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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

Do  you  remember  anything  about
the  remarkable  camaraderie  of  the
champion  jouster  for  the  conservative
point of view and the champion jouster
for the liberal perspective in the political
arena in the second half of the twentieth
century?  The  durable  friendship  of
William F.  Buckley  and  John  Kenneth
Galbraith was amazing in its own time,
but is nothing short of incredible when
compared  to  the  chasm  between
progressives  and  conservatives  in
today’s climate.

You  probably  share  the  extreme
discomfort that most of us experience in
family  splits  resulting  from  the  deep
political  divide.  The  animosity  is
certainly  at  a  much  higher  level  now
than it was a half century ago, but is it
unprecedented?  Jefferson  and  Adams
were  able  to  become  friends,  but  not
until  after  they  had  both  retired  from
political  life.  Arch-conservative
Hamilton  retired  early  at  the  hand  of
liberally  inclined  Burr.  Many  thought
John Wilkes Booth should be revered as
a  hero.  Is  there  an  identifiable
fundamental difference in values that is
at  least  partly  involved  in  all  of  these
cases?

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday, June 

HSNM Informal Meeting:  10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, June 15

HSNM Topical Discussion: 10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Choices in Life and Death Decisions

Saturday,  June 22

HSNM Speaker Meeting 10:30am – 12:30pm
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library, 423 Central Ave. NE

Population Dynamics and Human Rights
presented by Hannah Evans

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics
 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)
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A personal opinion: in all questions
in  which  the  need  to  protect  personal
freedoms  comes  into  conflict  with  the
desire  to  build  a  caring  society,  there
will  be  a  sharp  division  between  the
conservative and the liberal. The chasm
between basic value systems is so vast
that  words  have  totally  different
meanings  between the  two viewpoints,
making  rational  conversation  a  severe
challenge.  In  an  extreme  case,  the
libertarian  credo  is  that  all  taxation  is
illegal theft.

The battle ground is shaping up for
the 2020 elections. The central issue is
whether  steps  that  can  be  labeled
“socialistic”  are  good  or  bad  for  the
country.  As  humanists,  we  intend  to
make a difference. Are you ready?

June Speaker Meeting

This  presentation  will  explore  the
connections between population growth,
access to comprehensive healthcare, and
environmental  sustainability.  Through
an  examination  of  some  of  the  root
causes  of  population  growth,  the  talk
will highlight the links between poverty,
marginalization,  women’s  rights,  and
environmental pressures made worse by
climate change. Hannah will argue that
global  sustainable  development  is
predicated on the institutionalization of
reproductive  autonomy  and  increased
access  to  family  planning  worldwide.
She  will  emphasize  that  the  effects  of
U.S.  policies  such  as  the  newly
expanded  Global  Gag  Rule  have
unnecessarily  stifled  progress  and
threatened  the  lives  of  millions  of
women. 

June Speaker Bio

Hannah  works  as  a  Population,
Health,  and  Environment  Specialist  at
Population  Connection,  America’s
largest  organization  dedicated  to
population education and advocacy. She
works  with  college-level  students  and
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be  obtained by
nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$20/year ($30 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice. Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature and  holds that  values -  be they religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have  their  source in  human experience  and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



professors to integrate population studies into the
mainstream, focusing on human rights and social
justice.  Hannah previously worked as an adjunct
professor of Women’s Studies and taught classes
on gender,  science,  and feminist  theory.  She has
nonprofit  experience as a program developer  for
sustainable agriculture and public health programs
in Honduras and Panama, and has researched on
food  security  issues  throughout  southern
California. 

Hannah  holds  a  BA in  environmental  policy
and  political  science  and  a  Master’s  in  political
ecology from San Diego State University,  where
her research focused on sustainability labeling and
ethical consumption. 

Report on the May Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

At the May 11, 2019 informal meeting at the
Free Range Event Center, several of our members
led off by recounting how poor their own families
had been in their early years. The point was made
that it is quite generally true that we measure our
living  standards  by  comparing  to  that  of  our
neighbors. Several also recalled that they had close
relatives who were quite bigoted in talking about
the general population, yet had close friends across
ethnic  lines  when  it  came  to  individual
relationships.

The  “sanitization”  of  history  got  a  lot  of
attention, especially the current trend of removing
statues of past heroes from public places because
of their flaws from the current prospective. It was
generally  agreed  that  it  was  a  mixed  bag,  with
some aspects being ridiculous while other actions
were long overdue, an example or the latter being
the fact that the confederate flag, a symbol of both
Southern pride and racial bigotry was not removed
from the South Carolina capital building until four
years  ago.  At  the  other  extreme  is  the
condemnation  of  Joe  Biden's  tendency  to  hug
associates. The book Mafia Don was mentioned as
detailing the associations  of Donald Trump with
Mafia  bosses.  Should  the  secrets  of  his  past  be
ignored or excused now?

