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President’s Message
by Allen Robnett

This year, 2020, the year of perfect
vision, becomes instead the year of the
corona  virus.  Reminds  us  of  Robbie
Burns:

But, Mousie, thou art no thy-lane,
In proving foresight may be vain;
The best-laid schemes o' mice an'

men
Gang aft agley,

An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain,
For promis'd joy! 

And of the need to re-examine our
boundless pride in our historical past as
urged  by  HSNM  member,  Robert
Carlton:

Those who don't understand calls
for the removal of statues of many
historical figures need to become
familiar with the facts of the lives
those folks  lived,  the beliefs  they
held,  and the legacy they burned
into our heritage.

George  Washington  is  a  perfect
example. Yes. Washington was the

1

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

However, due to the Governor’s Emergency order-
HSNM will not hold any in-person meetings during

June

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident expert at Skyping, is holding
a Skype event every Saturday at 10 AM. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theurj@yahoo.com

Other Groups of Interest to Humanists

For information please visit their websites.

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community

Non-Religious Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centers
rehabcenter.net/non-religious-  rehab centers  

New Mexicans for Science and Reason: nmsr.org

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque

meetup.com/FFRABQ

Freedom From Religion Foundation, National: ffrf.org

http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community
mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org
http://meetup.com/FFRABQ
http://nmsr.org/
http://rehabcenter.net/non-religious-rehab-centers


general who led continental forces
to  victory  in  our  Revolutionary
War. Yes. Washington was a great
first  president  whose  refusal  of
certain  honors  and  a  third  term
set excellent precedents for future
presidents.  But  also,  Washington
was  a  slaver!  An  exploiter  of
human flesh and suffering for his
own  benefit.  These  facts  weren't
taught  in  my  school  history
classes.  (This  article  was  in
Saturday's Washington Post.) 

It  seems  that  many  of  us  are
constantly tearing down old monuments
and  erecting  new  ones,  always
unmindful  of  the  fact  that  our  heroes
have feet of clay. The human tendency
to want to dominate other humans is as
old as humanity itself. But we do appear
to  be  making  progress;  Mississippi  is
now  the  last  state  to  remove  the
confederate  emblem from its  flag.  My
fear  is  that  we  have  exchanged  the
physical  shackles  of  slavery  for  the
invisible  shackles  of  poverty.  The best
we can do is to endeavor to ensure that
escape ladders exist and are maintained.
That is one of our goals as Humanists.

Information on CoVid-19
Coronovirus Knowledge Hub: 
coronavirus.frontiersin.org/

CoVid in New Mexico: 
Weather.com/coronavirus

CoVid in United States: 
worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/
us/

Harvard Global Health Institute: 
globalepidemics.org
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor
A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership online, go to the website at
hs-nm.org/about/membership/.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  The  deadline  for  Newsletter
submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 
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