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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

Welcome,  Sweet  Springtime!  The
temperature  forecast  for  March  28  is  80
degrees,  but  that  is  only  the  most  recent
thing that is terribly out of whack in these
crazy times. 

In his syndicated column, Leonard Pitts
mentions  that,  according  to  Forbes
magazine,  “The  AVERAGE CEO  pulls
down  a  salary  361  times  more  than  his
workers. In the 1950's he earned 'only' 20
times more.” How much is enough? There
is  no  limit.  The  highest  paid  CEOs  now
pull  down  more  than  a  thousand  times
more than their lowest paid employee. 

The technical  term for  what  is  wrong
with  the  system  might  be  “positive
feedback in the loop.” Wealth brings power
and power brings wealth. History makes it
clear that such insensitive treatment of the
masses  eventually  leads  to  widespread
bloodshed.  Enlightened  self-interest  plays
as  great  a  role  as  does  concern  for
humanity when it comes to realizing that it
is imperative that the trend be halted and
reversed.

“The Wall” that plays such a prominent
role in the news of the day is a reminder
that  we find our way by bouncing off of
walls.  The  harder  we  hit,  the  farther  we
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bounce.  The 2020 election campaigns  are
taking shape, and it is clear that attempts to
solve our mounting problems will  be met
with  screams  of  “socialism!”  Ignore  the
labels, and concentrate on George Lakoff's
warning  to  avoid  repeating  falsehoods
while trying to correct them. Focus on the
positive,  for  example,  don't  say,  “It  is
wrong  that  vaccinations  are  dangerous.”
Instead  say,  “Polio  and  measles  were
virtually  eradicated  until  people  began
skipping vaccinations.”

From "Ode to Spring"

Wake in each breast now sweet 
promise of Spring,
Blossoming fields of human ideals are
Spreading the seeds of the promise of 
bringing
Hope to a changing world.

April Speaker Meeting
On Saturday, April 27, NM State Rep.

Daymon Ely will present A New Day at the
Roundhouse, his impressions of the recent
session. “We did so much in one session.
There were disappointments and still a lot
left  to  do,  but  I  was  very  excited  by the
session.”

He will  address  some of  the issues in
which he was most involved, such as early
childhood education, education in general,
judicial  fairness,  and  voting  rights,  all
topics of recent interest to our society. 

There will be lots of time for questions
and proposals for the next legislative body.
This  meeting  will  be  at  the  Free  Range
Event Center on Central and University.

April Speaker Bio

Rep.  Ely  is  a  1982  graduate  of  the
Arizona State University Law School and
runs his own practice. He was a Sandoval
County Commissioner from 2000 to 2004
and  was  elected  state  representative  for
District 23 (North Valley and Corrales area)
in 2016. 
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Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and
active community for New Mexico humanists and

freethinkers. 
Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Terry Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A  subscription  to  the  HSNM  Newsletter,  published
monthly,  accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be
obtained  by  nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM
membership is $20/year ($30 for two adults in the same
household).  Youth/student  membership  (24  years  or
under) is $5.00 per year. 

Send subscription or membership requests to: Humanist
Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 27293, Albuquerque,
NM 87125-7293. 

To join or renew membership on line, go to the website
at http://humanistic/join.html.

Send Newsletter  submissions  to:  Editor,  Randall  Wall,
Paragon2012@comcast.net.  Send  Website  submissions
to president@humanistsocietyofnm.org. The deadline for
Newsletter  submissions  is  the  third  Friday  of  each
month.

Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired

by art, and motivated by compassion. Affirming the dignity of each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity consonant with social and planetary responsibility. It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice. Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human beings as a

part of  nature and holds that values -  be they religious,  ethical,

social,  or political -  have their source in human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



Report on the March Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

The  usual  spring  infirmities  held  our
attendance  numbers  slightly  low,  but  had  no  ill
effect on exuberance of the conversation.

We share the outrage about actions at the head
of our government, but what can we do to make a
difference? There is still a core of the public who
revel  in  those  outrages.  Many  in  our  group
expressed the feeling that it is a waste of time and
effort to make the effort to have discussions with
them.  Others  argued  that  one  has  to  make  the
effort  to  find common ground.  When people  do
not share basic, core values, it can be very difficult
to have a meaningful discussion to find common
ground. Those of us who remember the friendship
between  William  F.  Buckley  and  John  Kenneth
Galbraith marvel at their success.

What  ways  are  available  to  attempt  to
influence someone whose actions are part  of the
outrage? It was suggested that public shame can be
effective.  It  was  also  observed  that  shame  is
effective  only  if  the  culture  generally  condemns
the  actions  involved.  Public  acquiescence  in  the
behavior  of  our  present  governmental  head  is
simply bewildering.