Mention  of  Trump's  power  grab  led  to  a
discussion of the constitutional crisis involved in
his  effectiveness  in  destroying  the  balance  of

power  between  the  legislative,  executive  and
judicial branches of our government. What to do
about it? We discussed the question of how we can
make  a  difference.  It  was  generally  agreed  that
making a difference is not necessarily restricted to
political activism. Members of our group make a
difference through volunteering,  funding, staying
informed, spreading the word, and simply acting
as  a  support  group  in  the  face  of  very  trying
circumstances.

Report on May Topical Discussion Meeting
by Allen Robnett

The HSNM meeting on May 18 was held at the
Free Range Event Center and was devoted to the
subject of what is the best way to attack the drug
problem. It was observed that the war on drugs is
over  and  that  drugs  won.  The  point  was  made
early on that there are two distinct  levels of the
problem.  Over-prescription  of  opiates  and  pain-
killers  in  general  by  physicians  is  a  very
significant  problem,  but  is  distinct  from  the
problem of gang-related drug pushing, frequently
methamphetamine.  There  is  an  almost  eerie
parallel between the catalytic effect of prohibition
in the 1920's on the emergence of organized crime
and  the  current  destabilization  of  Central  and
South American countries by drug king-pins.

Drug-induced  deaths  in  East  European
countries,  France,  and Italy are  less than 10 per
million annually. The U.S. is way out in front at
185 per million.  The results of decriminalization
of drug use in Portugal is worth noting and is a
mixed bag. The following is  excerpted from the
website SmartDrugPolicy.org

In 2001, the sections of the Portuguese 
penal code regarding drugs were revised to 
incorporate an administrative system of fines
and treatment plans. Since then, lawbreakers
have been ticketed and referred to hearings 
by a three-member panel, including a legal, 
health and social service expert. The panel 
can suspend proceedings for first-time 
offenders, issue fines for repeat offenders 
and force addicts into treatment. Using 
drugs is technically still illegal and it is 
important to stress that selling them remains 
a penal offense.  Since decriminalization 
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took effect, Portugal appears to have 
achieved its stated goal of harm reduction 
for heroin addicts by destigmatizing their 
problem. Heroin addiction and HIV cases 
from dirty needles were on the rise in the 
1990s, presenting a major health concern for
the country. More addicts now seek 
treatment, which has led to a decline in 
reported cases of HIV, hepatitis B and C, as 
well as drug overdoses. Nevertheless, 
consumption of all drugs has risen modestly
—most notably for cocaine and heroin. Such 
policies therefore seem to be effective in 
reducing certain harms to society, namely 
those associated with addiction, but are less 
effective in curtailing consumption.

The debate continues as to the advisability of
legalizing  drugs,  beginning  with  marijuana.
Portugal's  experiment  suggests  that  a  possible
negative result would be an increase in the number
of  users,  but  expected  positive  results  of  state
control  could  include  diversion  of  money  from
crime syndicates to state coffers, ability to provide
rehabilitation  help,  and  safer  drugs  through
standards.

Report on May Speaker Meeting: 
Joran Viers on Albuquerque’s Urban Forest
by Allen Robnett

At  our  May  24  speaker  meeting  we  were
treated to an unexpected eye-opener with regard to
both  Albuquerque's  50,000-tree  forest  and
information about proper tree care for individual
homeowners.  Early in  his  presentation,  the chief
forester for the city of Albuquerque, Joran Viers,
described the bane of SPD, stupid people disease.
He also led  off  with  an accounting  of  the  large
number of unappreciated ways that our trees affect
our  lives.  In  addition  to  the  widely  recognized
benefits  of  “forest  bathing”  for  health  reasons,
there  are  the  effects  on  wildlife  habitat,  storm
water  retention,  climate  control  and  property
value.

Joran  spoke  enthusiastically  about  the  effect
that  Mayor  Tim  Keller  has  had  on  protecting
Albuquerque’s  trees.  Careful  analysis  of  the
statistics of the effect that trees have on the control
of storm water led the city government to transfer

significant funds to the department responsible for
city  forestry.  A major  problem  of  storm  water
diversion  is  its  unpredictability.  The  canopy
increases the ability to store storm water runoff in
the ground by slowing it down.

Climate  change  is  affecting  species
preferences.  The  Siberian  elm,  often  mistakenly
identified as Chinese elm, is one of the few trees
that can thrive in our hot, dry climate. Another is
the mulberry, though it is too dense to permit any
undergrowth.  Oak  trees  are  generally  slow
growing, but burr oak is a fast growing exception.

Much of Joran's presentation, and most of the
question and answer session,  was geared toward
the concerns of homeowners. A brief summary of
the many points he made follows.

