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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

Existential Threats?

In  1798,  Thomas  Robert  Malthus
predicted what has come to be known as
“the Malthusian Catastrophe" in  which
human  population  growth  would  be
terminated  by  natural  events.  He
envisioned limitations on the production
of food as the ultimate cause.  There is
now evidence that food production will
be at the root of a catastrophe, but not in
the way that  he envisioned.  If  you are
not a “denier” you are well  aware that
climate change is no longer a threat in
the distant future. That which we feared
has come upon us. Though the transition
would  be  difficult  to  bring  about,
substituting  a  plant-based  diet  for  the
“Standard American Diet” appears to be
the  brightest  hope  for  the  future.
Depending  on  the  specific  details  of
such a diet, use of Earth resources would
be  reduced  by  a  factor of  somewhere
between 10 and 30.

People who have chosen the vegan
path generally have one or more of four
distinct motivations:

1. Many  are  horrified  by  the  cruelty
with which sentient animals are treated
on the road to becoming food.
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2. Many are  appalled  by  the  idea  of
eating a sentient creature that has a face.

3. Many subscribe to the claim made
by  The  American  College  of  Lifestyle
Medicine that a whole-food, plant-based
diet is far more healthy than one based
on animal products.

4. Many simply see that the only hope
for the planet is a monumental reduction
in  the  number  of  animals  raised  for
food. Thirty-nine million cattle and nine
billion chickens are killed each year for
the U.S. market alone.

On a side note, consideration of the
meaning  of  the  word  “existential”
reminded  me  of  the  impact  of  the
philosophy of existentialism in the late
1940's.  The  existentialists’  insistence
that only the freedom of the individual
matters  led  to  the  conclusion  that  life
ultimately has no meaning and no value.
Each  was  eventually  doomed  to  die,
thereby  revealing  the  absurdity  of  life
and absence of hope. If one focuses on
the  chemical  and  electrical  nature  of
sensation,  thought  and action,  then  the
beauty  of  life  disappears.  But
Humanism  offers  a  very  attractive
alternative:  Humanists have concluded
that  all  supernatural  phenomena  exist
only in the human mind. As a result, it is
up to humans to create a caring society
that  brings  hope  to  all.  We  can  find
meaning, value and hope in the progress
of human society.

 May Speaker Meeting
Joran Viers, a City Forester with the

City of Albuquerque, will speak to us on
the importance of the urban forest,  the
benefits  of  trees  in  a  city,  the  need to
care for those appropriately, and efforts
now  underway  to  get  the  City  of
Albuquerque in a better state re: urban
forest management. 
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$20/year ($30 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
student membership (24 years or under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send  subscription  or  membership  requests  to:  Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque, NM
87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website at
http://humanistic/join.html.

Send  Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions  to
president@humanistsocietyofnm.org.  The  deadline  for
Newsletter submissions is the third Friday of each month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



May Speaker Bio
Mr. Joran Viers is the City Forester with City

of Albuquerque Parks and Recreation Department.
He  is  broadly  responsible  for  tree  care  issues
within the  City.  Prior  to  taking this  position,  he
worked  for  the  New  Mexico  State  University
Cooperative Extension Service, first as a County
Horticulture  Agent  and  County  Director  in
Bernalillo County, and then as State Urban Small
Farm Horticulture Agent. 

Viers was born in Albuquerque, but grew up in
California,  Costa  Rica  and  Arkansas.   He has  a
life-long love of plants and the natural sciences.
He has a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from the
University of New Mexico, and a Master’s degree
in Botany from the University of Florida. 

Report on the April Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

Immigration  policy  was  front  and  center.
Stephen  Colbert  was  quoted,  commenting  about
Kirstjen Nelson, “I believe she's leaving to spend
more  time  separating  her  family.”  The  week  of
April 8,  Alibi magazine featured an article partly
suggested  by  HSNM  member  Camy,  who  is  a
member  of  one  of  six  independently  organized
groups  in  Albuquerque  dedicated  to  helping
refugees.  The  article  described  volunteers
spending many hours helping eleven bus loads of
legal,  sponsored  immigrant  asylum  seekers  get
food, shelter,  clothing and transportation to their
sponsors. It was suggested that we organize as a
group to help in the immigration crisis. Though we
did  not  do  so at  this  meeting,  we will  certainly
have another chance next week when the selected
topic is “Immigration: Crisis or Opportunity, How
can we make a difference?”

