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State Senator Mimi Stewart to Join Panel on Early Childhood Development and Education 
 
The Humanist Society of New Mexico invites the public to an important presentation on early 
childhood education as part of our ongoing Speaker Meeting series. Held on the fourth 
Saturday of every month from 10:00 a.m. to noon, at Botts Hall at the Special Collections 
Library, the meetings are free and open to the public. 
 
Event Title: Early Childhood Education Matters: A Panel Discussion 
Date/Time: Saturday, September 22, 2018, 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Location: Botts Hall, 423 Central Ave. SE, Albuquerque 
Sponsor: Humanist Society of New Mexico 
Cost: Free 
 
Panelists: Judith K.Lavender and Michelle Croasdell, of the New Mexico Association for Early 
Childhood Education (NMAEYC) and State Senator Mimi Stewart, Senate Majority Whip and 
Chair of the interim Legislative Education Study Committee 
 
Description: This month, as we continue our focus on practical steps out of poverty, we look at 
early childhood programs that aim to prepare kids to succeed in school: What is New Mexico 
doing in this area? Is it working? If so, how well is it working? If not, what would it take to 
assure better results? And what can we citizens do to contribute to successful programs? On 
September 22, a trio of distinguished professionals will share their experiences and insights in 
pre-K education. Judith K. Lavender, M.Ed. and Michelle Croasdell, PhD., Co-Community 
Outreach Coordinators of the New Mexico Association for Early Childhood Education (
NMAEYC), work full time to advocate for early programs and for the professional development 
of people staffing these programs. Senator Mimi Stewart is working to help create a plan to 
coordinate the best practices from several incomplete plans into a comprehensive pathway to 
improve the entire scope of public education in New Mexico. She recommends that we read a 
report titled "No Time to Lose," available at the National Conference of State Legislators 
website, NCSL.org and will have copies available at the presentation. 

Background: The Humanist Society of New Mexico (HSNM) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
educational organization based in Albuquerque, New Mexico and is a chapter of the American 
Humanist Association. The chapter has been in continuous operation since 1986, providing three 
meetings per month for its members and the public to learn more about the philosophy of 
humanism and share ideas and activities of benefit to our personal lives and the wider 
community. Our upcoming September program is a follow-up to an earlier presentation on adult 
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literacy with representatives of the local program, Reading Works. 




