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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

We all  have  high  hopes  for  2020,
and  it  is  almost  upon  us.  Merely  the
number  2020  sounds  extra-special.
Can  we finally  replace  the  narcissist-
in-chief?  Will  the  number  of  “nones”
continue  to  expand  at  a  phenomenal
rate?  Generation  X  was  replaced  by
generation Y, and now by generation Z.
Is it  significant that we have come to
the end of the alphabet?

The  newest  generation,  Z,  is
known  for  not  being  “joiners,”  not
churches  nor  anything  else.  The  far
right  has  taken  note  and  initiated
strategies to have schools play a bigger
role  in the battle for young minds.  In
the  Southeast  especially,  legislatures
have passed laws requiring schools to
display  prominently  the  motto,  “In
God we trust.” 

Trump's  appointments  to  the
Supreme  Court  have  been  disastrous
from  the  Humanist  point  of  view.  If
you have any credit  in heaven, please
pray for RBG to be able to hang on for
at least one more year.

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday,  December 14

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, December 21

HSNM Topical Meeting: 10:00am –  Noon
 Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Does Equality Reduce Freedom?

Saturday,  December 28

HSNM Holiday Party: 1pm to 6pm

Potluck at 9724 Loretta NW
Bring your favorite dish to share
Call (505) 350-2436  to RSVP

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


Be  of  good  cheer;  we  have  some
setbacks, but the prognosis for the long
term appears  to  be very good.  Surely
the  narcissist-in-chief  will  not  be  re-
elected!  Unfortunately  that  is  the
prediction that I made in 2016.

Speaking  of  good  cheer,  don't
forget  the  celebratory  potluck  at
Charlene  and  Allen's  house  on
December 28 at 1 pm. The shindig will
probably  continue  until  the  last  soul
gets tired of playing codenames.

HumanLight Party– December 28

It's  time  for  our  HumanLight
Party!   Allen  and  Charlene  have
graciously opened their home again, so
thanks go to  them.   It'll  be a  potluck
for  dinner,  so  please  bring  your
favorite dish.  

Also,  a  donation  of  food  or  cash
for Roadrunner  Food Bank would be
wonderful!  It'll be a time to celebrate
a great year of friendships, discussions
and fun!  Hope to see you on Saturday,
December 28th at 1pm at Charlene and
Allen’s!

Report on Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

Seventeen  enthusiastic  humanists
assembled  at  our  usual  digs  (Free
Range  Event  Center)  on  Saturday,
November 9.

Consideration  of  AI  (artificial
intelligence)  was  taken  up again,  this
time  focusing  on  the  concept  of
personhood.  Sara,  an  orangutan  from
Argentina,  has  been  granted
personhood. 
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



A  robot  can  have  intelligence  and  even
biases, but does not qualify as a person.  

It  was  observed  that,  from  a  legalistic
perspective, corporations and fetuses have status
as persons. 

The question was raised that if at some time
in the future robots can simulate feelings, should
they be granted personhood?

Along related lines, the comment was made
that  humans  gave  up  instinct  for  intelligence.
Given  that  humans  still  do  many  things
instinctively, it is probably necessary to qualify
the phrase, “gave up.” A fundamental distinction
between  humans  and  other  animals  is  the
plasticity of the human brain. 

Intelligence  involves  the  use  of  reason  in
making decisions, but the elephant is frequently
steered by the self-serving monkey on its back.

It  has  been more than forty years  since the
proposed Equal  Rights Amendment (ERA) was
last ratified by a state, and we are still two states
shy.  Those  that  have  yet  to  ratify  are  a  solid
block of eleven states in the deep Southeast, plus
Arizona and Utah. 

Less than 7% of CEO’s are women. On the
average,  a woman will be paid between a half-
milliion and one-million dollars less than a man
in a similar job situation during her lifetime.

The status of the governorship of Kentucky
was brought up. At the time of the meeting, the
Democratic contender was 5000 votes ahead of
the present governor, but there was a significant
chance that the question could be settled by the
Republican-leaning legislature. (Luckily, this did
not occur.)

It  was  observed  that  the  US  is  effectively
ignoring  the  looming  climate  change  crisis.  In
fact,  many  of  the  hard-won  gains  of  the  last
decades are being overturned by the GOP. 

