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President’s Message
by Allen Robnett

Greetings, Fellow Humanists!

The  phrase  “20-20”  speaks  of
perfection.  We had such high hopes for
the year 2020.  Now I'm simply hoping
that the worst is over and crossing my
fingers for what November 3 may bring.

This  is  the  first  of  two  remaining
opportunities  for  me  to  compose  a
president's  message  and  reflects  some
things that have been on my mind.

Evolution  is  the  preeminent
experimenter.  Every  result  that  can
survive, will survive, until it is replaced
by  something  else.  Dinosaurs  were
dominant  for  the  better  part  of  two
hundred  million  years,  first  appearing
about 245 million years ago. Even that is
short compared to the billions of years
since  the  rock  we  call  Earth  cooled
enough to have a solid surface.

Paleontology  tells  us  that  the  first
creatures  with  mammalian  features
appeared  well  before  the  time that  the
dinosaurs  became  extinct.  There  are
those  who  maintain  that,  rather  than
going  extinct,  the  descendants  of  the
dinosaur  family  is  still  with  us  in  the
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

Due to the Governor’s Emergency order—
HSNM will not hold any in-person meetings

during October

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident expert at Skyping, is holding
a Skype event every Saturday at 10 AM. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theurj@yahoo.com

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists

For information please visit their websites.

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-  rehab centers  

New Mexicans for Science and Reason: nmsr.org

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque

meetup.com/FFRABQ

Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: ffrf.org

http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community
mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org
http://meetup.com/FFRABQ
http://nmsr.org/
http://rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab-centers


creatures we call birds. If that seems far-
fetched,  consider  the  ratites:  ostrich,
emu  and  cassowary,  and  how  closely
they  resemble  the  velociraptor.
As  far  as  we  can  tell,  nothing  that
preceded  us  even  came  close  to
developing  intellectual  capabilities
comparable to ours, and I believe it can
be  argued  that  human  language  is  the
preeminent creation of our species.

Human  language  is  astounding.  It
gives  us  the  tremendous  advantage  of
recording  and  drawing  on  intellectual
achievements  of  the  distant  past,  com-
paring  notes  currently  with  billions  of
other humans worldwide, and speculat-
ing on the future and passing to future
generations  our  thoughts  and  ideas.
Some of  our  finest  creations  are  idea-
structures expressed in language.

A question that I find fascinating is
the nature of a concept in the brain. We
don’t  really  think  in  words.  A concept
emerges from our vast subconscious into
the very limited area of consciousness,
and we then find a way to express that
concept in words, sometimes with great
difficulty.

I  think  it  is  neither  hubris  nor  a
stretch to say that the dominant feature
that distinguishes humanity is its incom-
parable  ability  to  create  intellectual
structures of all kinds, and to communi-
cate  across  space  and  time.

An  interesting  question  is,  did  the
complex brain lead to the complex intel-
lectual structures, or did the process of
developing  the  intellectual  structures
lead to the complex brain. The answer is
probably  a  synergistic  combination  of
the two over eons of time.

Another  question  has  to  do  with
reality. As I see it,  we each live at the
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40  for  two  adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send subscription or membership requests to: Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2012@co  m  c  ast.net  .  The  deadline  for  Newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired
by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the dignity of
each human being, it supports the maximization of individual
liberty  and  opportunity  consonant  with  social  and  planetary
responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of  participatory
democracy and the expansion of the open society, standing for
human  rights  and  social  justice.  Free  of  supernaturalism,  it
recognizes human beings as a part of nature and holds that
values - be they religious, ethical, social, or political - have
their source in human experience and culture. Humanism thus
derives the goals of life from human need and interest rather
than from theological or ideological dogmatism, and asserts that
humanity must take responsibility for its own destiny 
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mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net


center of the reality that is constructed within our
brain.  That  reality  is  the  result  of  inputs  of  the
senses laid upon our experiences as recorded by
our imperfect brain. The inevitable result is that no
two people share identical realities.

As  politics  proves,  in  some cases  the  differ-
ence  in  realities  is  astounding.  Differences  of
interpretation can sometimes make it seem that the
conservatives and liberals do not even speak the
same  language.  Michael  Shermer’s  book,  The
Moral  Arc:  How  Science  and  Reason  Lead
Humanity Toward Truth, Justice, and Freedom, is
a case in point.  In today’s climate we must ask,
whose truth, whose justice, whose freedom. Con-
servatives tend to put an entirely different spin on
these from the conventional Liberal view.

As a final thought, we can only hope that, as
Dr Martin Luther King said, “The arc of history is
long, but it bends toward justice.”

A Remembrance of Frederic March
Fred March was HSNM President from 2006

to 2010 and he led us well.  Fred was a wonderful
man  who  was  well  educated,  erudite,  good
humored as well as having a great sense of humor.
He was environmental engineer, author and world
traveler.  He and Joan opened up their home to our
group for gatherings, board meetings and planning
meetings.  Just  a  few years  ago he talked to  our

group about community-owned banking. He was a
true asset to our group and also our world. He will
be sorely missed.

