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President’s Message
by Allen Robnett

It’s  almost  embarrassing  to  re-read
the  exuberance  with  which  your
president welcomed the 2020 decade in
the  President's  Message  of  December
2019: “Merely the number, 2020 sounds
extra special.” Well it certainly has been
different! In the future I’ll try to hang on
to my darling wife’s 3-R’s admonition:

“3 R’s? —Readin’ Ritin’ an’ Rithmetic?”
“No —Remain Relatively Rational.”

Speaking  of  rationality,  one  of  the
more rational  observations that  Donald
Trump has made is  that  if  we were to
enact  vote  by  mail,  the  Republicans
would never win another election. — I'm
for that!

I may be wrong but I believe that if
one were to draw a graph with political
leaning  as  the  horizontal  axis  (the
abscissa) and group size as the vertical
axis  (the  ordinate)  one  would  not  get
something that looked like a bell curve,
peaking  at  the  middle,  but  rather  it
would  be  distinctly  bi-modal  with  a
much  higher  peak  left  of  center,  a
significantly lower peak right of center,

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

However, due to the Governor’s Emergency order-

HSNM will not hold any in-person meetings
during May

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident expert at Skyping, is holding
a Skype event every Saturday at 10 am. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theurj@yahoo.com

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.

For more information please visit their websites.
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 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
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New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)
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and  a  pronounced  dip  in  the  center
representing  those  who  are  neutral
(brain dead?)

It  seems  that  times  have  changed
drastically  regarding the  collegiality  of
folks  with  differing  points  of  view.
Remember William F Buckley, the giant
on  the  right,  and  Kenneth  John
Galbraith,  his  antithesis  on  the  left?
Their  families  sometimes  enjoyed
dinning together on weekends. I wish I
shared  my  darling  wife’s  tendency  to
make allowances for all points of view.
I’m  afraid  that  I  find  it  difficult  to
converse with anyone who is very far to
the right of center.

If you have not yet joined the group
discussion that  our own Edward Berge
conducts  via  Skype on Saturdays from
10 til 11 AM, be sure to do so. If you
don’t already have Skype, try it, you’ll
like  it.  It  is  free  and  readily  down-
loadable. Just Google the word Skype.

Ah,  for  the  “good  old  days”  when
we could shout at each other in person!

Information on CoVid-19

A  source  of  scientifically-vetted
news  can  be  found  on  Coronovirus
Knowledge Hub.  This is an up-to-date
source  of  information  and  analysis  on
COVID-19  and  coronaviruses,  at:
https://coronavirus.frontiersin.org/

Let’s Lighten Up!

Reading  the  news,  I  learned  that
Irish  pubs  will  remain  closed  until
August 10th.   This complicates one of
the worlds shortest jokes:

   Two Irishmen leave a pub.
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor
A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 


