixture for our species.
The  purpose  of  a  god  was  discussed  and  what
would  replace  it  with  the  increasing  secularism.
One thought was from with our consciousness and
perhaps  (long  shot)  AI.  One  book  to  read  is  A
History of  God by Karen Armstrong. There was
discussion about the reality of Jesus:  The opinion
was  expressed  that  perhaps Jesus  existed as  an
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itinerant preacher and was eventually captured by
the Romans and killed on the cross, as was done at
that time. The other parts of his existence is myth.
Will humanism be able to replace the void of God?
Are  we  more  than  “matter”  –  or  just atoms  in
motion? There was felt to be more than that and
perhaps  the  origin  of  spirituality  is  in  our  pre-
frontal cortex.

Spirituality was discussed. This was felt to be a
realm of consciousness which we all have. Again
the brain or pre-frontal cortex was discussed. Does
spirituality need the presence of a deity? It was felt
not,  but spirituality is  a  necessary component of
our existence.

The  issue  of  cancel  culture  was  discussed,
including  the  recent  pulling  of  books  from  Dr
Seuss. The family of the author pulled the books
because it had stereotypes of black people that are
not acceptable.  It  was a family decision and not
one imposed upon them. Conservatives felt it was
based upon pressure and not necessary. Discussion
was had about the term cancel culture, and how it
came  about.  It  is  usually  surrounded  by  people
trying to claim “moral high ground” and fear.

Virtual Meeting Summary, March 20
by Terry Sloan, MD

An excellent discussion at our weekly meeting
on the topic of the humanist viewpoint of morality.

Dr  Sloan  opened  the  meeting  with  an
announcement  regarding  the  progress  on
amending  the  bylaws.  It  will  assure  we  are  in
compliance with  our articles of  incorporation and
5013c regulations. 

Dr Sloan then reviewed different  versions  of
morality,  common definitions  of  immorality  and
amorality,  with  a  brief  introduction  to  ethics,
realism  and  anti-realism,  tribal  and  territorial
apexes,  cultural  aspects  of  morality,  natural
selection,  moral  cognition,  political  aspects  and
religious aspects. Obviously a very complex term
and almost comparable to a swampland. Also, Dr
Sloan mentioned the  humanist article on morality
by Edwords that brought into focus the perspective
of the theist and that humanists did not have to be
defensive about their views of morality.

The  Golden  Rule  came  up  immediately  as
perhaps a universal construct of  morality.  It  was
emphasized  that  this  was  not  a  product  of  the
Bible but had been written well before that. The
question was brought up: Why do we need a theist
to  determine  moral  behavior?  There  was
discussion surrounding relativism with “Good for
us,  vs  Bad  for  us  or  them.”  Morality  can  be
variable depending on viewpoint. Morality can be
value-driven but these may not be constants.

Most moral approaches involve some type of
judgment that  involves  using our own yardstick.
One issue is the evolution of morality and how it is
influencing  and  influenced  by  culture.  The
development  of  compassion  and  empathy  is  a
measure of the progress of social interaction and
moral development. Genetics is part of the moral
equation.  There  was  discussion  of  the
inconsistency of religious morality in the behavior
of  different  churches  that  led  to  conflict  over
centuries,  but  finally  felt  not  to  be  relevant.
Political divides were discussed and the changing
variable of morality can be politically driven.

Inconsistencies  in  the  justification  of  actions
by  moral  bodies  was  discussed,  referencing the
assault  on  children  within  churches,  and justice.
The  term  WWJD  as  a  relative  marker  was
discussed  and  the  concern  that  it  did  not  give
guidance  to  current  issues.  The  Ten
Commandments  was  discussed  and the  relative
lack  of  relevance  in  many  aspects  of  law  and
decision making in our society.

The relativism was brought forward with Stalin
attacking  Germany,  which  allowed  the  eventual
demise of  the fascist  regime.  However,  Stalin  is
well  known to be tyrannical.  Heroes can change
with  viewpoints  and  changing  variables.  Do  we
need a constant yardstick to be ethical?

The  results  were  a  feeling  of  humanism  as
being  a  clear  approach  to  morality  and  that
humanists  are  neither amoral  or  immoral.  The
social construct is based on human relations that
have  evolved  over  mammalian  development.
Congratulations  to  all  in  approaching  a  difficult
topic.
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Virtual Speaker Meeting, March 27
by Terry Sloan, MD

 We appreciate the wonderful presentation of
the Progressive Democrats of America of Central
New Mexico, and particularly Kathleen O'Malley,
PhD,  for  organizing  the  presentation.  It  became
apparent that many humanist issues are symbiotic
with PDA viewpoints.

Dr  Sloan  started  the  meeting  with  the
announcement the final revision of the bylaws has
been completed.

There will be a  board meeting in April on the
second Saturday  (4/10) at  9:00AM to  review the
revised bylaws. Weldon Merritt has led the effort
and done much of the writing.

Dr.  O'Malley  introduced  the  Progressive
Democrats  of  America,  Central  New  Mexico
(PDACNM), which  is a chapter of the Progressive
Democrats of America  (PDA). PDA was founded
in 2004 to transform the Democratic Party and the
country.  This  was  a  grassroots  organization  that
emphasized  small  donors  and  grassroots
organizing.  The  goal  is  to  elect  progressive
candidates  and do this  through an outside-inside
strategy.  There  needs  to  be  change  within  the
Democratic Party and also outside groups working
to bring their positions to the forefront. They also
have  the  Young  Progressives as  part  of  the
organizational strategy. They meet every month by
Zoom and they collaborate with other progressive
groups  to  effect  change.  Their  positions  center
around protecting voters rights, passing the Equal
Rights  Amendment,  protecting human  rights,
decreasing racism, and income equality.

