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President's Message
by Allen Robnett

And a very Happy New Year  it  is!
Our new venue leaves very little to be
desired,  our  group  is  growing  very
satisfactorily, god's in his heaven, and all
is right with the world. Well, maybe not
everything. If  you look very hard,  you
can detect a little discord in the world,
here and there.

Severe political discord is not new in
American politics, nor even in the long
view of human history. It was over two
hundred  years  ago  that  Alexander
Hamilton  discovered  just  how  discor-
dant politics can become. Everyone sees
the world through glasses that filter real-
ity  to  fit  with  their  own  basic  values.
Designers  of  utopias  always  disregard
the breadth of the spectrum of those ba-
sic values. No one's glasses are entirely
free of the effects of ego, quest for free-
dom, struggle for supremacy, need to be
part of a group, varying degree of empa-
thy,  etc.  The result  of this  wild mix is
that  no  two  people  are  of  exactly  the
same mind. The best we can hope for is
finding a community in which the over-
lap of ideals is sufficient to enable us to
accept,  or at  least  overlook,  the differ-
ences.  If  I  may  use  the  word,  we  are
blessed  with having such a community.

HSNM Meetings in Albuquerque
HSNM meetings are free and open to the public (unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday, February 9

HSNM Informal Meeting  10am to Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Saturday, February 16

HSNM Topical Discussion 10am – Noon
Free Range Event Center, 1710 Central Ave. SE

Personal Environmental Action

Saturday, February 23

HSNM Speaker Meeting 10am – Noon
Botts Hall, Special Collections Library 

423 Central Ave. NE
Science versus Pseudoscience in a 'Fake News' World

by Benjamin Radford

Meetings by HSNM Affiliates are held throughout the month.
For more information please visit their websites.

Albuquerque Skeptics

 (www.meetup.com/ABQSkeptics)

Freedom From Religion, Albuquerque
(www.meetup.com/FFRABQ) 

New Mexicans for Science and Reason (www.nmsr.org)

Roswatheists (http://www.meetup.com/Roswatheists)

Santa Fe Atheist Community 
(http://www.meetup.com/Santa-Fe-Atheist-Community)



A large  segment  of  the  population
sees reality through glasses that make it
impossible for them to even want to be a
part of our community. The strategy of
“divide and conquer” is as old as human
history, and only changes in the intensity
with  which  it  is  practiced;  the  current
level  is  astronomical.  Nowhere  is  the
division  more  evident  than  in  the
competition  between  the  desire  for
individual  liberty  and  the  concern  for
the health of the society. The challenge
for us is finding the path of appropriate
rejection of ideas that we, as humanists
find repulsive, without playing into the
hands of those who would divide us for
their  own  selfish  purposes.  It  would
seem to be a matter of style.  I  believe
that Lord Chesterfield counseled his son
to remember that he is a gentleman, not
because  his  adversary  is  a  gentleman,
but because he, himself, is a gentleman.
Lord Chesterfield was as chauvinistic as
anyone  of  his  time,  but  we  can  all
benefit from remembering the gist of his
counsel.

February Speaker Meeting
We see and hear scientific claims all

the time, but the public is often unsure
what  to  believe.  Why  do  so  many
science  and  medical  stories  that  make
headlines one day get debunked the next
week?  How  do  we  tell  what’s  really
real? 

Distinguishing science from pseudo-
science, real news from rumor, and truth
from falsehood are vitally important: A
healthy  democracy  depends  on  an  in-
formed citizenry and officials guided by
evidence-based  policies  and  practices.
But too often science is viewed with de-
rision  and  suspicion,  or  co-opted  by
those with social or political agendas. 

Join writer and science literacy edu-
cator Benjamin Radford as he discusses
the  nature  of  scientific  truth  and  evi-

The Humanist Society of New Mexico
A Nonprofit Corporation

A Chapter of the American Humanist Association

Mission Statement 

HSNM seeks to provide a welcoming, supportive, and active
community for New Mexico humanists and freethinkers. 

