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President’s Message
by Allen Robnett

Greetings fellow quarantined
Humanists!

The president's message for April is
short  and  not  so  sweet:  Clearly,  there
will  be  no  HSNM  gatherings  until
further notice.

If  isolation  brings  on "cabin fever"
and you would like to communicate via
Skype with friends and group members,
email Edward Berge, HSNM’s expert at
Skyping, at theurj@yahoo.com.  It is an
amazing capability.  Try it, you'll like it.
Edward  holds  a  weekly  Skype  event
every Saturday at 10 am.

[Editor’s  note:  Skype  is  a  free  video-
conferencing software that  is  relatively
easy to use. Go to  Skype.com for more
info.]

In addition to giving Edward credit
for  his  weekly  event,  I  want  to  thank
Cynthianne  and  Randy  for  the
wonderful  work they do in the weekly
newsletter.

Stay healthy and six feet away from
everyone (almost).

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque

HSNM usually holds meetings on the second, third, and fourth
Saturday of each month.

However, due to the Governor’s Emergency order-

HSNM will not hold any meetings during April

Edward Berge, HSNM’s resident expert at Skyping, is holding
a Skype event every Saturday at 10 am. If you would like to

participate, or just get more info, email Edward:
theurj@yahoo.com

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.

For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics

 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque

(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 

(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)
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Humanists Applaud States for 
Stopping Sale of Fake Coronavirus
Medicine

American Humanist Association Press 
Release, March 13, 2020

AmericanHumanist.org

In  a  victory  against  pseudoscience
and fraudulent medical claims, Missouri
and New York sued to  halt  sales  of  a
pseudoscientific  substance  that
televangelist Jim Bakker claimed could
cure the COVID-19 coronavirus within
twelve hours.

   Additionally on Monday, the FDA
sent Bakker a letter informing him that
the  “Silver  Sol  Liquid,”  which  Bakker
claimed cured coronavirus, violated the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act.

“This  is  a  small  victory  against
pseudoscience.  Bakker’s  faith-based
cures could lead people to dangerously
assume they are healthy when they are
not,”  AHA  President  Sunil  Panikkath
said. “We are glad Missouri, New York,
and  the  FDA  are  protecting  people
against quackery.”

Bakker’s  website  claims  the
substance—also known as “Silver Sol”
or the “Optivida Silver Solution” could
also cure SARS, HIV, and many other
pathogens.  The  World  Health
Organization and the Center for Disease
Control  and  Prevention  (CDC)  state
there  are  no  current  cures  or  direct
treatments for COVID-19 at this time.

Panikkath  emphasized:  “We  hope
that  the  administration  and  the  CDC
prioritizes  efforts  to  take  a  proactive,
science-based  approach  to  tackle
COVID-19 in the US.”
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor
A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 


