
     THE
HUMANIST SOCIETY

OF NEW MEXICO
NEWSLETTER

October 2019 A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

hs-nm.org president@humanistsocietyofnm.org www.meetup.com/group-HSNM/

President's Message
by Allen Robnett

Do narcissists tend to welcome other
narcissists  into  the  fold?  Probably  not.
Ask the narcissist-in-Chief. 

Next Speaker Meeting:  Mark 
Boslough, Jordan Wostbrock, 
Spencer Staley – Talking About 
Climate Change is Everyone's 
Responsibility

 The  Yale  Program  on  Climate
Change  Communications  recently
showed that only one in five Americans
hear  friends,  family  members,  or
neighbors  talk  about  climate  once  a
month.  Only  about  half  of  Americans
hear  someone  talk  about  climate  more
than  once  a  year.  About  a  quarter  of
Americans  say  they  *never*  hear
anyone talk about it.

The  Yale  study  reveals  one  of  the
major  successes  of  the  fossil-fueled
denial industry: Convince people that it's
a political  act  to talk about science, so
they will then avoid conversations. Even
some scientists  who are  subject  matter
experts avoid talking about it for fear of
committing a social faux pas or getting
into a pointless argument.

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday,  October 12

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, October 19

HSNM Topical Meeting: 10:00am – Noon
 Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Artificial Intelligence: Its Effects on Culture

Saturday,  October 26

HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10:00am – Noon
 Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Talking About Climate Change is Everyone's Responsibility

Panel Discussion by 
Mark Boslough, Jordan Wostbrok, Spencer Staley

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


Climate  communicators  now
recognize that the most effective ways to
educate people are to talk to people you
know, connect on values, and talk about
how climate change is affecting—or will
affect them—at a local level. You don't
have to be a scientist to do that.  

Please join us for a panel discussion
on  how  the  scientific  community  can
help  non-scientists  overcome  their
resistance  to  talk  about  climate  with
family, friends, and neighbors.

Report on Topical Discussion 
Meeting 
by Allen Robnett

Several  of  our  “regulars”  were
absent, but there were 13 participants at
our meeting devoted to the special topic,
“Culture.”  We  began  by  exploring  the
very broad spectrum of the meaning of
the  word  “culture.”  A simple  way  of
classifying  the  meanings  (according  to
Google) is:

1. The arts and other manifestations of 
human intellectual achievement 
regarded collectively;

2. The customs, arts, social institutions,
and achievements of a particular 
nation, people, or other social group.

Culture is  a strong part  of  people's
lives.  It  influences  their  views,  their
values,  their  humor,  their  hopes,  their
loyalties, and their worries and fears. So
when you are working with people and
building  relationships  with  them,  it
helps  to  have  some  perspective  and
understanding of their cultures.

The  special  topic  selected  for
October  is  “Artificial  Intelligence:  its
effect on culture.”
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$20/year ($30 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 