Officer/Committees

Allen Robnett: President
Charlene Baker: Vice President/Speaker Programs

Cynthianne Yabut: Secretary
Richard Grady: Treasurer

David Stelle: Member-at-Large
Teri Sloan: Member-at-Large

Randall Wall: Past President/Newsletter Editor

A subscription to the HSNM Newsletter, published monthly,
accompanies  HSNM Membership,  or  can  be obtained by
nonmembers  for  $20  annually.  HSNM  membership  is
$20/year ($30 for two adults in the same household). Youth/
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Humanism is a rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by

art,  and  motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the  dignity  of  each

human being, it supports the maximization of individual liberty and

opportunity  consonant  with social  and planetary responsibility.  It

advocates  the  extension  of  participatory  democracy  and  the

expansion of the open society, standing for human rights and social

justice.  Free of supernaturalism, it  recognizes human beings as a

part  of  nature  and holds  that  values  -  be  they  religious,  ethical,

social,  or  political  -  have their  source  in  human experience and

culture. Humanism thus derives the goals of life from human need

and interest rather than from theological or ideological dogmatism,

and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take  responsibility  for  its  own

destiny 



dence. Drawing on nearly two decades of experi-
ence in journalism—as both a producer and con-
sumer—Radford examines not only the rise (and
threat) of “fake news” but also how and why well-
meaning  journalists  often  get  the  story  wrong.
There will be plenty of time for audience Q&A.

February Speaker Bio
Benjamin Radford,  M.Ed, is deputy editor of

Skeptical  Inquirer science  magazine,  and  a  Re-
search  Fellow with  the  Committee  for  Skeptical
Inquiry, a non-profit educational organization. He
is  author  of  thousands  of  articles  for  Discovery
News, LiveScience.com, and other media, as well
as eleven books on media and science literacy in-
cluding Media Mythmakers: How Journalists, Ac-
tivists, and Advertisers Mislead Us.

Report on the Informal Meeting
by Allen Robnett

We  were  delighted  to  have  seventeen
enthusiastic humanists at the very first meeting in
our new venue, Free Range Event Center at 1710
Central, SE. We found the space to be very nearly
ideal  for  our  needs.  Seventeen  attendees  would
have  been  beyond  the  legal  capacity  for  our
previous room at the Special Collections Library;
the  number  was  easily  accommodated  at  Free
Range, with room for many more.

The proprietor,  Evan, provides hot coffee for
us, and will look into the reported exclusion from
parking  in  the  church  parking  lot  behind  the
building. For the foreseeable future, Evan will be
available  to  provide  admission  through  both  the
Central Ave door, and the rear, parking lot door.

Several semi-business decisions were made:

1. Refreshments  We will have have drinks and
snacks  available  at  our  two  discussion  meetings
each month. The individual providing the refresh-
ments will rotate, by voluntary choice. The cost of
the refreshments can be reimbursed by request.

2.  Speaker  meeting  advertising  We have an
amazing selection of speakers lined up, but have
regularly had difficulty assembling an appropriate
audience. An announcement in Alibi was found to
be very successful for other groups. David Stelle
has agreed to be our Alibi-er.

3.  Enhanced Community Though we want  to
avoid  resembling  a  church  group,  many  of  us
would  have  to  admit  to  envying  the  feeling  of
extended family that those groups achieve. It was
decided  that  we  would  make  inclusion  in  an
"Enhanced  Community"  available  on  a  strictly
voluntary basis. Membership would be available,
upon request, to anyone whose dues to HSNM are
currently  paid  up,  and  also  to  others  who  have
attended  a  minimum  of  three  of  our  regular
Saturday  meetings.  Membership  would  simply
entail a willingness to have phone number and/or
email address made available to other members of
the  Enhanced  Community.  In  addition,  those
individuals would submit a list of topics that they
are interested in discussing and/or in which they
have some expertise. The goal is to facilitate social
communication  and  get-togethers  within  our
membership.  It  is  recognized  that  inclusion  can
also imply exclusion, and that we will have to be
very  careful  not  to  let  this  socializing  attempt
interfere  with  the  general  amicable  relationship
that we all share. If you are interested in becoming
a member of the Enhanced Community,  send an
email  to  president@humanistsocietyofnm.org,
with a list of the required information to be shared:
phone number and/or email address, list of topics
of interest, and indication of level of expertise.

