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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

The legal  and tax  status  of  HSNM
prevents  the  organization  from
campaigning  politically,  but  that  does
not  apply  to  us  individually.  And  the
organization is certainly free to publicize
its philosophical beliefs.

A central factor in our beliefs is that
it is up to humans to use their reason to
create a society that brings hope to all.
Does that describe the situation today?
The  situation  is  so  bad  that  many
commentators  question  whether  our
democracy can survive.

Not  too  long  ago,  AHA executive
director Roy Speckhardt urged humanist
to come out of the closet and let  their
little light shine. We are just entering the
season  when  this  exhortation  will  be
most important.

Do you have a plan for that?

Next Speaker Meeting:  Linda K. 
Wilson speaking on Immigration 
Issues in the Current Climate

Our esteemed speaker would like to
start us off with a brief introduction to
immigration  law,  talk  about  what  the
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NM  Immigrant  Law  Center  does,  and
then  talk  about  asylum  law  under  the
current administration.

Speaker Bio

Linda K. Wilson is a Staff Attorney
at  the  New  Mexico  Immigrant  Law
Center,  a  non-profit  organization
empowering  low-income  immigrant
communities through collaborative legal
services,  advocacy,  and education.  Her
area  of  focus  is  supporting  immigrant
victim-survivors and vulnerable youth in
humanitarian  forms  of  immigration
relief,  including  U-visas,  VAWA  self-
petitions,  T-Visas,  and  Special
Immigrant Juvenile Status.

Ms. Wilson attended the University
of New Mexico School of Law (2014),
and  received  the  Thomas  West  Group
Award for Domestic Relations Law. She
was admitted  to  the  State  Bar  of  New
Mexico in 2014. Ms. Wilson has served
the immigrant community since 2003, as
a  bilingual  dual-language educator  and
instructional  coach  prior  to  attending
law  school,  then  as  a  family  law
attorney  for  immigrant  victims  of
domestic  violence,  and  now  as  an
immigration attorney.

Report on the July Informal 
Meeting
by Allen Robnett

Our  gathering  at  the  Free  Range
Event Center was our “What's on your
mind”  meeting.  The  most  memorable
part of the meeting was the revelation of
why  the  Dalai  Lama  frequently  visits
Las Vegas. Are you ready for this?—He
likes Tibet.

The  topic  that  garnered  the  most
serious  discussion  was  that  of
reparations  for  slavery,  prompted  by a
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Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice. Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature and  holds that  values -  be they religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have  their  source in  human experience  and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



recent article in the AHA news. Should there be
reparations? And If so, what form?—certainly not
a dole. We decided to continue the discussion at
our selected topic meeting for August with the title
“Reparations—A good idea?”

Immigration  became  the  center  of  several
discussions. Is Trump getting a black eye over his
wire cage policies? We have several members who
are volunteering to help the immigrants who reach
Albuquerque  from  the  border.  Members  have
attended  the  candle  lighting  protests  against  the
treatment of immigrant children.

Other topics brought up include the difficulty
Great  Britain  is  having both with  its  Brexit  and
with finding someone who can pass muster to be
ambassador to the US. There was praise for the 4th
of  July  concert  in  the  park.  The  amazing
accomplishments of code breakers was mentioned.
The comment  was made that  religious  folks  are
doing their best to run the country into the ground.

Report on the film “Mother – Caring for 
Seven Billion”
by Allen Robnett

The gathering at the Free Range Event Center
included a large group of folks from  Population
Connection. The film, “Mother - Caring for Seven
Billion,” stresses the fact that Earth's population is
already more than can be supported and grows by
220,000 every day. It  paints  a very grim picture
and  does  not  offer  any  solution,  though  it  does
point out that the problem is greatly exacerbated
by the position taken by religions.

A point  not  mentioned  is  that  as  any  group
becomes  more  affluent  it  tends  to  increase  its
consumption  of  animal  products,  thereby
increasing the demand for resources by a factor of
more than ten, with comparable increases in waste.
The  effect  on  methane  and  climate  change  is
enormous.