Jerry's  grandson,  Brian,  very  eloquently
expressed concern and exasperation with the fact
that our system makes it possible for individuals to
hoard  billions  of  dollars,  thereby sabotaging  the
economy.  Columnist  Leonard  Pitts  lamented
recently  that  we  accept  the  gross  inequality  as
“somehow  preordained,  beyond  our  capacity  to
fix. Forbes reported last year that the average CEO
pulls  down  a  salary  361  times  more  than  his

workers.  In  the  1950's  he  earned  only 20  times
more.” What capacity do we have to fix it? Much
more  progressive  marginal  tax  rates  would  be  a
beginning.  Focus on  inheritance  tax  rates  would
not fix the problem, but would have an effect on
the result.  At the root, wealth creates power and
power creates wealth.  History shows us that this
feedback  loop  eventually  leads  to  bloody
revolution.

In addition to the terrific string of speakers that
we've had already this year, our vice president has
lined up a very impressive list of speakers for the
next half year:

May  25:  Joran  Viers:  Urban  Forestry,  ABQ
parks and Recreation

June 22: Hannah Evans, representative for the
national  office  of  Population  Connection
(originally Zero Population Growth)

July 27: Awaiting confirmation

August  24: Linda  K  Wilson,  attorney,  NM
Immigrant Law Center

September   28: T  Colin  Campbell  on
“Intersection  of  Lifestyle  Medicine  with
Environmental Sustainability.”

When we bring in nationally known speakers,
we  will  have  to  seek  co-sponsors  and  accept
donations to cover expenses.

Jerry suggested that we look into assisting in
the  development  of  student  humanist
organizations. He agreed to pursue that goal with
the help of David and Carolyn. For future special
events in the city, we will make an effort to have a
display table advertising our existence and how we
make a difference.

Report on  April Topical Discussion 
Meeting
By Allen Robnett

The HSNM meeting on April 20, 2019, at the
Free  Range  Event  Center,  was  on  the  topic:
“Immigration:  Crisis  or  Opportunity?”  It  was
agreed  that  the  real  crisis  is  one  of  national
integrity, and is a frantic response to the realization
that WASPs no longer constitute the majority.
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Columnist  Marc  Thiessen  is  a  fellow  of  the
American  Enterprise  Institute and  was  a  speech
writer  for  Donald  Rumsfeld  and  George  H.  W.
Bush, so he definitely does not lean left, but he has
been  very  critical  of  Trump's  claim  that  the
country  is  full  and  cannot  accommodate  more
immigration.  He argues  very  effectively  that  we
need immigration to compensate for the fact that
the U.S. population is growing at a rate that is less
than replacement levels."

“We need immigrants to work and pay taxes
that  fund  Social  Security  and  Medicare  for  our
aging population.” Of course the administration's
solution  to  that  problem  is  to  eliminate  Social
Security and Medicare.

Our  discussions  first  centered  on  the  five
amazing Albuquerque volunteer groups that have
arranged  to  meet  the  bus  loads  of  immigrants,
provide  food,  clothing,  temporary  lodging,  and
help in getting them on their way to their sponsors.
The groups are  generally  church-related,  but  the
activities  are  very  business-like  with  no  sign  of
proselytizing.  HSNM  is  not  large  enough  to
provide  a  group,  but  those  who  have  time  to
volunteer  are  encouraged  to  go  to  the  small
building  on  the  corner  of  Santa  Fe  Ave  and
Broadway, SE, where organizers will  put you to
good use.

A  discussion  of  the  idea  of  providing  the
immigrants  with  reading  material  to  assist  in
beginning  to  learn  English  ended  with  the
conclusion that, at this point they are already too
loaded down with the essentials for their long trip.
It  was also suggested that anyone who wants to
volunteer to help with instruction in English can
contact

Reading Works at (505) 321-9620
or ReadWest Inc at (505) 892-1131.

It was observed that the terrible conditions 
from which the immigrants are fleeing have been 
fueled for decades by the U.S. appetite for illegal 
drugs and for destabilizing governments that are 
deemed to be too far left. We reap what we sow.

