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President's Message

by Allen Robnett

Modern  surgery  is  amazing,  but
debilitating.  I  am  finally  able  to  get
around  the  house  pretty  well,  after
May  31  surgery  for  an  abdominal
aortic  aneurysm.  The  incision  is  8
inches long!

The  surgeon  took  out  some  parts,
moved  some  parts  around,  sewed  in
some other parts, and stapled me back
together.

In response to several requests, the
topic for the speaker's meeting on July
27 will be the final portion of my talk
on  “Astronomy:  a  Humanist's
Perspective.” The final unit  is,  “What
do we know and how do we know it?”
There are no fewer than nine variables
which  mankind  has  been  able  to
untangle, most of them within the last
century.

I hope to see you there.

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday, July 13

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am to Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, July 20

HSNM Film Presentation: 10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Mother - Caring for Seven Billion 

Saturday,  July 27

HSNM Speaker Meeting: 10:30am – 12:30pm
Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave. NE

Astronomy: a Humanist's  Perspective—Nine Things We 
Have Learned About The Stars And How We Learned Them

Allen Robnett, President, HSNM

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)

mailto:president@humanistsocietyofnm.org


July Film Presentation

On July  20th,  HSNM  will  have  a
presentation  of  the  film  “Mother  —
Caring  for  Seven  Billion”  instead  of
our usual topical discussion meeting.

IMDB, an on-line movie database,.
describes  it  as  “Mother,  the  film,
breaks a 40-year taboo by bringing to
light  an  issue  that  silently  fuels  our
largest  environmental,  humanitarian
and  social  crises—population  growth.
Since  the  1960s  the  world  population
has nearly doubled,  adding more than
3  billion  people.  At  the  same  time,
talking  about  population  has  become
politically  incorrect  because  of  the
sensitivity  of  the  issues  surrounding
the topic—religion, economics, family
planning  and  gender  inequality.  The
film  illustrates  both  the  over-
consumption  and the  inequity  side  of
the  population  issue  by  following
Beth,  a  mother,  a  child-rights  activist
and the last sibling of a large American
family of twelve, as she discovers the
thorny complexities  of  the  population
dilemma  and  highlights  a  different
path to solve it.”

July Speaker Meeting

It  was  one  year  ago  that  Allen
Robnett  regaled  us  with  a  whirlwind
tour  of  our  planet,  solar  system  and
then the universe with his “Astronomy:
A Humanist Perspective” presentation.
Unfortunately,  he  only  was  only
getting to the good part when time ran
out.   Please  join  us  this  month  when
Allen  returns  to  finish  this  amazing
presentation.
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The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be  obtained by
nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$20/year ($30 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice. Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature and  holds that  values -  be they religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have  their  source in  human experience  and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



July Speaker Bio

In  addition  to  teaching  Astronomy  and
Physics for many years,  Allen presented public
lectures on many occasions as a member of the
Cumberland  Astronomical  Society.  To  house  a
12-inch diameter Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope,
Allen  built  an  observatory  on  the  roof  of  the
school where he taught, in which he spent many
evenings,  learning  about  the  heavens.  He  is
constantly  keeping  up  with  the  latest
astronomical  developments,  which  come  at  an
ever-increasing rate.

June Informal Meeting

The  informal  meeting  on  June  8  was,  as
always,  a  wide-ranging discussion,  in  this  case
it  touched   on  war  and  revolution,  and  how
women’s rights are impacted by armed conflict.

June Topical Meeting

The topic for the June 15 meeting was “Choices
in Life  and Death Decisions.”   All  participants
agreed that  opinions  and decisions  made about
both  end-of-life  situations  and  abortion  are
culturally-driven,  and there  probably  can  never
be any universally-agreed principles.

Report on HSNM June Speaker Meeting:
Hannah Evans  on  "Population  Dynamics
and Human Rights"

by Zelda Gatuskin

Hannah Evans spoke on behalf of Population
Connection,  an  organization  that  advocates  for
family  planning  worldwide,  as  a  basic  human
right  and  as  an  environmental  necessity.
Founded in 1968 as  Zero Population Growth or
ZPG,  the  group  offers  a  refreshingly
interdisciplinary  approach  to  population
stabilization,  connecting  the  dots  between
soaring  world  population  and  climate  change,

access  to  birth  control,  women's  rights,  and
economic justice.

