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President’s Message
by Allen Robnett

Greetings  Fellow  Humanists!  For
most  of  the  twentieth  century,  the  US
held the guiding torch: the Marshall Plan
was  born  of  a  spirit  of  generosity.
Republicans  and  Democrats  worked
together to “get'er done.”

Now  compromise  has  become  a
dirty word. It's majority rule, and since
the Democrats control the House and the
Republicans  control  the  Senate,  it's
perpetual gridlock.

We can only hope that Biden's goal
of  being  all-inclusive  will  make  a
difference.  (Obviously  I  am  assuming
that  his  election  is  a  foregone
conclusion.  Our  system  of  “electors”
could make that go the other way.)

Humanists Implore Supreme 
Court to Reject Religious 
Favoritism in Adoption Case
American Humanist Association Press Release
August 20, 2020

In  a  stand  against  religiously
ordained  discrimination,  the  American
Humanist  Association  (AHA)  joined
other  nontheist  groups  in  a  Supreme
Court amicus brief in  Fulton v. City of
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HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

Due to the Governor’s Emergency order—
HSNM will not hold any in-person meetings

during September

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident expert at Skyping, is holding
a Skype event every Saturday at 10 AM. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theurj@yahoo.com

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists

For information please visit their websites.

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-  rehab centers  

New Mexicans for Science and Reason: nmsr.org

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque

meetup.com/FFRABQ

Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: ffrf.org

http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/19-123.html
mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org
http://meetup.com/FFRABQ
http://nmsr.org/
http://rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab-centers


Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  The
Supreme Court  will  hear  arguments  in
this case on November 4.

Catholic  Social  Services  (CSS)  re-
fused  to  certify  same-sex  couples  for
adoption in violation of anti-discrimina-
tion  laws.  The  issue  before  the  high
court is whether a faith-based organiza-
tion that partners with a government en-
tity has to comply with neutral laws of
general  applicability  per  Employment
Division  v.  Smith (1990).  The  amicus
brief  argues  that  Smith should  not  be
overturned  and  that  decisions  of  the
Third Circuit should be affirmed.

AHA  Legal  Director  and  Senior
Counsel Monica Miller said: “Not only
do  we  see  Catholic  Social  Services
trying to  garner a  license to engage in
otherwise  unlawful  discrimination
against the LGBTQ community, but we
also  see  an  attempt  to  undermine  the
rule of law itself.”

The  brief,  joined  by  other  major
nontheist organizations, notes that: “It is
antithetical  to  the  concept  of  religious
liberty to allow a government contractor
that serves the public to discriminate on
the  basis  of  religion.  The  government
itself perpetuates discrimination when it
allows  an  organization  that  carries  out
essential social services with its backing
to  implement  the  organization’s
religious orthodoxy.”

“Discriminatory  practices  like  the
ones CSS has engaged in continue to in-
terfere  with  a  child’s  ability  to  find  a
loving  home,”  noted  Roy  Speckhardt,
Executive Director of the AHA. “CSS’s
expectation of receiving taxpayer dollars
to use religion as a weapon against lov-
ing families and children is abhorrent.”
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM  Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM
membership  is  $25/year  ($40  for  two  adults  in  the  same
household). Youth/student membership (24 years or under)
is $5.00 per year. 

Send subscription or membership requests to: Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website
at hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send Newsletter submissions to: Editor, Randall Wall,
Paragon2012@co  m  c  ast.net  .  The  deadline  for  Newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

More information about the Humanist Society of New
Mexico can be found on the HSNM webpage:  hs-nm.org.
Also  see  facebook.com/newmexicohumanists.  HSNM
society activities are listed at meetup.com/group-HSNM. 