Report on April Speaker Meeting – A New 
Day at the Round House
by Allen Robnett

The HSNM group was treated to a discussion
by State Representative Daymon Ely. The meeting
took place at the Free Range Event Center. From
the outset, Daymon painted a picture of a dramatic
change in the functioning of what he referred to as
“a  really  great  government.”  He  was  especially
enthusiastic  in  describing  the  extent  to  which
Governor Lujan-Grisham keeps track of all aspects
of  state  issues.  He told  about  getting  a  call  one
night:  “Hello,  Daymon,  this  is  Michelle.”
“Michelle  who?”  “Governor  Michelle.”  A very
important aspect of the “new day” is the surge in
the number of women in the House, 31 of the 70
members.  The  collegiality  that  he  described  of
members across the aisle stands in sharp contrast
to the federal level, at  which “compromise” is a
dirty word.

Daymon touched on a wide range of issues on
which  effective  action  has  been  taken,  or  is
expected to be taken soon.  The following list  is
indicative, but not comprehensive:

Sensible  gun  legislation—not  to  be  labeled
“Gun  Control”—specifically  related  to  cases  of
domestic abuse.

Automatic voter registration at MVD locations,
among others, even on election day.

Outdated  abortion  criminalization  law—vote
to rescind failed by one vote.

Death  with  Dignity—End-of-life  legislation
stalled by Catholic on committee.

Four-hundred-million more  dollars  were
appropriated for education.

Local  “Right  to  work”  ordinances are
euphemistic labels for rules that permit benefiting
from  work  negotiations  without  paying  for  the
costs. State law now prevents that.

Prison  recidivism—Data  analysts  in  Socorro
studying  effective  ways  to  reduce  prison
recidivism.

Marijuana  use will  probably  be  legalized  in
the next session.
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Renewable  energy—tug  of  war  between
income from Permian Basin oil and gas reserves
and  New  Mexico’s  goal  of  becoming  the
renewable  energy  capital  of  the  US.  Currently,
38% of state income is from oil and gas.

Daymon compared budget needs with taxation
opportunities and concluded that the only way to
solve the state’s budget problems is via economic
expansion.  The  key  to  breaking  the  cycle  of
poverty  is  significant  improvement  in  general
education.  Early  childhood  education  is  an
important part of this, but parental involvement is
essential.  This  will  probably  entail  home
visitations,  which  is  problematic  because  it
involves tracking individuals.

In  response  to  the  question  “What  can
individuals do?”  Daymon said, “Go to Santa Fe,
All  the  action  happens  in  committees.  Text
messages are more effective than emails. Identify
your self as ‘A constituent of yours'.”

New Mexico  has  a  long  way to  go,  but  the
New Day at the Round House is a promising start.

Religion: There's a 10-member group in 
Congress representing about a quarter of 
America
by Hal Brown

Daily Kos, April 13, 2019

The  CNN  story  “There  are  now  as  many
Americans  who  claim  no  religion  as  there  are
evangelicals and Catholics, a survey finds” caught
my eye but even before I read it the results didn’t
surprise  me.  Those  who  are  called  “nones”  by
pollsters are a “diverse group made up of atheists,
agnostics,  the  spiritual,  and  those  who  are  no
specific  organized  religion  in  particular.”   Their
rejection  of  organized  religion  is  the  common
thread they share.

I  live  in  a  450-resident  continuing  care
retirement  community  which  was  founded  60
years ago by a group of Methodist ministers. It is
now a very politically progressive community. We
are,  thankfully,  98%  anti-Trump.  The  largest
percentage of residents are probably church going
believers.  Still,  my  sense  is  that  the  survey

numbers reflect the population where I live. We all
consider our belief in the dignity of humankind to
be our most important conviction by far.

This being said by way of introduction brings
me to the subject of religion in politics.

Considering  the  numbers  it  is  a  fascinating
political  reality  that  just  about  every  politician
professes  to  be  religious,  including  of  course
Trump  who  only  discovered  religion  when  he
decided to run for president. If the poll is correct
among politicians and they actually represent all
of  Americans,  about  a  quarter  of  them  are
hypocrites.

