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The  Yale  Program  on  Climate  Change
Communications recently showed that only one in
five  Americans  hear  friends,  family  members,  or
neighbors talk about climate once a month. Only
about half of Americans hear someone talk about
climate more than once a year. About a quarter of
Americans  say  they  *never*  hear  anyone  talk
about it.

The  Yale  study  reveals  one  of  the  major
successes  of  the  fossil-fueled  denial  industry:
Convince  people  that  it's  a  political  act  to  talk
about  science,  so  they  will  then  avoid
conversations.  Even  some  scientists  who  are
subject  matter  experts  avoid  talking about  it  for
fear of committing a social faux pas or getting into
a pointless argument.

Climate communicators now recognize that the
most effective ways to educate people are to talk
to people you know, connect on values, and talk
about  how  climate  change  is  affecting—or  will
affect them—at a local level. You don't have to be
a scientist to do that. It is everybody's job to talk
about climate change, and it's  a bad idea to let
scientists (who are not always socially skillful) do all
the heavy lifting.

Please join us for a panel discussion on how the
scientific  community  can  help  nonscientists
overcome  their  resistance  to  talk  about  climate
with family, friends, and neighbors.

Mark Boslough is an adjunct professor at 
UNM who teaches a course called “Climate 
Literacy Toolkit” to form collaborations with 
graduate students in climate-related fields to 
develop tools to more effectively communicate 
the science of climate change to family, friends, 
neighbors, and strangers in in a nonpolitical 
way.

Jordan Wostbrock is a PhD student in UNM’s 
Earth and Planetary Sciences department and 
Center for Stable Isotopes. Among other research, 
she has developed a geochemical thermometer for 
hydrothermal systems like hot springs, using 
oxygen isotopes. She is now applying similar 
methods to learn how ocean temperatures have 
changed in the past.

Spencer Staley is a PhD student in UNM’s 
Earth and Planetary Sciences department. He 
specializes in decoding the geologic evidence of
past climate change. He is currently analyzing 
data from a sediment core from Stoneman Lake, 
Arizona, that contains a record of 1.5 million 
years of change in the southwestern US. 
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