4.  Lunch Bunch  Six of our group went to the
66 Diner  at  1405 Central,  and  found  it  to  be  a
delightful  place  to  congregate:  good  food,
reasonable prices and pleasant atmosphere. There
is always room for more.

The topics discussed were:

Early childhood intervention has been shown
to  work  but  requires  adequate  funding,  training
and  follow-up.  The  new  governor  promises  to
make  a  difference  in  this  area,  which  is  so
essential to attacking both poverty and crime.

January  29  has  been  designated  "Death  with
Dignity"  day.  This  is  a  subject  which  becomes
more important to all of us as time goes by. Those
who would like to be part of a lobbying group go-
ing  to  Santa  Fe  will  want  to  talk  with  Carolyn
Dodson next Saturday.



Several topics dealt with problems in national
government at present, beginning with the fact that
effective government in a democracy will always
demand compromise, and compromise has become
a dirty word. With regard to the “Border Wall” it
was  mentioned  that  clandestine  tunnels  already
exist, and that would become a route of choice to
bypass a gigantic wall. It was also mentioned that
the source of terrorists has never been immigrants
crossing the Mexican border.

Fear was cited as a defining characteristic of
teenage years. Bob Woodward's  book,  Fear, was
mentioned as  a  look into the  problems plaguing
our government.  It  is  alleged by Woodward that
Donald  Trump said  to  him in  a  2016 interview,
“Real power is, I don't even want to use the word,
fear.”

The  current  border  problem includes  dealing
humanely with a growing congregation of people
piling up at the Mexican border, seeking asylum. If
solving the current border problem were to involve
providing needed social  services,  what would be
on the list of services? It was pointed out that in
many regions, the border is indistinct, with people
crossing back and forth as part of a daily routine.
The movie  Lone Star ends with the observation,
“Forget the Alamo.”

It was stressed that people come here looking
for jobs. Concern was expressed for the health of
the  public  if  robotics  and  artificial  intelligence
advances to the point that people no longer have to
work. The steady progress of shorting the number
of hours in the work-week will probably continue.

A pitch was made for volunteering to help in
public schools, either as a tutor or as a teacher's
assistant.  Volunteering  requires  vetting,  training
and  placement.  Two practical  ways  to  volunteer
your  services  are  to  contact  Oasis  or  a  senior
center.

Report on Topical Discussion Meeting – 
Our Mission Statement
By Allen Robnett

The selected topic for the meeting on January
19, 2019  was "Reviewing our mission statement."
You can be forgiven for mistakenly suspecting that

would  be  a  dull  meeting.  We  started  with  the
existing mission statement:

Our Mission: HSNM seeks to educate our
members  and  the  public  concerning
humanist ideals and humanist approaches
to  solving  personal,  social,  and
environmental problems, while providing a
welcoming and supportive community for
New Mexico humanists and freethinkers.

There  was  considerable  discussion  about  the
possibilities  of  adding  references  to  science  and
reason, action to solve personal and environmental
problems, sense of community,  etc,  all  of which
are definitely part of our mission. It was concluded
that, to be effective, a mission statement must be
brief  and succinct.  We finally  decided that  both
our website home page and our newsletter should
carry the following mission statement:

Our  mission:  HSNM  seeks  to  provide  a
welcoming,  supportive,  and  active
community  for  New  Mexico  humanists
and freethinkers.