Consideration of cultures led to discussion of
the  history of assimilation of conquered people or
of immigrants. It was observed that, in this country
the  rate  and  degree  of  assimilation  is  strongly
influenced  by  how  closely  one's  appearance
approaches the European model. As has been said
before,  the  Navajo  is  caught  between  the
limitations of living on the reservation and loss of
benefits if living off the reservation. The Navajo
people live with “historical trauma,” still shocked
that  their  shamans  could  not  protect  them from
being  conquered.  We  touched  briefly  on  the
immigrations  that  are  likely  to  occur  as  global
climate  change  progresses,  and  the  effect  that
strained resources will have on the willingness of
populations  to  accept  newcomers.  As  resources
become  more  limited,  it  is  natural  for  the
boundaries of one's shared community to shrink,
eventually to 'my family' and to 'me'.

Discussion  of  global  concerns  includes  the
problem of food supply. More than two centuries
after  Malthus'  prediction  of  population  growth
outstripping the growth of food supply, the specter
looms again. We touched on the four avenues of
argumentation against using animals for food: the
ethics of eating sentient creatures, the cruelty with
which  livestock  are  subjected  to  unspeakable
misery,  the  question  of  health  effects  of  animal
protein, and the ability of the planet to sustain the
rate at which livestock production uses resources
and pollutes the environment. With regard to the
latter, the resource requirements for using beef for
food is roughly ten times that required for dairy,
poultry,  or  pork,  and in  the neighborhood of  30
times that required for a plant-based diet.

The  subject  of  individual  heritage  came  up,
including the relative ease with which folks  can
now have their DNA analyzed to reveal the vast
range of their origins. The parentage size doubles
for every generation back, so that ten generations
back  means  1024  parental  connections.  By  the
way,  recent  research  has  discovered  that  if  your
parents did not have any children, the probability
is very high that you won't either.

Many  expressed  pleasure  and  relief  at  steps
taken by New Mexico's new governing body. The
importance of participating was stressed, with the
recent  student  “die-in”  in  Santa  Fe  cited  as  an
example. This report has now come full circle with
difference in core values being at the heart of the
great  divide  in  our  country.  It  is  clear  that  the
presidential races will hinge on the extent to which
policies seen as socialistic will win favor with the
electorate.  When there is  a struggle between the
freedom of  the  individual  to  pursue  his  path  to
success and wealth, on the one hand, and the needs
of  the  society  for  its  general  well-being  on  the
other, which way does the needle point?

Report on March Topical Discussion 
Meeting 
By Allen Robnett

The HSNM meeting on March 16, 2019 was
on  “How do we make an economy that works for
everyone?” It was held at the spacious Free Range
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Event Center on Central.  We had an even dozen
chiming  in  on  how  we  can  hope  to  make  a
difference.

The  discussion  was  kicked  off  with  the
observation  that  we  would  have  to  start  with  a
society that agrees that an economy that works for
everyone is a desirable goal. It was concluded that
this doesn't have to be everyone, just a majority of
voters  who  see  through  the  empty  promises  of
trickle-down  economics.  There  are  strong  signs
that the millennial generation, having lost faith in
the promise of upward mobility,  are  moving the
electorate in that direction.

Other  societies  have  pointed  to  America  as
having  historically  led  the  way  toward  an
economy  that  works  for  everyone.  Long  before
corporations were recognized as persons with the
right  to  speak  (with  their  money),  ours  was  an
agrarian society, mostly rural, with a tradition and
need  for  inter-connected-ness.  The  original
function  of  corporations  was  that  of  entities
formed for purposes of performing public service
and their charters and constitutions detailed their
responsibilities  to  the  public.  Hundreds  of  years
ago,  making  money  became  a  major  focus  of
corporations.  The  idea  of  public  service  has
progressively atrophied ever since. The American
revolution  was  sparked  by  laws  set  up  to  favor
British  corporations.  Making  a  reasonable  profit
isn't  enough;  the  push  has  become to  maximize
profits  with no  limits  on how that  is  done.  The
work-force  is  divided  into  a  minority  whose
special talents are essential and are highly valued,
and a majority who are totally expendable and are
to be squeezed economically to reduce costs.

The themes of the 2020 elections are already
taking form; Universal Health Care will be a major
issue, but that is only one aspect of what will be
called  a  dangerous  slide  into  socialism.  Our
discussions of the word “socialism” ranged from
meaning  government  ownership  or  regulation  of
the means of production and distribution of goods
at  one  extreme,  to  the  concept  of  a  socialistic
democracy  in  which  the  profit  motive  of
capitalism is  retained,  but  subject  to  the goal  of
solving  social  problems.  Universal  healthcare,

universal  education,  and  real  living  wages  were
cited as social problems that are front and center.