1. The smaller the sapling that you start with, the 
better it will grow, soon outpacing a larger one.

2. High pressure water is an effective way to 
loosen a tangled root ball.

3.  Do not fertilize trees. Use organic mulch. Rock
mulch increases water needs by heating the 
canopy.

4. Trees do not require regular pruning. It 
frequently does more harm than good, 
especially as pruned branch size increases.

5. It is unusual for any tree to put down a tap 
root. The nutrient-gathering roots lie within 
three feet of the surface, and extend beyond 
the canopy.

6. Inserting water deep into the ground is a 
mistake. Especially in sandy soils, it simply 
adds to the water table. Deep watering should 
not go deeper than the roots (about three feet).

7. The best screening vegetation for our area is 
arborvitae.

8. Landscape architects tend to be artists with 
little knowledge of horticulture. As a result, 
trees that they include in plans are frequently 
short-lived or not suited to the location.

9. Increasing public awareness of the role played 
by our urban forest is having an impact on 
needed attention and funding.
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Climate Justice: For the People, the Land, 
the Planet
by Jennifer Bardi (TheHumanist.com)

Last  Saturday  the  American  Humanist
Association’s  Center  for  Education  hosted
“Climate Justice: A Better Future for Us All,” the
latest in its open lecture series. Held at the First
Unitarian  Society  of  Minneapolis,  the  event
featured  predominantly  Minnesota  state  and
regional  experts  on  sustainable  agriculture  and
energy, as well as those working in the fields of
health  and  environmental  policy.  The
intersectionality  of  poverty  and  inequality  with
climate change was the overriding theme, as was
the  idea  of  resilience  and  action.  Six  keynote
speakers  and  a  panel  of  inspiring  high  school
climate activists combined to present Minnesota as
a  model  for  climate  policy  and  action  that
prioritizes social justice.

The  first  speaker,  Bailey  Webster,  has  a
background  in  horticulture  science  and
organic/sustainable agriculture,  and she’s worked
on both non-profit and for-profit vegetable farms.
She  is  currently  the  food  hub  director  for  the
Hmong  American  Farmers  Association  (HAFA).
The  Hmong  people  originated  in  China  and
migrated to Southeast Asia to escape conflict and
genocide.  Hmong  refugees  from  Laos  began  to
settle  in  Minnesota  (as  well  as  Wisconsin  and
California) in the 1970s and are a large part of the
vegetable farming sector in the Twin Cities, selling
wholesale  at  farmer’s  markets.  Webster  spoke
about  the challenges Hmong farmers  have faced
along  with  successes  of  the  approximately  400-
member HAFA collective.  One of the takeaways
she  imparted  for  individuals:  go  to  farmer’s
markets  when it’s  raining.  Farmers  have  to  take
home what they don’t sell, and if no one goes to
outdoor markets on rainy days, the farmers come
up very short on sales.

Ben Passer is the director of energy access for
Minnesota-based  Fresh  Energy,  and  he  also
supports  the  company’s  diversity,  equity,  and
inclusion efforts. A lawyer with experience in state
politics, he spoke about a Green New Deal, both
the need for it and the expansive work happening
now in  the  absence  of  one.  He  cited  the  100%

Campaign, described as a “cross-sector, statewide,
multi-racial,  intersectional  campaign  to  build  an
equitable  clean  energy  economy  that  works  for
everyone in Minnesota.” Their slogan: “To change
everything, we need everyone.”

Evoking  the  twin  crises  of  inequality  and
climate change, of “poverty and pollution,” Passer
explained the concept of an individual’s so-called
energy burden. He noted that lower-income people
spend more on energy needs and that the burden is
higher for renters than homeowners. This is in part
because  homeowners  are  positioned  to  invest  in
energy efficiency in their homes, whereas renters
don’t  have  that  power,  and  people  with  less
income just don’t have the capital to do so.

Catherine  Fleming  is  an  IT  professional
involved with a number of environmental groups
and initiatives in the Twin Cities, including light
rail  extension,  the  City  of  Minneapolis’s  Green
Zone  Task  Force,  the  Environmental  Justice
Coordinating Council, and Project Sweetie Pie—a
gardening  program  in  schools  promoting  urban
farming, youth development, and access to healthy
foods  that  started  with  students  growing  sweet
potatoes that were sold to a baker for pies (hence
the  project’s  sweet  name).  Fleming talked about
the food desert that makes a McDonald’s Happy
Meal  more  affordable  than  buying an  orange  in
parts  of  North  Minneapolis.  She  talked
passionately about students’ cathartic embrace of
farming and growing, and noted that crime rates
had dropped among the student  populations  that
were involved in the project.