Some  fear  that  it  poses  a  challenge  to
democracy  itself,  and  that  the  down-hill  slide
began with Reagan.

As a final caution, it was forecast that Trump
will claim election fraud and refuse to leave the
White  House  if  he  does  not  win  the  2020
election. There is certainly ample precedence for
that fear.

Report on Topical Discussion Meeting
by Allen Robnett

 There  were  fifteen dedicated Humanists  at
the  selected  topics  discussion  on  Saturday,
November 16. The selected topic was, “How and
why I became a Humanist.”

Though  there  were  a  few  exceptions,  for
most,  the  journey  started  from  a  more  or  less
stable  position  within  an  orthodox  religion,
including  Catholic,  Methodist,  Episcopalian,
Presbyterian,  Baptist,  Mormon,  Christian
Scientist,  etc.  In  a  few  exceptional  cases,  the
individuals  claim  to  have  rejected  religious
dogma as preposterous while still in the crib. 

Exposure  to  other  points  of  view  while  in
college  was  the  tipping  point  for  many  that
caused them to reject their previous beliefs and
become  non-believers  on  their  route  to
Humanism.

More  than  one  of  our  members  confessed
that they were “saved” at a tender age, but that it
quickly “wore off.” Another claimed that the big
change for him came “when I grew a brain.” 

Most  agreed that  the  revelations  of  science
that  conflict  with  biblical  accounts  were  the
primary  motivation.  Though  the  Pope  has
attempted to do so, it  is probably impossible to
really  reconcile  Darwin's  revelations  and
evolution with the history portrayed in the Bible.

The “openness” to all people with all points
of view was cited as a powerful attraction of the
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Unitarian Church, but it was also observed that
many miss the sense of orthodoxy and authority. 

The Unitarian church has  been the route to
Humanism  for  the  majority  of  folks  in  our
group, but they see the humor in the observation
that “Unitarians go knocking on people’s doors
for no particular reason.”

The  younger  generation  appears  to  be  less
groupish  and  less  likely  to  join  a  religious  or
philosophical  movement.  The  fastest  growing
religious  affiliation  consists  of  the  “Nones.”
That will mean a big change in the number who
find  comfort  in  being  part  of  an  extended
“church family.”

Report on Speaker Meeting – Vicki 
DeVigne – Want to Make A Difference? 
Tutor a Child!
by Allen Robnett

Twenty Humanists were held in awe as Vicki
DeVigne  gave  a  passionate  description  of  the
work  to  which  she  is  so  obviously  devoted.
Since  2015,  Vicki  has  been  the  director  of  the
OASIS Intergenerational Tutoring Program. 

She emphasized that she works with a lot of
very happy people. She recruits volunteers to be
trained  (after  a  background  check)  to  tutor
youngsters who need help. They train about 100
a year to work in some 60 schools, tutoring some
600 students annually The volunteers each put in
one hour, one day a week, tutoring one student at
a time.

Vicki stressed the effectiveness of having the
elementary students keep a journal. Besides the
expected  growth  in  vocabulary,  attitudes  and
reading  proficiency  are  noticeably  improved.
Journaling helps make good writers. 

She emphasized that the school must be able
to provide safe space for the tutoring process.

In  describing  the  spectrum of  tutors,  Vicki
said  that  their  youngest  tutor  is  27  and  their
oldest is 93, and very few are male. Some have
been in the program for more than 20 years. In
interviewing prospective recruits, Vicki says that
her  favorite  question  is  not  “What  is  your
highest  degree?”  but  “What  makes  you  real?”
OASIS funds the training in Albuquerque.

Training  is  done  at  the  OASIS  center  at
Carlisle and Menaul and fills a full eight-hour day.
The next training session will occur on January 9,
2020,  followed  by  more  sessions  in  August,
September and October.

RoadRunner Food Bank Donations

Every year, HSNM makes an group donation
to the RoadRunner Food bank. If you want to
participate, please bring a check to one of the
meetings,  or  to  the  Holiday  potluck  party.
(Make check out to the food bank, with HSNM
on the memo line.) 
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