 Americans have long been smug about leading
the way:  best  health care system, best  education
system, land of opportunity, etc. It is beginning to
dawn on many who think critically that the days of
America leading the way are gone. The world of
co-operatives and of workers having a say in the
operation  of  corporations  has  taken  hold  in
Europe,  with  America  lagging  behind.  Everyone
jealously guards their own individual freedom, but
most would express a concern for the health of the
society.  The  crucial  test  comes  when  there  is  a
conflict between the two. Do we look to see how
much  money  we  have  and  then  decide  how  to
spend it, or do we look to see what we need and
look to see how to finance it?

Our  discussions  touched  on  the  monumental
problem  of  world  population  growth  and  the
related concern of immigration. It was decided that
our  topic  for  the  April  meeting  will  be
“Immigration; Crisis or opportunity; How can we
make a difference?”

Report on March Speaker Meeting – 
Kendrick  Frazier on “Thoughts on Visiting
Darwin's Home – Scientists and Human 
Culture”
by Allen Robnett

Albuquerque's  own  Kendrick  Frazier  needed
very  little  introduction  to  a  large  and  very
appreciative  crowd  at  our  monthly  speaker
meeting at  Botts  Hall.  He invited us to call  him
Ken, so we shall. Ken is probably most famous as
the editor of the  Skeptical Inquirer for more than
forty years.  He also served as  editor  of  Science
News and  worked  full  time  at  Sandia  National
Laboratories for 23 years. He is a member of the
executive council of the  Committee for Skeptical
Inquiry (CSI).

Ken's  presentation  began  with  beautiful
photographs that  he and his wife,  Ruth,  took on
their  trip  to  Darwin's  home,  Down House,  near
London. It was clear that the magnificent mansion
was much more than simply home for Charles, his
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wife  Emma  (né Wedgewood)  and  their  ten
children.  Together  with  a  large  greenhouse  he
designed,  the  estate  was  a  laboratory  for  his
continued scientific pursuits.

     Ken alluded to scientists who were famous
in the past, who seem now to have been largely
forgotten.  He began with Alfred Russel Wallace,
whose studies lead him to the principles of natural
selection contemporaneously with Darwin. It was
only  a  series  of  bad  breaks  for  Wallace  that
prevented  his  getting  equivalent  credit.  Also
mentioned  was  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Heinrich
Alexander Von Humboldt, whose name is attached
to  numerous  geographical  entities,  but  whose
contributions  rarely  get  credit  anymore.  His
Kosmos (1845) in five volumes is still considered
to  be  a  substantial  scientific  and  literary
achievement.

Ken underscored  the  fact  that  counter  to  the
very  vocal  anti-science  movement  in  the  US.,
there  is  very  wide-spread  world-wide  reverence
for acclaimed scientists. To name just a few of the
many  examples:  names  of  scientists  engraved
around  the  frame  of  the  Eiffel  Tower,  Darwin's
picture on the British ten pound note,  and Isaac
Newton's picture in a prominent building in China.
He  did  have  one  picture  of  a  12-foot  statue  in
Washington,  DC.  of  Einstein  in  an  ultra-relaxed
pose,  with  kids  climbing up onto the  lap  of  the
statue,  perhaps  to  read  the  three  equations  for

which  he  is  most  famous:  E  =mc2,  the  photo-
electric effect, and the theory of general relativity.

High  on  the  list  of  those  remembered  and
honored  is  David  Hume,  the  Scottish
enlightenment philosopher,  with his emphasis on
empiricism,  skepticism  and  naturalism.  “A wise
man  proportions  his  belief  to  the  evidence.”
Hume's moderation did not inspire zealotry. Ken
observed that a healthy dose of Hume-ism would
serve us well now.

Ken  alluded  to  the  many  contemporary
scientists  with  whom his  editorial  work  has  led
him to work. Isaac Asimov, Carl Sagan, Stephen
Jay Gould, Richard Dawkins, and Martin Gardiner
were among those mentioned. At Ken's invitation,

Martin Gardiner contributed the "Notes of a Fringe
Watcher"  column  to  the  Skeptical  Inquirer for
many years.

Ken  spoke  at  length  about  his  friend  and
mentor, Paul Kurtz, who founded many skeptical
movements  including  CSICOP,  the  Council  for
Skeptical Inquiry, and the  Center for Inquiry. His
mottoes  may  well  have  been  “Just  do  it,”  and
“Live an exuberant life.” He has been called the
“Father of Secular Humanism.”

Fifth Saturday Spring Pot-Luck
By Allen Robnett

About  two-thirds  of  our  active  members
participated in our potluck Saturday afternoon and
evening.  The  theme  was,  “What  do  you  do  for
fun?”  and  there  were  many  surprises  as  people
related  their  ideas  of  fun,  often  involving  great
changes  as  they  aged.  Topics  included  cooking,
not cooking, singing, not singing, playing various
musical  instruments,  dancing,  golf  and  other
sports,  political  activism,  humanitarian
volunteering, and many more.

