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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

Happy 2020, Fellow Humanists!

It’s  just  a  number,  of  course,  and
measured  from  an  arbitrary  starting
point; but still, 2020 has a ring to it that
seems to promise something special.  It
seems  to  herald  a  special  vision  of
where  we’ve  been,  where  we  are,  and
where we’re going. Let’s look at it that
way, even if we are fooling ourselves.

Having  a  presidential  election  will
be a big relief. Isn’t it funny how almost
any status that prevails long enough, like
extreme narcissism for example, comes
to seem natural.  The polls  suggest that
the  three  top  contenders  would  all  be
good choices.

Our group is growing slowly, but it
is growing. Though meeting attendance
is usually between 15 and 20, I have an
email distribution list of 93. Don’t fail to
invite anyone who might be interested.

January  11 is  our  “What’s  on your
mind” gathering, and the selected topic
for  January  18  is  “Development  of
Empathy  and  Compassion  in  Today's
Society.” Those gatherings will  start  at
10am and will be held at our usual Free
Range  Event  Center  location  (Central
just west of University). Our speaker for

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday,  January 11

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am –  Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave SE

Saturday,  January 18

HSNM Topical Meeting: 10am –  Noon
 Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave SE

Development of Empathy and Compassion in Today’s Society  

Saturday,  January 25

HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10:30am – 12:30pm
 Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave NE

How Inter-generational Connections Impact Lives 

Tawnya Mullen

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


January 25 is Tawnya Mullin on “How
Intergenerational  connections  impact
lives.”  Tawnya  is  the  Board  President
and  Acting  Director  of  Hands  Across
Time, Inc.

Hope to see you at all three events,

Next Speaker Meeting – Tawnya 
Mullen on How Intergenerational 
Connections Impact Lives

Tawnya  Mullen  is  the  Board
President and Acting Director of Hands
Across  Time  NM  Inc. She  is  a  New
Mexico  native  who  has  served  the
community in New Mexico as a nurse in
a variety of settings since moving back
home from Florida in 2007.  Her desire
to promote multigenerational intentional
community living in  New Mexico was
planted  while  living  near  and  working
for  the  Advent  Christian  Village  in
Dowling  Park  Florida,  where  her
grandmother  and  several  other  family
members continue to reside. Tawnya is
passionate about affordable housing and
helping those experiencing vulnerability
to self empower. 

Report on Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

Fifteen  enthusiastic  Humanists
attended our get-together December 14.
The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  only
some of the high points.

The  long  discussion  of  taxation
included the fact that the 35% tax rate in
Austria  is  generally  welcomed because
of  all  of  the  benefits  that  it  covers.  A
period  of  unmatched  prosperity
followed  WWII  during  which  the  US
marginal federal tax rate was 90%. With
the advent of the Reagan administration,
social  security  benefits  began  to  be
taxed, and there was a pronounced shift
of  the  tax  burden from the  wealthy  to
the  middle  class.  Elizabeth  Warren
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Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer
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A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



favors replacing the income tax with a wealth tax.
This would repair the inequity of having inherited
wealth avoid income tax. In some estimates, New
Mexico is one of the worst places to live because
of the crime rate  and the high level of taxation.
That estimate overlooks the fact that many states,
like  Texas,  have  a  very  high  property  tax  rate.
Other  estimates  rate  New Mexico  as  one  of  the
best  places  to  live.  It  also  ranks number  one  in
credit card debt per capita.

The  success  of  democracy  requires  an
appreciation of truth. Trump and his people have
battered  down  much  of  what  was  protecting
democracy as he makes his bid to be the first mad
king  of  America.  Modern  media  has  created
unprecedented  propaganda  power.  The  Brexit
move  was  built  on  propaganda  and  lies.  It  was
suggested that the results of the election in the UK
were  determined  largely  by  overwhelming
propaganda  techniques,  and  that  we  seem to  be
moving  back  a  few  hundred  years  to  rule  by
oligarchy. 

It was observed that we have been ruled for a
long  time  by  corporations  and  the  extremely
wealthy. Many lament the fact that the upper class
is getting an increasingly large share of the pie as
those in power are able to move in the direction of
increasing  their  power.  It  is  true  that
unemployment is at an all-time low, but poverty-
level wages force many to work two or even three
jobs.

Some see signs that Bernie Sanders will get the
nomination. His unabashed statement that he is a
socialist is not generally offensive to the younger
generation.  Those  who  decry  tendencies  toward
socialism  don't  mention  Social  Security  or
Medicare, which are very popular programs.

Amazon and Walmart are examples of sources
that  we are  not  proud of  using,  but  they  are  so
darned convenient! Sometimes there just seems to
be no other way. Jeff Bezos cut health benefits for
part-time  workers  in  his  Whole  Foods  grocery
business  in  order  to  increase  his  own  personal
profit,  but  it  can  sometimes  be  difficult  if  not
impossible to find an alternative to Amazon. It is

clear  that  unbridled  capitalism  is  as  bad  as
unbridled communism.