The details of humanism are to be explained,
again  on  both  our  website  and  newsletter,  as
follows:

“Humanism  is  a  rational  philosophy
informed by science, inspired by art,  and
motivated  by  compassion.  Affirming  the
dignity  of each human being, it  supports
the maximization of individual liberty and
opportunity  consonant  with  social  and
planetary  responsibility.  It  advocates  the
extension of participatory democracy and
the expansion of the open society, standing
for human rights and social justice. Free
of  supernaturalism,  it  recognizes  human
beings  as  a  part  of  nature  and  holds
thatWe  could values  -  be  they  religious,
ethical,  social,  or  political  -  have  their
source in human experience and culture.
Humanism thus  derives  the  goals  of  life
from human need and interest rather than
from theological or ideological dogmatism,
and  asserts  that  humanity  must  take
responsibility for its own destiny.”



Report on Speaker Meeting – Dr. Terry Sloan 
“A Journey of a Small Town Internist in the 
Indian Health Service”
by Allen Robnett

The speaker was our own Dr Terrence Sloan.
Dr Sloan presented various clinical cases outlining
the problems of Health Care for Native Americans
and his opinion of some of the challenges facing
tribal  nations.  The  audience  found  that  his
presentation  was  unexpectedly  entertaining,
informative, and provocative.

Dr  Sloan  has  been  with  the  Indian  Health
Service for 41 years. He led off with the following
story  to  illustrate  his  assertion  that  the
development  of  his  presentation  was  a  difficult
assignment.

An elementary school student, in preparation
for writing an assigned story, asked his parents to
tell him where he came from. They told him the
story about the stork leaving him on the doorstep.
After thinking about that for a while, he went back
to them and asked where they  came from. They
essentially  repeated  the  story  about  the  stork
delivery. After mulling it over, he asked where his
grandma and grandpa came from. Again, the stork
story.

When the teacher asked him for his story, he
told  her  that  it  was  a  very  difficult  assignment.
“How is  that?” she  asked.  “Well,  apparently  in
our family there has never been any natural child-
birth.”

Dr Sloan arrived in Gallup, NM in 1974. His
narrative covered the heart-warming evolution of
the  health  environment  available  to  Indians.  At
that time, there were no vaccines, and few spoke
English.  They  drank  water  from  shallow  wells,
spent a great deal of time out-of-doors, and slept in
very cold conditions.

Tears frequently welled up in Terry's eyes as he
recounted case histories of how the environment
inevitably led to a raft of diseases which could and
should have been avoided. Flea bites led to quick
death  from plague.  Exposure  led  to  pneumonia.
Uranium in the soil  in some areas  led to  cancer
and leukemia. Diet led to obesity and gall stones.
He was personally involved in the discovery that

exposure to mouse urine was the vector for Hanta
virus.  He  was  intimately  involved  in  making  it
possible  for  Native  Americans  to  get  kidney
transplants. Prior to 1992, there had been no cases
of  heart  disease  or  diabetes  in  his  practice.  The
coming  of  pickup  trucks  for  transportation  and
availability of fast foods. made a dramatic change
in that.

Embedded in Terry's narrative is a picture of
both hope and despair. The Indian Health Service
is now very effective, but various kinds of health
needs are available to Indians only if they reside
on the reservations. The reservations were estab-
lished to protect settlers from the Indians. Indians
retreated to the reservations to escape the bounty
that was placed on their scalps. Life on the reser-
vation is a baffling mixture of the closeness of na-
ture, and the hardships of joblessness, and inability
to own one's home. Off the reservation, there is a
great temptation to hide Indian ethnicity. In Terry's
own case, he felt that the chance to apply for spe-
cial  consideration  because  of  his  partial  Indian
background  may  well  have  been  an  unintended
trap. It appeared likely that instructors may have
resented the special consideration being given to
minorities and made it harder for them.

Terry alluded to the fact that Indians (and other
minorities)  live  with  a  fact  of  historical  trauma.
The plight of many Native Americans cries out to
be addressed, but there is great indifference on the
part of the public at-large, and it is not clear how
to proceed without inflicting even greater harm.