There was discussion around health care for all
and a single payer health care system. NM PDA
supports this direction. They have made progress
working  with  the  New  Mexico legislature  to
increase health care access with focused initiatives
for rural health care and the poor.

They have advocated for increased access for
voters, lobbying to improve election integrity, use
of paper ballots for backup, and  the  education of
voters  in  MM.  They have  developed  a  Native
American Interest group to improve voter turnout
on reservations.

They  have  also  been  involved  in  economic
social justice issues to develop policies that reduce
financial inequity.

There  was  a  significant  question  and answer
period.  It  was  apparent  that  they  supported  the
separation of  church and  state,  although they had
not  really  considered  that  issue  in  their
deliberations.  Climate change was addressed and
the  importance  of  oil  and  gas  lobbying  in  NM.
There  was  discussion  about  the  use  of  the
filibuster  in  stopping  necessary  legislation.  For
more information, or  to join,  see their website at
www.  pdacnm.org  .  Our thanks  to  them  for  their
presentation.

April 24 Speaker Meeting
The  guest  speaker  for  April  will  be  Bruce

Alderman, who will talk about post-metaphysical
spirituality. 

Bruce  Alderman  is  an  affiliate  faculty  at  the
John  F  Kennedy  School  of  Psychology,  and
teaches  courses  on  integral  psychology,
consciousness studies, living systems theory, and
philosophy.  He  has  published  several  papers  in
anthologies  on  meta-theory  and  integrative
philosophy, and is currently co-authoring a book
on post-metaphysical  spirituality.  He also runs  a
YouTube channel called The Integral Stage, which
is dedicated to exploring many of the topics and
crises  of  our  age  from  an  integral,  post-
metaphysical perspective.

Post-metaphysical  spirituality  can  be
considered as a way of living through which we
strive for greater coherence, deepened relationship
and understanding, and a set of commitments that
treats the rare feat of life itself  – on this remote
and lonely planet  – as that which most deserves
the label of “sacred.”

Nietzsche once described human beings as the
“ascetic  species”  – by  which  he  meant  the
practicing species. Many animals practice through
play,  in their  infancies, to acquire basic physical
and hunting skills;  but  humans take this  further,
and  for  many  of  us  – our  athletes,  artists,
scientists,  philosophers and contemplatives  –  the
deliberate  path  of  self-transcendence  through
practice becomes a way of life. Can we understand
spirituality in this sense? Not as the outgrowth of
outmoded metaphysics or conceptions of God, but
as a life of practice, as a means of responding to
the  “vertical  tension”  that  drives  us  to  move
beyond the horizon of our present capacities and
knowledge?  
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New Page on the HSNM Website!
In hs-nm.org, under the Calendar menu, you 

can choose "Topical Meetings - List of Past 
Titles."

The list is by title and you can search for a 
topic. Feedback is welcome.

Obituary for Charles William Little, Jr. 
(Bill)

You  can  count  as  lucky  those  long-time
HSNM members who knew Bill Little.  He was a
warm  and  friendly  man  who  could  tell  a  great
story.  He and his wife Shirley really added joy to
our  meetings.   Bill  served  as  HSNM  Vice
President  from  2008-2010.   Even  though  the
Littles moved to Florida a number of years ago,
they  are  still  missed,  and  as  for  Bill  now even
more.

Bill passed away peacefully on Feb. 3, 2021.
Bill  was  a  kind,  hard-working  and  much  loved
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather
who cared deeply for those he loved. 

Bill was born in Barnesville, Ohio, but moved
constantly as a child due to his father's work. He
attended  22  different  schools  growing  up.  He
graduated from New Concord High School, New
Concord,  Ohio  in  1951,  where  he met  his  wife,
Shirley  Lighthizer.  They  married  in  1952.  Bill
became a journeyman bricklayer and began a 45-
year construction career.

He served for over 32 years in Lions Clubs in
Lake  Weir  and  Belleview,  Florida,  and  Rio
Rancho, New Mexico. Bill was elected President
of  the  Lions  Club  several  times,  along  with
holding  other  offices.  He  was  twice  awarded  a
Melvin  Jones  Fellow,  a  prestigious  award  in
Lionism. 

Bill also served for two years as the President
of  the  Lake  Weir  Chamber  of  Commerce,
Ocklawaha, Florida and was a founding member
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, Lake Weir.

His  hobbies  included  coin  and  stamp
collecting, bowling, horseshoes, wood carving and
decorative tin work. He was a prolific poet and a
wonderful  artist.  Bill  is  also fondly  remembered
for his good humor and joke telling, which were
always made funnier by his own joy and infectious
laughter in the telling.

After  many  years  of  questioning  claims  by
religious faiths, Bill became a devoted humanist in
2003. 

Bill  is  survived  by  his  cherished  wife  of  68
years, Shirley Little; his brother, George Little; his
four children,  William, Jere,  Billie  and Summer;
his  daughter-in-law  Melanye;  his  grandchildren,
Christopher,  LeighAnn,  Jonathan,  Michael,
Jocelyn,  Gabrielle,  Kainai,  DeAnza, Chance  and
Elliot; and his great-grandchildren, Aubrey, James,
Aiden, Ashton and Bentlee.

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating in
Bill's honor to the Lions Club International, 300 W
22nd  Street,  Oak  Brook,  IL  60523  or
lionsclubs.org.

Bill  has  donated  his  body to  ScienceCare  to
help  to  advance  medical  research  for  future
generations. He hoped his donation might inspire
others to do the same: www.sciencecare.com. 
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