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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

One  might  assume  that  climate
change would not be a political football,
but  one  would  be  wrong.  The US has
been far more reluctant than has Europe
to  acknowledge  the  fact  that  current
changes  in  climate  dimensions  are
occurring at far more rapid rate than has
been the case historically.

There  appear  to  be  two  principal
reasons for this. First, if the threat were
to  be  accepted  then  strong  and
immediate government action would be
called for. Those in favor of laissez-faire
and  severely  limiting  the  role  of
government  in  public  affairs  are
generally  much  more  vocal  than  are
people on the other side of the fence.

Secondly, the American way of life
requires  continual  and  unhindered
economic  expansion.  Nothing  takes
precedence over chasing the all-mighty
dollar.  This  is  not  a  recipe for  dealing
effectively  with  global  warming  and
climate  change.  Other  than  Bernie
Sanders,  American  politicians  have  to
tread lightly to get elected and remain in
office. Their political stances frequently
lag far behind public sentiment.

Are we doomed to go the way of the
dinosaurs? Let's hope not.

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday,  November 9

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, November 16

HSNM Topical Meeting: 10:00am –  Noon
 Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

How and Why I Became a Humanist

Saturday,  November 23

HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10:30am – 12:30pm  
 Botts Hall, Special Collections Library

423 Central Ave NE

Want to Make a Difference? Tutor a Child!
Vicki DeVigne

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)
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Next Speaker Meeting:  Vicki 
DeVigne – “Want to Make A 
Difference? Tutor a Child!”

Our  November  speaker  is  Oasis
Intergenerational  Tutoring  Program
Director Vicki DeVigne. Vicki will walk
us  through  the  program's  history,  mis-
sion and funding.  She will  discuss  the
established  programs  in  Albuquerque,
Belen, Bernalillo & Rio Rancho School
Districts  as  well  as  Volunteer  Recruit-
ment and Requirements.

Speaker Bio

Vicki  DeVigne  joined  Oasis  as  the
full time program director in July 2015.
During that time, the program has grown
from  125  volunteers  in  29  elementary
schools to 350 volunteers in 65 schools.
Oasis  has  teamed  with  Albuquerque
Public Schools since 1991, and in 2013
Rio  Rancho  Public  Schools  requested
the community outreach program. Vicki
worked to include the Bernalillo Public
School  district  in  2016,  and  this  fall
2019, Vicki has recruited volunteers to
begin  piloting  the  program  in  Belen
Consolidated  Schools.  Annually,  Vicki
and her team of retired educators train
approximately  100  new  volunteers  for
placement  in  elementary  schools  to
mentor  identified  K-4  students  for  a
school calendar year.

Funding  for  the  Oasis  Intergenera-
tional  Tutoring  Program  is  generated
through  the  Oasis  Lifelong  Learning
classes, individual, corporate, and foun-
dation donations, plus grants.

Vicki encourages volunteers to think
of  themselves  as  reading  mentors  –
spending time reading, talking and writ-
ing  with students  to  share  their  joy  in
reading.  Vicki is  proud that  during the
2018/2019 school  year,  350 volunteers
mentored 575 elementary students. The
goal for 2019/2020 is to coordinate 400
volunteers  and 600 K-4 students in  66
schools.
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $25  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$25/year ($40 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



Minutes of Board Meeting – October 12
Prepared by: Cynthianne Yabut, Secretary

Attending: Allen Robnett, President
Charlene Baker, Vice President
Richard Grady, Treasurer
Cynthianne Yabut, Secretary
David Stelle, Member-at-Large
Terrence Sloan, Member-at-Large

1. Charlene requested that reimbursement for 
herself and Allen for their expenses for their 
expenses for the Sept. speaker meeting be added to
the agenda. This was stipulated.

2. Richard provided a summary of the current 
HSNM financial situation as follows:

General Fund: 8,137.65
Scholarship Fund:  2,505.00
Total: 10,642.65
Shares Balance: 85.69

There was extensive discussion about the 2020 
financial projection, which showed that HSNM 
income from dues and donations were currently 
just shy of covering basic expenses. The projection
did not include the Meetup.com fee- Randy will 
provide verification of what he has been paying. 
There was a brief discussion about whether the 
Meetup group was providing value for the money, 
which became moot when it developed that three 
of the attendees at the informal meeting had 
discovered HSNM on Meetup.

3. Formal vote on raising dues for 2020 was 
taken. Board unanimously agreed to raising the 
dues to $25/year for single memberships or 
$40/year for family memberships. The general 
membership attending the board meeting also 
agreed on the dues increase. There was one 
objection that this would discourage people who 
could not afford the $20. There was a discussion of
perhaps having a sliding scale donation instead. 
The membership fee is only a mechanism for 
determining who is a dues-paying member for the 
purposes of voting for the board, since HSNM 
does not restrict attendance at meetings, nor check 
whether anyone attending is a member. Since a 
majority of the membership had endorsed the 
increase either at meetings or via e-mail, Secretary
will revise the 2020 membership/ renewal form 
and David and Richard change the PayPal link.

4. New Business: Request for $500 
reimbursement to Allen and Charlene. Agreed to 
by the board, and the treasurer gave them a check.