Report on July Speaker Meeting: Allen 
Robnett on Astronomy: A Humanist 
Perspective

There  was  a  good  crowd  (33)  at  the  July
HSNM speaker meeting. The subject was the final
unit of “Astronomy: A Humanist Perspective.” It
dealt with the things we know about stars and how
we know them. After treating galaxies for a few
minutes, we plowed into the elements that make
up galaxies, stars. In brief, we know:

Direction: angles  of  latitude  and  longitude,
measured to within several thousandths of an arc-
second;

Distance: measured by triangulation, standard
candle or red shift, depending on how far away the
star is;

Composition: determined  by bright  and dark
lines in the spectrum analysis;

Temperature: determined peak power in the by
spectrum analysis;

Mass: determined  by  orbital  dynamics,
measuring the way stars of the same class affect
objects orbiting around them;

Absolute  Magnitude: calculated  by adjusting
total light received for the known distance of the
star;

Area: Light output per unit area is known from
temperature.  Area  is  obtained  by  dividing  total
light output by output per unit area;

Age: Estimated by comparing light output with
the expected output for stars of that class.

Expected life: calculated from the volume and
burn rate.

The discussion session afterwards touched on
dark matter, black holes, other possible life-forms,
and many other topics.

It was pointed out that, in addition to the nine
aspects listed above, we can also determine a star's
rotation  rate  spectrographically  because  of  the
redshift that will occur in light from the receding
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side of the star and the blueshift  that will  occur
from the advancing side. These factors will result
in  spectral  lines  being  finely  divided,  which  is
detectable with a high powered spectrometer.

It also occurred to me later that we can detect
large  satellites  of  stars  by  the  small  changes  in
received light when the satellite comes between us
and the star.

Atheists Cheer Resolution to Combat 
International Blasphemy Laws

AHA Press Release, July 24, 2019

Leaders at the American Humanist Association
(AHA)  celebrated  the  re-introduction  of  H.Res.
512,  developed to  combat  international  religious
discrimination.  The  AHA’s  legislative  advocacy
team  was  proud  to  work  with  Representatives
Raskin  (D-MD)  and  Meadows  (R-NC)  to
introduce  the  resolution,  which  encourages  the
President  and  the  State  Department  to  protect
international religious freedom by advocating for
the repeal of blasphemy laws around the world.

“Blasphemy  laws  are  meant  to  terrorize
religious  and  secular  minorities  in  their  home
countries,”  explained  American  Humanist
Association Executive Director,  Roy Speckhardt.
“This  resolution  asks  our  government  to  help
protect  religious  and  nonreligious  minorities
around the globe from pain and suffering inflicted
at  the  hands  of  the  state,  purely  for  sectarian
purposes.”

The  bipartisan  resolution  urges  the  President
and the Secretary of State to “designate countries
that enforce blasphemy, heresy,  or apostasy laws
as  ‘countries  of  particular  concern  for  religious
freedom.’” It also calls on United States officials
to oppose any attempts by the United Nations to
support blasphemy laws, citing the freedoms laid
out in the United Nations Declaration of Human
Rights,  freedoms  of  thought,  conscience,  and
religion.

“Despotic,  theocratic  and  authoritarian
governments  across  the  world  have  laws  that
squelch  religious  freedom  and  liberty  of
conscience:  laws  criminalizing  ‘blasphemy,’
‘heresy,’ ‘apostasy,’ ‘witchcraft,’ ‘sorcery,’ and all
kinds of other imaginary religious offenses which
were  wiped  from  the  books  of  American  law
centuries  ago,”  said  Rep.  Raskin.  “There  are
people  rotting  in  prison today in  China,  Russia,
Iran, and dozens of other countries which use the
law to oppress and harass people because of their
religious faith and their religious worship.”

At  least  70  countries  have  these  persecutory
laws on the books, as of 2018. Blasphemy laws are
often  used  to  target  secular  and  religious
minorities  of  many  faith  backgrounds,  including
Christians, Hindus, atheists, and Muslims, among
others.  The  type  of  legislation  this  resolution
opposes  was  used  in  Russia  to  ban  Jehovah’s
Witnesses  as  an  extremist  organization,  and  in
China to arbitrarily detain an estimated 800,000 to
2  million  Uighur  Muslims  in  internment  camps
because  they  followed  Islamic  rituals  and
practices.

Rep.  Meadows  said,  “As  a  Christian,  I
fundamentally believe that all people are created
in the image of God. We must protect all people—
religious  and  non-religious  alike—and  their
freedom  of  conscience.  This  resolution  is  an
important  step  to  tell  oppressive  regimes  across
the globe that their use of arbitrary apostasy laws
to imprison, torture, and kill religious minorities is
unacceptable and must come to an end. I thank my
colleague,  Representative  Raskin,  for  his
bipartisan work on this issue.”

The  American  Humanist  Association  will
continue our work to protect the rights of people
of minority faiths and no religious faith wherever
those people are found.
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