Mysti Babineau gave the fourth keynote as the
climate  justice  organizer  for  MN350 and  Honor
the  Earth’s  legislative  liaison  to  the  Indigenous
and People of Color Caucus in the Minnesota state
legislature.  Babineau  spoke  extemporaneously
with a mix of heartbreak, gravity, and hope for the
land she is so deeply tied to. “It is in my DNA to
fight for and think about the seven generations to
come,”  she  said,  stressing  that  the  health  of
communities is directly proportional to the health
of the planet. She made stark connections between
the two, pointing out how the fossil fuel industry
contributes  to  sex trafficking when constructions
workers are brought from out of state to work on
oil  pipelines.  Separated  from  family  for  long
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periods  of  time  and  with  money  to  spend,  the
demand for drugs and sex spikes. What happens,
Babineau shared, holding back tears, is that Native
women  go  missing.  Still,  she  said,  “there’s  so
much more good in this world than darkness.” Her
message to kids: “There is nothing you can’t do.”
To  marginalized  communities:  “Your  time  is
coming.”

Timothy  DenHerder-Thomas  is  the  general
manager  of  Cooperative  Energy  Futures,  which
develops community solar gardens to help families
reduce  their  energy bills  by offering  solar  at  no
upfront  cost.  He’s  the  cofounder  of  Grand
Aspirations, supporting teams of youth innovators
working on green solutions in their communities,
and  he’s  active  with  Community  Power,  a
Minnesota coalition that secured the nation’s first
city-utility  Clean  Energy  Partnership  in
Minneapolis. DenHerder-Thomas spoke about the
need to challenge the monopolies public utilities
enjoy  to  the  detriment  of  consumers  and  the
environment, citing community solar plans as one
vital  component  of  an  “economy  that  doesn’t
require  burning  stuff.”  He  also  touched  on  the
need for humans to rethink our relationship with
our energy sources and uses; instead of expecting
power whenever we want it and with the flip of a
switch,  for  example,  we can learn  to  use power
when  it’s  available.  He  made  an  interesting
observation  about  how privilege  affects  people’s
thinking on climate change, noting that many who
have  experienced  most  of  the  benefits—and  the
least of the costs—of an unjust and unsustainable
society are not as in touch with dark emotion in
the same way that marginalized communities are
—that loss, grief, chaos, and fear are normal parts
of life that many in more privileged communities
are unprepared to engage.

The  final  keynote  speaker  was  Dr.  Laalitha
Surapaneni, an internal medicine specialist at the
University  of  Minnesota  Medical  Center,  board
member  of  Chesapeake  Physicians  for  Social
Responsibility, steering committee member for the
100%  Minnesota  campaign,  and  a  member  of
Health  Professionals  for  Health  Climate.
Surapaneni  has  testified  before  the  Minnesota
legislature and in Maryland when she was doing
graduate work at Johns Hopkins, and she’s lobbied

at  the  federal  level  on  the  link  between  climate
change  and  a  range  of  health  problems.  In  her
keynote,  she  addressed  the  fact  that  low-income
people  are  hurt  the  most  by  the  effects  of  the
climate  crisis.  For  example,  higher  temperatures
mixed  with  pollution  create  more  ground-level
ozone, which triggers asthma and other respiratory
problems.  People  living  closer  to  factories  and
who spend more time outdoors, either working or
avoiding stuffy air inside, will suffer more. Lower-
income  people  may  also  not  be  able  to  afford
inhalers  and  other  treatment.  Surapeneni  also
talked about how climate change disproportionally
affects the poor on a global scale.

After  their  powerful  presentations,  all  six
speakers  sat  as  a  panel  and  continued  the
conversation  about  the  growing  convergence  of
environmental  and  social  justice  movements.  I
personally  have  never  experienced  a  panel  that
was so intersectional, so evenly contributory, and,
it  bears  repeating,  powerful.  Talking  to  the
speakers  at  lunch,  they  expressed  a  similar
appreciation,  both  for  their  colleagues’ specific
expertise  and  the  cohesiveness  of  the  climate
justice  theme  incorporated  into  each  talk.  They
credited  the  AHA Center  for  Education,  namely
Director Kristin Wintermute, for bringing them all
together  and  for  clearly  articulating  that  theme.
Echoing  the  100%  Campaign,  to  change
everything, we need everyone. “Climate Justice: A
Better Future for Us All” was a model of this very
idea,  and I  encourage  everyone to  tune  into  the
event when it’s  available  at  the AHA Center for
Education in the coming month.

HSNM Financial Status as of 6/1/19
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Checking account
General fund     7,977.87 
Scholarship fund     2,505.00 

Total   10,482.87 

Shares
12/1/18 balance          71.69 
12'31/19 dividend            0.01 
1/24/19 dividend          13.90 

1/31/19 dividend            0.01 

Balance          85.61 