Two final observations:

For Trump voters, I will speak more slowly 
and use words of one syllable.

The polar caps are melting because we are 
putting to much too much ice in our mixed drinks.

HumanLight Roadrunner Food Donations

As is our annual tradition, this year’s Human
Light  party  solicited  donations  for  Roadrunner
Food Bank.   Carolyn reported that  $634.58 was
raised in cash donations with about a dozen cans
of food as well!  Great job, HSNM!

Beginning 2020 on a Kind of Road Trip, 
Exploring Potential Hazards Ahead 
By Jennifer Bardi

Humanist.com, December 27, 2019

It’s 2020! Let the ironic wordplay about clear
and perfect vision begin. Or maybe we go with a
different  metaphor  about  surviving  the  difficult
teen years of the twenty-first century. How we’re
now  ready  to  act  like  adults  and  embrace
responsibility. How now, we get to vote!

It’s actually mid-December as I write this, and
there’s a cold and cheerless rain falling steadily in
Washington,  DC.  This  morning  the  House
Judiciary Committee voted (along party lines) to
approve  two  articles  of  impeachment  against
President  Donald  J.  Trump:  abuse of  power and
obstruction  of  Congress.  The  full  House  is
expected to vote on the articles  of impeachment
next week. In a statement issued on December 6,
2019, American Humanist  Association Executive
Director  Roy Speckhardt  went  on  record  asking
Congress  to  uphold  its  constitutional  duty,
stressing that:

To conduct  anything  less  than  a  rigorous
and transparent  impeachment  process  and
eventual  trial  would  render  our  republic
dangerously  vulnerable  and  further  harm
Americans’ fragile trust  in our democratic
process.
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We  find  ourselves  at  a  moment  not  of
celebration  or  relief  but  of  grave  concern  and
rancor. As a lover of words and phrasing, I often
find the very best wordsmiths can distract from the
punishing storm, even as they write about the very
thing pouring down upon us. This time it was New
York  Times columnist  Frank  Bruni,  uniquely
summing  up  “the  wonder  of  the  wretched
moment.”  He  was  specifically  writing  about
Attorney General Bill Barr’s complete trashing of
the inspector general’s report, issued in December,
which both soundly criticized and legitimized the
FBI’s  investigation  into  possible  ties  between
Russia  and  the  2016  Trump  campaign.  “The
wonder of this wretched moment has never been
the existence and stench of a bad egg in the Oval
Office,” Bruni wrote.

That’s  hardly  strange,  given  how  ably
shamelessness  serves  ambition.  The
wonder is  how many other  bad eggs the
current  president  has  assembled  or
hatched.  The  wonder  is  this  fluffy,  funky
omelet of unscrupulousness.

If you’re like me, that phrase is just too good
not to turn the corners of your mouth up even as
you contemplate the stench.

Bruni also referred to Barr’s October 11 speech
at the University of Notre Dame Law School, in
which the attorney general spoke about the evils of
secularism,  the  need  for  a  “moral  [read:
conservative  Christian]  renaissance,”  and  said
(without,  Bruni  noted,  any  palpable  sense  of
irony), “No society can exist without some means
for restraining individual rapacity.” 

Is  rapacity—  aggressive  greed—  an
impeachable  act?  Trump’s  Republican  defenders
in  the  US  House  of  Representatives  have  been
screaming—at  their  Democratic  counterparts,  at
dignified witnesses in the impeachment hearings,
at all of us watching— that the president’s rapacity
amounts to far less. 

I  think  we  all  realize  acquittal  is  on  the
horizon. Which,  I  suppose,  leaves it  up to us to
find out where the means for restraining individual
rapacity lie.

Many  will  say  in  the  voting  booth.  But,  as
some writing in this issue of the Humanist will tell
you, that’s not a guaranteed secure place,  if  you
can even get inside. And then there’s the question
of  what  our  choices  will  be.  And  so,  we  begin
2020 on a kind of road trip, exploring, in the first
issue of the year, the potential hazards ahead. Mike
Kuhlenbeck  returns  with  a  troubling  look  at
theocracy  in  Brazil,  Mark  Dunbar  analyzes  the
tension between progressives and populists in his
historical overview of the Democratic party,  and
Stephanie  Zvan  goes  in  search  of  a  humanist
political ideology. If and when you need to get off
the  road  to  stretch  your  legs,  check  out  Chris
Highland’s humanist ode to the great Sierra sage,
John Muir. Our 2020 vision may not be clear, but
at least we have our minds, hearts, and eyes open.

Let's Lighten Up!

Q: What's the best thing about Switzerland?

A: I don't know, but the flag is a big plus!

I invented a new word!    —Plagiarism.

Hear about the new restaurant named Karma?  —
There's no menu, you just get what you deserve.

HSNM Financial Summary — 
January 2020

General fund: $7,821.98
Scholarship fund: 2,505.00
Total: $10,326.98

Shares: $85.71
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