Report on Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

We set a record with 21 in attendance. Fourth
quarter  Board  Meeting  was  held.  (See  previous
section for minutes)

Of course, Trump came up; a Fox News poll
found that  a  majority  of  Americans  want  to  see
him impeached. It was argued that the best thing to
do about Trump is to ignore him. Given his capac-
ity to muck things up, that may be easier said than
done.  Some  politicians  are  very  good  at  taking
advantage of the Internet (and tweets) This would
seem to apply in spades to Trump.

Greta Thunberg of Sweden may be young at
16, but she is not a child.  The old folks will  be
dead  and  long  gone  when  the  coming  climate
change  peaks.  Her  generation  is  right  to  be  ex-
tremely concerned; in the worst case, it could lead
to extinction  of  the  species.  Development of  re-
newable energy sources that are less polluting than
fossil fuels is essential. Europe is far ahead of the
US in this regard.

CoCoRaHS  (Community  Collaboration  Rain
Hail Snow) officially began on June 17, 1998, with
a  few  observers  along  Colorado's  Front  Range.
The  network  now  has  over  20,000  active
observers. It is a  grassroots volunteer network of
backyard weather observers of all ages and back-
grounds  working  together  to  measure  and  map
precipitation. Anyone interested can join–for more
information, see https://www.cocorahs.org/

Rise and Resist is a direct action group com-
mitted to opposing, disrupting, and defeating any
government act that threatens democracy, equality,
and our civil liberties. Its home is New York but its
influence is spreading.

It was asked, “What is causing the divisiveness
in our society?” My own opinion is that it is sim-
ply a reflection of the broad spectrum of human
nature. At one end of the spectrum is super-nation-
alism;  at  the  other  end  is  a  strong  pull  toward
inter-nationalism. It is very rare for an individual
to migrate from one of these positions to the other.
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Report on Topical Discussion Meeting
by Allen Robnett

 The  topic  was  “Artificial  Intelligence:  Its
effect  on  culture.”  The  very  first  comment  cen-
tered on the fact that the word “culture” has many
different  meanings,  any  one  of  which  could  be
appropriate for the topic and for discussion.

It was observed that AI is inevitable; it can not
be prevented, but we need to set boundaries. Many
jobs will disappear as AI takes over, but it remains
to be seen as to whether or not the total number of
available jobs will  shrink. The US may lead the
world  in  the  number  of  AI-controlled  process
already established, but not in the rate of growth.
Singapore and South Korea lead in the number of
industrial robots per 10,000 employees; the US is
ranked 8th.

AI has made deep incursions in the realm of
occupations, but not in teaching, where empathy
and understanding from the students point of view
is essential. And this raises the question, what is
required  for  cognition?  It  was  observed that  4E
cognition is a relatively new and growing field of
interdisciplinary research. 4E cognition is:

* Embodied: Cognition cannot be fully described
in terms of abstract mental processes (i.e.,  in
terms  of  representations).  Rather,  it  must
involve  the  entire  body of  the  living  system
(brain and body).

* Embedded: Cognition is not an isolated event
separated  from  the  agent’s  ecological  niche.
Instead, it displays lEnactiveayers of co-deter-
mination  with  physical,  social,  and  cultural
aspects of the world.

* Extended:  Cognition  is  often  offloaded  into
biological beings and non-biological devices to
serve  a  variety  of  functions  that  would  be
impossible (or too difficult) to be achieved by
only  relying  on  the  agent’s  own  mental
processes.

* Enactive: Cognition is conceived of as the set
of meaningful relationships determined by an
adaptive two-way exchange between the bio-
logical  and  phenomenological  complexity  of
living  creatures  and  the  environments  they
inhabit and actively shape.

Feelings and emotions are central to cognition,
and it was observed that the grieving that results
from terminal illness or loss of a loved one is not
controllable.

Climate Change threatens  a global  crisis  and
an important contributor to change is the way pop-
ulations produce energy. Europe is far ahead of the
US in the development of renewable energy. The
change in climate can be seen in the data gener-
ated by the  Community Collaboration Rain Hail
Snow  group (https://www.cocorahs.org/). 

The  Swedish  teenager,  Greta  Thunberg,  is
continuing  her  campaign  against  fossil  fuel  in
Canada's  oil  heartland.  Polarization in  the US is
intense: activists warning of dire consequences, vs
deniers  claiming  that  it  is  a  hoax,  probably
perpetrated by China.

Report on Speaker Meeting – Mark 
Boslough, Jordan Wostbrok, Spencer Staley
– “Talking About Climate Change is Every-
one's Responsibility”
by Allen Robnett

There  were  24  in  the  audience  at  the  get-
together with Mark Boslough and two of his very
impressive  grad  students,  Jordan  and  Spencer.
They emphasized that  all  of those who are con-
cerned need to talk about the climate problem at
every  opportunity.  They  mentioned  the  genera-
tional  differences  in  the  extent  of  concern,  with
younger folks seeing this as a threat to their future.

They stressed that, in talking with those not 
well-versed in scientific matters, one should not 
start with the supporting facts. Rather, one should 
start with the concluding main point, then discuss 
the supporting facts. 

They cited the following resources for 
discussions:

* “Chasing Ice” and “Chasing Coral,” both PBS 
documentaries on the impacts of climate 
change

* Katherine Hayhoe, who is an evangelical 
christian advocate for climate awareness

* https://skepticalscience.com/

Hopefully our group will do their part in raising 
awareness of the hazards associated with climate 
change.
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