Obituary for Frederic March
Frederic (Fred) March, 83, a resident of New

Mexico  since  1991,  died  on  September  4,  2020
after a long battle with vascular dementia. 

Fred was born in Brooklyn, New York, a son
of  immigrants  who fled  antisemitism in  Europe.
Fred was a life-long student of Jewish history, ar-
chaeology, and modern day Israel. He was also an
author, a global traveler, and a humanist. He loved
music and performance and used his rich, baritone
voice to entertain family and friends.

Fred graduated from City College of New York
and  received  his  master’s  degree  in  engineering
from the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.
Fred spent his 50-year career as an environmental
engineer, retiring from Sandia National Laborato-
ries in 2009.  Over the years he contributed to en-
vironmental health and safety through his work at
Sandia  and  in  numerous  countries  around  the
world including Brazil, Egypt, Somalia, India and
Mexico.

His  ideas,  philosophy,  and  world-view  are
expressed in his book, The Bible Through the Eyes
of  its  Authors  (2006) as  well  as  in  articles  and
lectures  for  the  American  Humanist  Association
and local adult education venues. 

A  life-long  nature  lover  and  avid  walker,
Fred’s family plans to establish a memorial tribute
to him in one of Albuquerque’s recreation areas.

He is survived by his wife of 36 years, Joan
March;  his  daughter,  Nadine  Brown  of  Albu-
querque;  son,  Michael  March  of  Portland,  OR;
son, Andrew March of Fort Collins, CO; daughter,
Kate  Stern  and  husband  Lawrence  Stern  of
Modiin, Israel; and five grandchildren.

A celebration  of  Fred’s  life  will  be  held  at
some point in the future when the dangers of large
gatherings  due  to  Covid-19  have  diminished.
Memorial  donations  can  be  made  to  the
Alzheimer’s Association.
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People for the American Way: Amy Coney 
Barrett Nomination Statement and Report

Press Release, September 26, 2020

Washington,  D.C.—  Following  Donald
Trump’s nomination of Seventh Circuit judge Amy
Coney  Barrett  to  the  US.  Supreme  Court  seat
formerly  held  by  the  late  Justice  Ruth  Bader
Ginsburg, People For the American Way President
Ben Jealous released the following statement:

“It  is  no  surprise  that  Donald  Trump  has
nominated  another  anti-health  care,  anti-
choice judge to the US. Supreme Court.  The
test now is for Republican senators: will they
follow Trump and Mitch McConnell over the
cliff in ramming this disastrous nomination
through?  Or  will  they stand  up  for  their
constituents  who  want  their  health  care
protected  and  expanded  during  this
pandemic,  and the  millions  of  Americans
who  could  lose  coverage  for  preexisting
conditions? It comes down to this: Senators
who ignore the will of the people so they can
put another nail in the coffin of health care
are  putting  another  nail  in  the  coffins  of
their  own  constituents.  Come  November,
voters will remember this betrayal.”

The most recent polling shows that a majority
of Americans, 62%, including many Republicans,
believes  the  next  president  should  choose
Ginsburg’s successor.

Also  today,  People  For  the  American  Way
released  a  report on  Barrett’s  record  on  the
Seventh Circuit of Appeals. Among other things,
the report notes:

• Barrett sharply criticized the Supreme 

Court for upholding the now ten-year-old 
health care law that assures coverage for 
preexisting conditions, and wrote that the 
law’s coverage requirements 
were unconstitutional. 

• Barrett has signaled her hostility to Roe v. 

Wade. 
• In just under three years on the federal 

bench, Barrett has accrued a record that 
raises alarms around issues of health care 
as well as racial equity, criminal justice, 
immigrants’ rights and the rights of 
working people. 

• Barrett dismissed a case filed by a patient 

who was injured in a health care exam, 
citing a minor mistake made by the patient 
in filing her complaint. 

• Barrett voted to deny a rehearing to a Black

man whose employer assigned staff to 
particular stores based on their race, 
essentially giving the nod to a modern-day 
example of racist “separate but equal” 
segregation practices. 

• Barrett joined a ruling that job applicants 

cannot hold an employer accountable for 
hiring practices that have a discriminatory 
impact on older workers. 

Reminder: HSNM Board Election

Votes  for  the  new HSNM Board  are  due by
October 15. You may vote to either accept or reject
the slate of candidates by emailing or calling me
(the current HSNM Secretary, Cynthianne) Email:
humanistworks@gmail.com,  or  phone:  505-410-
2998 (leave message if no answer.) Candidates are
all running unopposed. Slate of candidates:

President: Terry Sloan, MD

Vice President: Jerry Wesner

Treasurer: Richard Grady

Secretary: Cynthianne Yabut

Member-at-Large: Edward Berge

A  bio  sheet  with  a  ballot  is  enclosed
separately- please vote before October 15! Thank
you. -Cynthianne
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