 Though no effort was made to organize the 
potluck offerings, the variety was splendid. It 
probably could not have been planned any better.

Everyone then participated in a rousing game 
of CodeNames. Just as information for those who 
have never played the game, its name gives 
absolutely no clue as to the nature of the game. It 
revolves around association of ideas, and brings 
out a lot of creativity and humor. We have yet to 
find anyone who does not enjoy it immensely.

Early birds arrived ten minutes before the 
appointed 4 pm, and the last four departed at 9:15, 
just in time for the hostess and host to go to bed.

Is Jacinda Ardern a Humanist?
by Nicole Carr  (The Humanist.com)

In the wake of the March 15 shootings by a
white supremacist at two mosques in Christchurch,
New  Zealand,  Prime  Minister  Jacinda  Ardern
emerged on the international stage as a figure of
tolerance and healing. Wearing a head covering in
solidarity  with  the  fifty  Muslims  killed  in  the
terrorist  attack,  she  became  a  symbol  of
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compassion  and  reconciliation.  She  told  the
traumatized survivors and victims’ families, “You
are  us.  We feel  grief,  we feel  injustice,  we feel
anger and we share that with you.”

More than words, Ardern also offered financial
assistance for burial expenses. And, in contrast to
the “thoughts and prayers” typically offered by US
elected officials in the face of near-constant gun
violence,  Ardern  led  her  government  to  ban  the
sale  of  military-style  semi-automatic  guns  and
high-capacity  magazines  in  an  effort  to  prevent
future mass shootings.

After  a  meteoric  rise  to  the  New  Zealand
parliament—dubbed “Jacindamania” by the media
—Ardern  became  the  fortieth  leader  of  New
Zealand  in  October  2017.  Since  then,  she  has
captured  the  world’s  attention.  Only thirty-seven
when  she  became  prime  minister,  she  is  the
world’s youngest female head of government, the
world’s second elected head of government to give
birth while in office (Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan
was the first), and the third female prime minister
of New Zealand.

Unlike  many  other  world  leaders,  Ardern  is
open about the fact that she is not religious. In an
interview with the New Zealand Herald in January
of 2017, she explained,

I  can’t  see  myself  being  a  member  of  an
organized religion again. I have a real respect for
people who have religion as a foundation in their
lives.  And  I  respect  people  who  don’t.  I’m
agnostic.  I  don’t  spend  a  lot  of  time  trying  to
figure it out. I just think people should be free to
have their personal beliefs and not be persecuted
for it,  whether they be atheist or staunch church
members.

In the same interview, Ardern further explained
that  she  was  brought  up  as  a  member  of  The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, but
that  she  left  her  faith  behind  as  a  result  of  the
Mormon Church’s views on LGBTQ rights.

Even before the Civil  Union Bill  came up, I
lived in a flat with three gay friends and I was still
going  to  church  every  so  often  and  I  just
remember  thinking  “this  is  really  inconsistent—
I’m either doing a disservice to the church or my
friends.”  Because  how  could  I  subscribe  to  a
religion that just didn’t account for them? It was
one  of  the  issues  that  became a  real  flashpoint.
You drift along a bit, there are always going to be
things  you  can’t  reconcile,  but  I  could  never
reconcile what I saw as discrimination in a religion
that was otherwise very focused on tolerance and
kindness.

Introduced to campaigning by an aunt who was
active in local Labour Party politics, Ardern later
worked  for  Helen  Clark,  New Zealand’s  second
female prime minister, and then moved to London
to  work  in  a  policy  position  for  British  Prime
Minister  Tony  Blair.  In  early  2008  she  became
president  of  the  International  Union  of  Socialist
Youth.  Upon  her  election  to  the  New  Zealand
parliament  later  that  year,  she  became  New
Zealand’s youngest sitting member of parliament
(MP).  Throughout,  Ardern has advocated for the
rights  of  LGBTQ  people,  alleviating  poverty,
addressing  climate  change,  decriminalization  of
abortion,  equality  for  indigenous  Maori  people
(including teaching the language in schools), and
for immigration and refugee reforms.

 Ardern has previously described her election
style as “relentless positivity,” and what’s been on
display  in  the  last  few  weeks  as  she  led  her
country through a difficult  and traumatic time is
her formidable character and genuine compassion.
As she said in response to an interviewer, “I don’t
think I’m displaying leadership.  I  just  think that
I’m displaying  humanity.”  Asked  for  the  key  to
getting through such a difficult experience, Ardern
replied, “I think if you still have an absolute faith
in humanity, and I still have that.”

Is Jacinda Ardern a humanist? It sure sounds
like it.

6