Hannah's  talk  and  power  point  slides
illustrated  the  history  and  impact  of  rapid
population  growth  since  the  Industrial
Revolution,  and  provided  projections  for  the
future under different growth scenarios. Among
the  facts  and  figures,  charts  and  graphs,  were
stories of girls and women in poor nations being
sold  into  marriage  because  climate  change  has
brought  impoverishing  droughts  or  flooding  to
their  homelands.  As  the  young  women—some
barely teenagers—endure the personal tragedy of
loss of control over their futures and their own
bodies,  so their  countries also lose out.  Instead
of adding young women to the pool of educated
workers  who  can  participate  in  their  economy
and  culture,  these  nations  are  faced  with  a
rapidly  growing  population  and  increasing
poverty,  depletion  of  resources  and
environmental degradation.

Fortunately  many of  these  nations  --  which
are mainly in Africa, Asia and South America --
have  come  to  understand  the  intersection  of
medical care, economics and birth spacing. They
have begun to integrate family planning services
into their health care and financial aid programs.
Sadly,  our  own  country—which  provides  the
largest  share  of  all  international  health  aid—
continues to play games with our distribution of
aid  via  the  Global  Gag  Rule.  (The  more  you
learn  about  this  rule,  the  more  you  really  will
feel  like  gagging.)  It  was  enacted by President
Reagan,  then  repealed  by  every  Democratic
president  since,  and  then  reinstated  by  every
Republican  president.  It  has  been  vastly
expanded  by  Trump,  so  that  the  very  nations
who have taken the most  enlightened approach
to integrating family planning into their overall
health  care  systems  are  at  the  greatest  risk  of
losing U.S. aid.
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Access to health care, here or in any country,
should not be at the mercy of political tides. And
in our country,  politics  is  not supposed to take
sides  in  religious  matters.  So,  what's  with  this
far-right  agenda  to  prohibit  abortion  on
ostensibly religious grounds? There is abundant
evidence  that  limiting  access  to  sex  education,
family planning services, birth control, and safe
legal  abortion actually  increases  the number of
abortions performed and the severity of related
medical problems. Therefore, we can only view
the  anti-abortion  movement  as  an  effort  to
uphold religion-based patriarchy, and to deprive
women  of  personal  autonomy  and  social
equality. How refreshing to hear Hannah declare
this  flat  out.  And how encouraging  to  learn  of
the  Fight4Her project.  HER  stands  for  Health
Empowerment  & Rights.  The Global  HER Act
would repeal the Global Gag Rule once and for
all.

Population  Connection is  entirely  member-
supported.  Annual  dues  are  $25.  Visit  their
website  at  popconnect.org to  learn more  about
the Fight4Her campaign and other programs.

Our group discussion and Q&A with Hannah
in  the  second  half  of  the  meeting  was  wide-
ranging.  Here  are  a  few  points  to  ponder:  
Birth  control  is  always  treated  as  a  women's
issue;  how  can  men  be  more  involved?
Our U.S. economic system, dependent on growth
and  consumption,  needs  to  change;  so  what  if
our  national  birth  rate  is  down,  when  we  are
consuming  the  largest  share  of  all  the  world's
resources?

Abortion is a medical procedure; we have the
right  to  privacy  in  our  health  care;  men  and
women  are  supposed  to  have  equal  access  to
health care, why don't we?

We have the  right  to  follow the  religion  of
our choice or no religion at all; the anti-abortion
beliefs of one sect should not dictate the law for
everyone.

Birth  rates  are  not  the  only  reason  for
overpopulation,  people  are  living  longer  too.
What  is  the  global  population  tipping  point?
How  do  we  cut  through  the  denial  and
skepticism about climate change? 

HSNM Potluck 

The  HSNM end-of-month  potluck was  held
June 29 at Allen & Charlene’s house. The food
was  excellent  (three  different  kinds  of  fruit
salad!), and a good time was had by all. Serious
eating  and  conversation  was  followed  by  a
rousing  game of  “Code Names.”  The members
who attend  these  bashes  are  a  generally  good-
natured  convivial  group.  If  you  have  been
considering attending, please join us!

HSNM on Meetup

HSNM  has  a  page  on  Meetup,  where  our
meetings  and  events  are  listed.  You  can  learn
what  is  coming  up,  sign  up  to  attend,  ask
questions  and make comments.  Joining Meetup
is free and there is no obligation at all. You will
not  get  on  any  mailing  lists!  If  you  have  not
already joined, go to:

https://www.meetup.com/group-HSNM/
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