Summary of Board Meeting, 1/26/19

Treasurer's report

Balance at the beginning of the year was $11,117
Balance at year's end was $10,836
Revenue: $1,014; Expense: $1,295
Net change.:  -$281

The expense items were:

Postage, printing, misc (newsletter): $586
Insurance: $315; Contribution (Reading 
Works): $200; Annual PO box rental: $134 
Venue rental (UU Church): $60
Our  current  revenue  rate  is  less  than  our

current expense rate, and expenses will increase in



the  coming  years  because  of  the  necessity  of
having a larger meeting space than was available
at  no  charge.  The  Free  Range  hall  will  cost  us
$600 per year. It was suggested that we consider
raising  the  annual  membership  fee  from $20  to
$25 per individual and from $30 to $40 per couple,
effective  in  2020.  The membership  is  invited  to
weigh  in  and  express  opinions  on  this  budget
question.

The possibility of engaging national figures as
speakers  was discussed.  It  may require  covering
their expenses, and would certainly require more
effective advanced promotion to  greatly  increase
the audience size. The possibility was raised that
in such cases,  it  might  be necessary to  charge a
nominal  admission  fee.  Perhaps  accepting  an
optional  donation  would  be  a  more  palatable
alternative.

It was decided that we should not attempt to
underwrite  an  essay  contest  for  the  2018-2019
school  year,  but  should  begin  planning  for  the
2019-2020 school year. 

A relatively firm schedule for board meetings
was  established;  they  will  be  held  immediately
following the second Saturday meeting in January,
April, July, and October.

We voted to amend the bylaws with respect to
the statement of our purpose contained herein. It is
to be changed to reflect our newly adopted mission
statement.

Poll Finds Atheism Is No Longer a Political 
Taboo
American Humanist Association, Press Release, 
December 11, 2018

Although  the  U.S.  Constitution  prohibits
religious tests for public office, one of the greatest
taboos  in  American  politics  has  been  for  a
candidate to be an atheist.   A new poll conducted
by  Lake  Research  Partners  for  the  American
Humanist  Association  and  the  Center  for
Freethought  Equality  found  that  “being  non-
religious  or  atheist  need  not  be  considered  an
impediment to a candidate’s electoral success.” 

The results of the poll indicate that there is a
growing preference for secular leaders, and that a
majority  of  voters  across  every  demographic

prioritize  other  political  concerns  over  issues  of
religious  faith  or  lack  thereof.  Preference  for
religious  candidates  virtually  disappears  when
voters  consider  the  policy  stances  of  a  non-
religious  candidate.  Seventy-two  percent  of  poll
respondents  were  willing  to  vote  for  a  non-
believer  or  non-religious  candidate  who  shares
their policy positions.

“It’s  heartening  to  see  that  the  political  bias
against  atheist  and  humanist  candidates  is
disappearing,”  says  Roy  Speckhardt,  executive
director  of  the  American  Humanist  Association
and  the  Center  for  Freethought  Equality.
Speckhardt continues, “This poll demonstrates that
voters  care  more  about  a  candidate’s  policy
stances, than his or her religious identification.”

For  voters  who  support  pro-choice  and  pro-
marriage  equality  Democratic  candidates,  74
percent said that a candidate being “non-religious”
or “agnostic” would make no difference in  their
vote. An additional 14 percent said they would be
even more likely to vote for the non-religious or
agnostic candidate.  When the term “atheist” was
used,  support  for  the  candidate  only  dropped
slightly (72% no difference in their vote and 10%
more likely to vote for the candidate).

Not surprisingly, results of the poll did vary by
political party. Forty-eight percent of Republicans
said they would be less likely to vote for an atheist
candidate  who  shared  their  political  positions;
however, most younger Republicans (68% of those
under 35 and 54% of those under 50) said that a
candidate’s atheism would make no difference to
them.

“People who have stayed out  of the political
arena  because  of  the  bias  against  atheists  and
agnostics  should  be  encouraged  by  these
findings,”  says  Ron  Millar,  Political  and  PAC
Coordinator  at  the  Center  for  Freethought
Equality. Millar urges, “the humanist, atheist, and
agnostic  community  to  be  fully  and  openly
engaged in our democratic process. Our political
system depends on the active participation of all
our citizens.”