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired
by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the dignity of
each human being, it supports the maximization of individual
liberty  and  opportunity  consonant  with  social  and  planetary
responsibility.  It  advocates  the  extension  of  participatory
democracy and the expansion of the open society, standing for
human  rights  and  social  justice.  Free  of  supernaturalism,  it
recognizes human beings as a part of nature and holds that
values - be they religious, ethical, social, or political - have
their source in human experience and culture. Humanism thus
derives the goals of life from human need and interest rather
than from theological or ideological dogmatism, and asserts that
humanity must take responsibility for its own destiny 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/19-123.html
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/19-123.html
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net
mailto:Paragon2012@comcast.net


Miller concluded: “Religious institutions that part-
ner with government entities to provide social ser-
vices must comply with the same rules that other
social service providers adhere to.”

HSNM Board Elections for 2021-2022
HSNM Board members,  all  volunteers,  serve

two-year terms. The current  members’ terms ex-
pire at the end of October this year. Following are
brief bios for candidates for the 2021-2022 board.

HSNM members who have paid dues for 2020
are eligible to vote for the board. If you agree to
the election of the following slate of candidates (or
object  for  any reason)  please call  Cynthianne at
(505)  210-2998,  or  email  her  at
Humanistworks@gmail.com.

Terrence Sloan, MD — Candidate for President

Dr.  Sloan  did  his  undergraduate  work  at
Adams State College in Colorado (BS in Chem-
istry) Medical School at  University of Colorado,
and  trained  in  Internal  Medicine  at  UCLA and
University of New Mexico.

He served Native  Americans  for  41 years  in
the Indian Health  Service (a  single  payer  health
system)  and  is  retired.  He  is  a  member  of  the
American  Humanist  Society  and  Committee  of
Skeptical Inquiry.

Jerry Wesner —  Candidate for Vice President

I was raised Methodist, and slowly realized my
beliefs  were melting away until  I  saw an article
about HSNM in a free newspaper and called the
person named in the article.  At the end of an hour-
long conversation I realized I was a Humanist, and
set about to join the group.

I've been a member of HSNM since the late
1990s.  I  have  been  treasurer  and  produced  the
newsletter. In 2000 I was elected president, then
reelected in 2002 and 2004.

In 2003 we were named Chapter of the Year by
the AHA.  In 2005 we  hosted the national conven-
tion at the Hyatt Regency in Albuquerque.  At least
20 of  our  members  participated  in  the  planning,
and the event went off without a hitch.

My fondest hope is that before too long we'll
be able to meet in person again. If elected, I will
be  responsible  for  getting  speakers  for  the  third
meeting of each month.  I will need your help in
selecting  and  arranging  for  speakers  that  will
interest and enlighten our members.

Richard Grady — Candidate for Treasurer

Richard is a retired accountant and has lived in
Albuquerque for 12 years, but has been a member
of  AHA quite  a  bit  longer  than  that.  He  loves
music,  especially  classical,  opera  and  jazz,  and
sings in a barbershop chorus and quartet. He is a
trumpet  player  who  once  played  in  the  Tulsa
Philharmonic.  His  other  principal  hobby  is
Tournament Bridge. He has three children and 11
grandchildren.

Cynthianne Yabut — Candidate for Secretary

I am a retired technical editor, volunteering to 
do my bit to promote humanism and thus reason 
and civil rights in New Mexico. Otherwise 
enjoying retirement in New Mexico, with its great 
climate, scenery, history, and people.

I have served as HSNM secretary for the last 
five years.

Edward Berge — Candidate for Member-at-
Large 

Edward has been an active member of HSNM
for about a year. He graduated summa cum laude
with  a  BA  degree  in  English  Literature  from
Arizona State University. He is a member of Phi
Beta  Kappa  National  Honor  Society.  He  has
published articles in a few academic journals. He
continues  motivating  political  action  through his
blog  Proactive  Progressive  Populism  and  is  a
regular  contributor  to  the  Albuquerque  Brain,
Mind & AI discussion group. He chooses to live a
simple lifestyle to reduce his carbon footprint. He
is  an  accomplished  partner  dancer  trained  in
ballroom, Latin,  country  western  and west  coast
swing. He is a long time practitioner of martial Tai
Ji Quan in the Tung family tradition. 

3