That is with 10 exceptions. I discovered from
the CNN article that there is a group of, dare I say
daring, politicians in the House of Representatives
that have formed a group called the Congressional
Freethought  Caucus which  Wiki  tells  us  was
“established in  April  2018 to  foster  science  and
reason-based solutions and to  defend the secular
character of government.” Jamie Raskin and Zoe
Lofgren are the only well known members. I am
familiar with Eleanor Holmes Norton, Dan Kildee,
and Pramila Jayapal from interviews on MSNBC.
These are the current members:  Jared Huffman,
Eleanor  Holmes  Norton,  Mark  Pocan,  Mark
Johnson,  Dan  Kildee,  Pramila  Jayapal,  Jamie
Raskin,  Zoe  Lofgren,  Jerry  McNerneney,  and
Steve Cohen.  

These are their goals:

• To promote public policy formed on the basis
of reason, science, and moral values 

• To  protect  the  secular  character  of  our
government  by  adhering  to  the  strict
Constitutional  principle  of  the  separation  of
church and state 

• To  oppose  discrimination  against  atheists,
agnostics,  humanists,  seekers,  religious  and
nonreligious  persons,  and  to  champion  the
value  of  freedom of  thought  and  conscience
worldwide.

• To provide a forum for members of Congress
to  discuss  their  moral  frameworks,  ethical
values, and personal religious journeys
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Coordinator of the Freethought Equality Fund
Political  Action  Committee,  Ron  Millar,  who
participated in planning the caucus, stated specific
aims  the  aforementioned  PAC  “wants  to  see,”
including “action against climate change”; “access
to contraception and abortion”; and “maintaining”
the  Johnson  Amendment  (which  establishes  that
tax-exempt non-profits like religious organizations
cannot  endorse  political  candidates),  among
others.

They state their mission as follows: “proudly
and  unapologetically  standing  up  for  the
nonreligious, these Members of Congress (and to
strike)  a  powerful  blow  against  the  de-facto
religious  test  that  keeps  so  many  secular
Americans from seeking public office.”

You can read their website at secular.org 

The Humanist Dilemma: Is Hate a Four-
Letter Word?
By Joan Reisman-Brill, Humanist.com

Losing Letters: I was reading an article by the
rabbi  from  the  Tree  of  Life  synagogue  near
Pittsburgh,  PA,   written  a  few  weeks  after  a
gunman went  on a deadly rampage there.  Rabbi
Jeffrey Myers proposed treating the word “hate” as
an obscenity and substituting it with “the H word.”
He  explained  that  “when  we  tone  down  our
rhetoric…we lessen the emotional  impact  of our
words,  and  perhaps  steer  ourselves  and  others
away from the wrong path.”

I’m not sure if I agree with that idea and am
wondering what other humanists think.

—Wish It Were That Easy

Dear Wish,

As someone who opposes banning any words,
I definitely don’t support this suggestion. There’s
no way hate will just retreat from the world if we
simply resort  to  using  “H—” in writing and “H
word” in conversation. 

I wonder if this rabbi is one of those who write
God as “G-d,” as if including the missing letter is
somehow  sacrilegious.  I’ve  known  people  who
were  taught  it  had  to  be  written  that  way  on  a
blackboard,  because  otherwise  when  the  board
was erased,  so was God. Really. I can’t  imagine
any god could be that fragile, nor do I believe hate
—one  of  the  most  powerful  and  universal
emotions—can be eradicated, or even diminished,
by not spelling it out or pronouncing it. I’m sure
there  was  hate  in  the  world  before  there  was
language for it, and it will persist no matter how
much we shun the terms we invented to express it.

To me,  any  suppression  of  words  smacks  of
George Orwell’s  1984  as  well  as  actual  regimes
throughout  history  that  have  sought  to  enslave
people  by  stifling  speech  and  thought.  When
political correctness gets out of hand, the result is
group-think  and  a  mob  mentality  that  silences
individuals for their choice of words or for airing
certain ideas. Well-meaning censorship can morph
into dysfunctional constriction.

I for one will not be avoiding the word hate.
On the contrary, I believe we have to face it and
grapple  with  it.  Those  who  hate  are  not  going
away just because others opt to delete three letters.

Although the rabbi’s essay is impactful and his
ideas worth considering, I don’t have any intention
of redacting any letters or words, nor do I believe
such  euphemistic  approaches  can  have  any
significant real-world impact. Maybe a little more
effect than thoughts and prayers, but that’s about
it.

Members’ Note

HSNM is on Meetup at
https://www.meetup.com/group-HSNM/

Sign-up is free, and it’s an easy way to keep
up with HSNM activities with minimum hassle
—you get email notifications of upcoming 
events (which you can opt out of if you wish).
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